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SERIOUS LIGHTS 
FOR SERIOUS DIVERS 


THE WORLD’S MOST TECHNICALLY ADVANCED LIGHTS 











EXCLUSIVE 30 HOURS OF 
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Much Ado About 
The Weather 


ompared_ to 
most of the rest 
of the U.S., the 
weather in Cali- 
fornia is relatively be- 
nign. Perhaps that’s 
why such a big deal 
has been made out of El Nifio. (Maybe 
it’s been a big deal in your area, too.) 
Most of us have suffered more because of 
the dire predictions about this phe- 
nomenon than from its results. Those 
who believed all they read in the newspa- 
pers and saw on TV would have sand- 
bagged their domiciles, bought and 
stored massive quantities of food and wa- 
ter and then hunkered down in their 
homes— in front of their TVs—to await 
catastrophe. 

While most of us didn’t go that far, 
many of us were still victims—in one way 
or another—of the El Nino frenzy. My 
house is on high ground, so I don’t need 
sandbags. I did, however, cancel offa dive 
trip because an “El Nino driven storm” 
was expected. I wasn’t alone. The trip, a 
special Christmas dive that includes a 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings, 
usually hosts 20 to 30 divers. It went out 
with only 12. One of these divers told me 
that on the morning of the trip people got 
up early (the boat leaves the dock at 7:00 
am) and drove all the way down to San 
Pedro to drop off the food they had 
promised to bring. Then they went 
home. I didn’t even get up. I figured one 
less pie wouldn't be missed. (It wasn’t.) 

A few days after the trip I spoke to one 
of the wise divers who went. She said they 
had a great time. The water was flat and 
calm in Descanso Bay on the leeside of 
Catalina, the sun came out fora little 
while and the trip home, while a little 
rough, could have been a lot worse. It was 
then that an El Nifio driven fog cleared 
from my brain. The diver’s description of 
the most recent trip reminded me of 
those I have taken every December for 16 
years. They have all been remarkably 





similar. The water in Descanso Bay has 
always been flat, the visibility on the 
wreck of the Valiant and in the marine 
park has always been excellent and the 
sun has always come out (albeit briefly in 
some years). I have always had a great 
time. I couldn’t recall a bad trip—even 
during past El Ninos. The only way this 
year’s trip differed from those of the past 
was in the number of people—me in- 
cluded—who didn’t go. And we didn’t go 
because we believed predictions of awful 
weather that never materialized. 

One day a couple of weeks after that 
trip, Angelenos were expecting yet anoth- 
er “El Nifo driven storm.” As I rode the 
elevator up to SDM offices, the talk, of 
course, was of the weather. Since we’re on 
the 18th floor, there was a lot of time to 
talk. Just before he got off on his floor, 
one of my traveling companions asked, 
“Don’t we always have storms in De- 
cember? Why do they have to be “El Nino 
driven?’” Exactly. Weather happens, ev- 
ery day of the year, with or without El 
Nino. And, even with the sophisticated 
satellite systems used today, quite a bit of 
it is still unpredictable. 

This editorial is being written in 
December. By the time you read this in 
March, El Nino may bea thing of the 
past, it might have flared up again or it 
might be expected to return in the near 
future. Whatever. While we can’t ignore 
weather that might be dangerous, neither 
should we put our lives on hold because 
there’s a possibility something might 
happen somewhere—there’s always that 
possibility. Let’s go diving! = 


BONNIE J. CARDONE 
EDITOR 
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Worldwide Protection For Divers. 


No matter where in the world you are, if you have an accident, we're not far. * Membership in DAN not only means you 
are covered in an emergency, it means you are part of a worldwide network committed to dive safety and accident 
prevention. ** For $29 dollars a year, you receive travel assistance and medical air evacuation, a subscription to diving’s 
only health and safety magazine, and a host of other valuable, personal benefits, including eligibility for the world’s most + 


popular dive accident insurance program. * To join, call anytime. We'll be there. Divers Alert Network. 800 * 446 * 2671 


DAN 


www.dan.ycg.org. 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization affiliated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDL 
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We Light the Underwater World... 


Designed and built in the USA for both professional and amateur photographers, 
Ikelite offers 5 models of underwater strobes to meet different needs and budgets. 
Two year limited warranty on Ikelite Substrobes. 


SUBSTROBE 50 & 50s 


Don't let it's size fool you, this strobe is powerful 
enough for use as a main strobe with many lenses, and 
small enough to be used as a second strobe for flash fill. 
The Substrobe 50 is the brightest and fastest recycling 
strobe in its class. The small, compact size of the 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) and 50s (slave) make them ideal for 
macro photography while powerful enough for 28 wide 
angle lenses. The 5700°K color temperature brings out 
the true colors for macro and close-ups. 


SUBSTROBE 100a 


The Substrobe 100A offers variable output and 
angle of coverage. Simply dial in a narrow 
beam for more power, dial out to cover wide 
angle lenses up to 15mm (94°) with just the 
right power for great balanced lighting. Soft- 
Lite reflector provides rich reds, oranges and 
warmer flesh tones. Built-in modeling light. 


SUBSTROBE 200 
The Substrobe 200 has state-of-the-art 
electronics which provide a blazing 200 
watt-sec. of power, recycling in an 
incredible 1.6 seconds. The SS 200 delivers 
an even ultra-wide 100° beam utilizing 
Ikelite's special soft-lite reflector which 
produces warmer, more natural colors. Built- 
in aiming light is bright enough to use as a 
night diving light. No guessing about when 
to recharge; the SS200 features an LED fuel 
gauge showing how many rolls of film can 
be exposed with the remaining charge. 


SUBSTROBE 400 


The Substrobe 400 is the most 
powerful underwater strobe offered by 
any manufacturer, producing an 
unprecedented 400 watt-sec of power 
with a beam covering an ultra-wide 
110°. Soft-lite reflector, built-in aiming 
light, 4 sec. recycle and multi-power 
settings round out the professional 
features of this powerhouse. 


50 W 33rd Street 


® ® ; 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
a eC F e 317.923.4523 


Boz Rue 






Bie ever as Ca eee 


circle #67 on Reader Service Card 


sg For additional information contact your local dive shop or send $1 to Ikelite for a catalog. 
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SEEN BY 


Scampering across the expanse of roasted brutality 
called the Sahara, a scorpion has a better chance of getting 
caught in a rainstorm than of seeing a vehicle. Unless, of 
course, that vehicle is the new Jeep, Cherokee Classic— 
an oasis of capability and confidence in a place where 
the climate is unrelenting, the wildlife is deadly, and the 


Always use seat belts. Remember, a backseat is the safest place for children. Jeep is a regist 





JEEP CHEROF 
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sandstorms have a knack for making roads disappear. 
With available Selec-Trac’ full-time four-wheel drive, 
Quadra-Link’ front suspension, and a 190 horsepower 
4.0 litre Power Tech engine, Cherokee Classic is without a 
doubt the best way to navigate this ferocious sea of 
sand—or any other rugged terrain for that matter. 


ed trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 
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Even a toxic three-inch arachnid can see that www.jeep.com The new Jeep Cherokee Classic. Now 
this Jeep Cherokee Classic embodies adventure and __ better than ever. No matter what your point of view. 
legend with its new, bold monochromatic look, aggres- 


sive Ecco aluminum wheels, and rugged stance. WJee 
If youd like to take a closer look, call 1-800-925- 


JEEP for the dealer nearest you. Or visit our Web site at T HERES: ONLY ONE 
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PBS’ Secrets of the 
Ocean Realm Series 


Howard and Michele Hall spent two 
and a half years traveling the world’s 
oceans to film the sea’s most strange and 
exotic creatures. The results of their quest 
will be presented on PBS: The Great 
Whales/Shark, April 29; City in the 
Sea/Star Gardens, June 10; and Mountain 
in the Sea/Filming Secrets, August 5. 

For specific times, consult your local 
TV viewing schedule. = 





Ol 


Ready for the next step? 


As an Open Water Diver, 
Boston Sea Rovers’ 44th 


Clinic and Film Festival 


Boston Sea Rovers’ 44th U/W Clinic 
and Film Festival will be held March 7 
and 8 at the Copley Plaza, Boston, 
Massachusetts. Stan Waterman will host 
and Howard and Michele Hall will pre- 
miere their latest whale film. Workshops, 
seminars and equipment exhibitors will 
also highlight the show. 

For information, call (617) 424-9899; 
Web site www.searovers. org. = 


you already know ale 
exhilaration of diving — but 
you've barely broken the 
surface! PADI Advanced 
Open Water Diver is an 
in-water, performance- 
based program that gives 


you the skills, experience California Chocolate 


Abalone Dive 


Aquarius Dive Shops will host the 14th 
annual California Chocolate Abalone 
Dive on March 21 at San Carlos Beach in 
Monterey, California. 

Five hundred chocolate abalones will 
be planted in depths down to 30 feet. 
Nearly 400 prizes will be given away. 

Pre-registration is $20; same day is $23. 

For information, contact Aquarius at 
(408) 375-1933, (408) 375-6605, fax 
(408) 375-3051 or e-mail aquarius@ 
montereybay.com. = 


Beneath The Sea’s U/W Expo 


Beneath The Sea’s 22nd annual Under- 
sea Exposition will be held March 20 to 
22 at the Meadowlands Exposition 
Center in Secaucus, New Jersey. It will 
feature more than 300 exhibitors, 50 sem- 
inars and demonstrations and work- 
shops. There will be a film festival featur- 
ing renowned U/W explorers. 

For information, visit the Web site at 
www.cyberus.ca/~bts/, call (914) 664-4310 
or fax (914) 664-4315, = 
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of excitement. 


Deep Diving a2 3 ™ , ss .* Lots of diving. 
—— 4 Lots of fun. 


Definitely 
an E-ticket 
ride! 


Night Diving 


Visit your PADI Dive 
Center or Resort today. 
With Start Today 


Wreck Divin - i _ oe aelcliclce you could be 
..and many more! 1 Pea 


immersed in adventure 


this weekend! 


*E-ticket is a rating reserved for high levels of T ADL 


EXCITEMENT. People not interested in the thrill and 

adventure of new experiences and reaching new levels The Way the World 
of enjoyment may wish to try an alternative program - Learns to Dive® 
Advanced Couch Commander or Master Channel Surfer. www.padi.com 


If you have a diving related event you would 
like to see included in our Calendar section, 
please send information via e-mail to: 


sawyert@petersenpub.com 
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THE WORLD-WIDE 
AGGRESSOR FLEET 







We 


id 


ne Second 


on One Dive 
aboard an Aggressor. 
just imagine a WeeK 








Coco Island, Costa Rica 


Galapagos Islands, Ecuador 


lmagine a hassle- Imagine Stan Waterman, Jim Church or Jean- 
free dive vacation. Forget Michel Cousteau as your dive buddy. Picture 
about shuttling back and yourself face-to-face with a 30-ton humpback 
forth to shore on a tiny, crowded boat. Forget whale in the waters of Ecuador or Grand Turk. 
about rental cars, waiters, parking, and fue Dream of examining rarely 
lugging heavy tanks. Just think about ae yr a = "seen wrecks during a Truk 
diving, or a soothing hot tub, or a ay eure pe A - ; Aggressor Il “Deep Week.” 
delicious platter of brownies served to | 5 i : Since 1984, over 30,000 
you before you can even take off your j — = . divers stopped imagining the 
wet suit. This is not a fantasy dive es i "ultimate dive vacation and 
vacation—it’s a typical week on any one began living it. Choose one of our ten destinations 
of Aggressors’ twelve live-aboards. and reserve your affordable, dream dive vacation 
Imagine pristine dive sites flourishing with today aboard an Aggressor. 


marine life—minute and massive. Imagine photo 
equipment, film processing, Seven-day 
Nitrox and rebreathers charters starting at 
all steps away from your $1,495 per person ee 
private stateroom, which w= A 
is of course steps from 800-348-2628 FLEET 7 


The Ultimate in Live-Aboards® eae 
ys lee abr s Aiud Seats travel agency Sere-Ni-Wai, 





504-385-2628 P.O. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381-1470 E-mail: divboat@aol.com or divboat@compuserve.com www.aggressor.com 
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BY JIM WALKER AND BONNIE J. CARDONE 
PHOTOS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
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Neon orange, gusseted side panels distinguish the | ER LirT TEK’s sin- 
gle bladder air cell, which surrounds the tank’s contours and expands away 
from the diver on inflation, offering a good orientation in the water. An elastic 
strap system keeps the inflated bladder low profile. From Beuchat, the Master 
Lift offers interchangeable air cells, available in 44 or 62 pounds of lift. It is 

made of 840 denier nylon. Releaseable pockets, holding up to 18 pounds of 
soft weight each, are kept in place with twist locks. There is a well padded 
harness and the low profile, single band, adjustable backpack accommo- 
dates doubles. There are two manual dump valves, plus a dump 
valve/overpressure relief valve incorporated into the inflator hose. The 

Master Lift Tek comes in three sizes and has a suggested retail price of 

$590, plus $41 for the weight pockets. 


RIG 


The harness of the RIG, from Dacor, can be customized with a screwdriver and wrench 
} to fit torso length, tank length and user’s girth. The integrated weight system holds up to 
' 18 pounds of releaseable weights in each of two pockets. The air cell is of three layer con- 
struction, with a replaceable inner bladder. The plastic reinforced harness and air cell are 
permanently attached; the air cell (L-XL) provides 75 pounds of lift. The minimal back- 
pack can accommodate doubles. The Rig is constructed of 1,000 denier Cordura 
Megacloth and comes “Spare Air ready.” There are 16 D-rings for accessories as well as a 
small pocket on the front of the cummerbund for an optional signal mirror and rigger line 
cutter. Two, one inch male quick-release buckles can hold the Reef Saver instrument re- 
tainer. The Rig retails for $590. 


TRANSPAC II 


Dive Rite’s amazing BC is a modu- 
lar buoyancy system. Five interchangeable air cells 
or “Wings” of varying maximum buoyancy (30 to 
85 lbs.) are available, as are harnesses in five sizes. 

There are optional crotch straps, sport cummer- 
bunds, double tank stabilizing plates and a variety 
of detachable pockets, too. The Transpac II, with 
the Rec Wings bladder, as shown, has a suggested 
retail price of $719.95. This setup features weight 
release pockets (each pocket can hold 16 pounds 
of weight and 30 pounds are provided); a double 
bladder back inflation module (60 Ibs. buoyancy) 
with elastic tensioners; waist strap and quick-re- 
lease chest strap; location-adjustable D-rings; 
and a host of other specialties. 
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SEA ELITETECH ®» 3 


The , from Divers Supply, isa modular BC made of 1,000 denier e 
Cordura nylon. Harnesses are available in XS through XXL. There arethreeinter- —j/ 
changeable, double bladder air cells available in 60, 85 or 100 pound lift capacities. |", 
(Tandem air cells are available for extra safety.) Two integrated weight pockets on the p 
harness hold up to 15 pounds of weight each and there are two accessory pockets. The 
minimalist backpack, with two tank bands, accommodates a variety of single tank sizes 
and can be converted for use with double tanks. Optional crotch strap. Six stainless 
steel D-rings, three hose retainers. The Sea Elite Tech with 60 pound lift capacity air cell 
retails for $595. 


DU! BACKMOUNTED BC 


The modular offers 58 pounds of buoyancy in an elasti- 
cally tensioned single bag bladder that encircles the scuba tank for stability. The inflator 
hose can be quickly mounted above the left or right shoulder and the over- 
pressure/dump can be set up at the bottom of either the right or left side of the air 
chamber. The BC can be adapted for use with double tanks. The shoulder straps and 
chest closure can be adjusted for length and height. The waist strap can be height ad- 
justed via twin snap-in buckles on either side and it can be purchased with built-in, re- 
inforced weight carrier panels. Dual weight pocket modules (accommodating 10 
pounds of weight each) attach to each panel via quick-dump cable mechanisms. Two 
unique, elastic retractor clips are suspended from the shoulder straps for attaching 
small accessories. The BC, with integrated weight pockets, has a suggested retail price of 
$696 (a jacket style is $716). 


AEON 


The |, from Forté, is an integrated back 
inflation/harness unit. It carries 12 pounds of 
releaseable weights in each of two pockets on 
the front. Two other front pockets are suitable 
for a backup mask or accessories. There is also 
a small, zipper closing pocket. The Lightning- 
Lock waist strap is a combination of a wide, 
touch-fastener closing strip and an ad- 
justable, quick-release buckle. The unclut- 
tered front has plenty of stainless steel D- 
rings for accessories. The BC is constructed 
of 1,050 denier Senior Ballistic military 
packcloth; its single bladder air cell offers a 
lift capacity of 45 pounds in all sizes. The 
tank cradle has one band and accommo- 
dates single tanks. (A double tank model is 
available.) The Aeon comes in five sizes 
from S to XXL and retails for $440. 
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ADVANTAGE > ! 


modular BC adjustable for torso 
height. The BC is constructed of 
urethane backed, 420 denier 
nylon. Releaseable pockets on ei- 
ther side of the harness hold up 
to 10 pounds of weight and plas- 
tic retainers help keep the re- 
lease handles in place. Each of 
the two additional pockets on 

the uppermost ofthetwotank 
bands holds up to four + 
pounds of nonreleaseable 
weight, which promotes a face up 
floating position on the surface. An expan- 
sion strap prevents squeeze when the air cell is fully inflated; 

the gusseted, single bladder air cell provides up to 48 pounds of lift. 
Cummerbund length is also adjustable. There is a crotch strap and tank 
stabilizer strap. An optional tank band adapter accommodates doubles. 
The air cell has elastic cords that minimize air trapping and keep the air 
cell low profile. Plenty of D-rings and pockets. The Advantage retails for 
$450. The weight system is an additional $30. 





| ST EALT RA 


The , from Halcyon Equipment, is a modular 
back inflation BC system. The air cell has double bladder 
construction and is available in 15 or 50 pound lift capacity. 
The outer bag is 1,000 denier Cordura nylon. The stainless 
steel backplate has two nylon webbing tank straps and can 
accommodate twin tanks or a rebreather. The harness con- 
sists of nylon webbing straps. A sheath on the crotch strap 
contains a three inch long stainless steel knife. The pocket 
that cushions the backplate contains an optional neon or- 
ange Stealth Raft, inflated via the regulator’s low power infla- 
tor hose. The Stealth Raft can be a rescue device, a liftbag or 
an ascent line marker. The Stealth BC, outfitted as shown 
here, including 50 pound bladder, knife and raft, has a sug- 
gested retail price of $622. 


3E, from IDI, is a 
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VECTOR XK > 


Mares’ .K offers traditional wrap-around flotation in an integrated, single 
bladder design. It can be set up to accommodate single or double tanks. It features two re- : / 
inforced weight drop pouches (holding up to 13.2 pounds of hard or soft weights each) 
that remain hidden behind the large zipper accessed accessory pockets. The drop pouches 
are easily dumped by pulling on large handles that peel away touch-fastener tabs. The 
Adjustable Cummerbund System, extra wide shoulder straps, thickly padded backpack 
and padded collar and shoulder openings offer a high level of comfort. In addition to the 
inflator/dump valve on the left shoulder, there are overpressure/dump valves on the 
right shoulder and lower right back. The Vector XK has a suggested retail price of $519. 


Crain 2 i 
The modular design of the pr 

from Oceanic, allows the diver to quickly 
change the back inflation air cell (45 and | 
60 pound buoyancy cells are available). ** 
Using an adapter, the BC willeasily ac- || 
commodate twin tanks. Optional quick- 
release weight pockets are available (16 | 
pounds of weight each) and there aretwo °°}: 
non-releaseable weight pockets on the back — 4! 
(3 pounds of weight each). The thickly \" 
padded backpack has a convenient carry 
handle and there are adjustable, quick-re- 
lease straps at the chest and waist. The sin- 
gle bladder air chamber is made of rugged, 
expandable Bioflex/Kevlar. Available in 
four sizes, the Chute 2 is $499.95 with the 45 
pound air cell and $519.95 with the 60 
pound air cell. The weight release pocket 
system is $43.95. 


Aw Sa sss a 


The , from Poseidon, comes with a back inflation air cell offering 75 pounds 
of lift (other, interchangeable air cells are available), twin tank bands, removable Trimpack 
(for use with multiple tanks) and is made of 1,000 denier nylon. Special elastic cords keep 
the double bladder air cell low profile. The harness can be converted for use with integrated 
weight systems and is adjustable for tank height, user’s girth and torso length. The cum- 
merbund features a special stainless steel waist buckle. The Techlift comes with a clip-on 
retractable cord for the diver’s console or octopus and plenty of stainless steel D-rings for 
accessories. Available in four sizes, the Techlift sells for $598. 
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SUPERHAWK NT 


Scubapro’s ’ back flotation bladder encir- 
cles the scuba tank for stability and has elastic tensioners to 
maintain a sleek profile when deflated. The single bladder air 
cell (available in 32 or 48 pounds of lift) can be separated from 

the BC body easily. The system can be adapted to fit double 
tanks. In addition to the inflation/deflation valve on the left 
shoulder, there are overpressure/dump valves on the right shoul- 
der and lower right back. Integrated weights are held in two 
quick-dump pouches secured behind the accessory pockets (16 
pounds each), plus two nonreleaseable pockets on the scuba tank 
strap (8 pounds each). There are eight stainless steel D-rings and 
four plastic snap-in clips placed conveniently on the BC. The 
SuperHawk NT has a suggested retail price of $599. 


BLACK DIAMOND 


The , from Sea Quest, has an internally reinforced harness and a 
permanently attached, single bag back inflation bladder offering 50 pounds of buoyan- 
cy. Elastic tension straps keep the deflated bladder collapsed; it has an inflation/defla- 
tion valve above the left shoulder and an overpressure/dump valve on each side of the 
lower back. Five harness sizes are available and the backpack can accommodate single 
or double tanks easily. Up to 16 pounds of weight can be carried in each of two pull- 
dump modules. There are six stainless steel D-rings, two expandable side pockets and 
one small, zipper-opening waist pocket (on the Multiset waistband). The Black 
Diamond has a suggested retail price of $596. 


OUTBACK 


The modular | ‘, from Sher- 
wood Scuba, has a removable Trim-Pak 
and twin tank bands, two releaseable weight 
pockets and interchangeable double blad- 
der air cells with either 55 or 110 pound lift 
capacity. Air cells can be piggybacked fora 
redundant system. The weight pockets on 
the small BC hold 10 pounds of shot weight 
each; those on the medium, large and extra 
large hold 16 pounds each. The bungee lacing 
system provides a compact, streamlined pro- 
file and uniform air distribution in the air cell. 
The design includes a double tank mounting 
system and 1,000 denier DuPont Cordura mate- 
rial. The adjustable harness system can be cus- 
'  tomized to fit the wearer. There is a full comple- 
ge eMeRBOO” ; ment of stainless steel D-rings. The Outback 
ne comes in four sizes and sells for $625. 
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IMPREX PRO 


The integrated weight pockets on the , from TUSA, are at the 
bottom of the non-removable, single bladder, back inflation air cell (not the 
harness), where they promote an upright position on the surface. Each pock- 
et holds up to eight pounds of weight. There are two additional nonre- 
leaseable zippered weight pockets on the sides of the air cell. The uncluttered 
front offers two large pockets and plenty of stainless steel D-rings for acces- 
sories. The Imprex Pro (M-ML) has 38 pounds of lift. The low profile back- 
pack can accommodate extra large single tanks, each of the two tank straps 
has a double locking buckle. Made of 1,000 denier nylon with a polyurethane 
backing. The air cell is gusseted for a low profile when uninflated; the L-XL 
size provides 43 pounds of lift. The Imprex Pro comes in three sizes and has a 
suggested retail price of $580. 


SEA MASTER 


The reinforced harness of U.S. Divers’ has a neoprene lin- 
ing with a rolled edge for comfort. The single bag back inflation bladder en- 
circles the scuba tank and has an inflation/deflation valve above the left 
shoulder and an overpressure/dump valve on the lower right back. The in- 
tegrated weight modules hold up to 32 pounds of weight total, which can be 
quickly released via a unique snap-clip system. The BC can be set up to ac- 
commodate twin tanks and the air bladder can be separated from the har- 
ness. An adjustable, quick-release waist strap surrounds the wide, rein- 
forced cummerbund. Three stainless steel D-rings, plastic snap-clips, web- 
bing loops and large pockets allow the diver to carry numerous accessories. 
The Sea Master has a suggested retail price of $650. 


EGR 


The , from Zeagle, features 1,050 denier ballistic nylon con- 
struction and an exceptionally low profile cloth/nylon webbing back- 
pack with two tank bands. The double bladder air cell offers 65 pounds 
of lift. This is an integrated air cell/harness BC, the only one we know 
of with a single handle ripcord system that releases all the weight car- 
ried (up to 40 pounds) instantly. The harness is reinforced with ny- 
lon webbing at the shoulders, is extra wide at the waist and closes 
with two quick-release buckles. Can accommodate doubles. There 
is a console retainer and whistle on the right side and plenty of ac- 
cessory D-rings. The Tech comes in five sizes from XS to XL and 
has a suggested retail price of $687.50 as shown here. 


(Continued on Page 96) 
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Embark 
on your voy- 
age of discovery 
in the pristine 
Bahamas aboard the 
Nekton Pilot. Experience first- 
class accommodations, delicious 
cuisine, and world-class diving from 
the elevating dive platform. Departing from 
Ft. Lauderdale and Great Exuma for week-long 
excursions, the Nekton Pilot is designed to pamper 
divers seeking comfort, adventure and the unique. 


NEKTON ° DIVING CRUISES 
(800) 899-6753 © (954) 463-9324 


www.nektoncruises.com  Ship’s Registry: U.S.A. 
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The Plaza Ixesort 


BO N A 
BONAIRE’S 5- Ae Reee 


For More I: nformation & to make reservations: 


SEASONAL SPECIALS 


° 7TH NIGHT FREE! 

* OTH Day OF DIVING FREE! 

°7TH MEAL FREE! 

FREE Car, WITH A ONE BEDROOM VILLA! 
@FREE BCD & REGULATOR ON A 7 NIGHT STAY! 


*Special Group Rates Available “Certain Restrictions Apply 


www. plazaresorthonaire.com 
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1-800-766-6016. 
Tel: 781-821-1012 * Fax: 781-821-1568 | 


www. interknowledge .com/bonaire/ plaza | 





SNORKELING 
WITH 
HAWAIPS 
FRIENDLY 
TURTLES 


TEXT AND RHOTOGRARHY 
BY TAMMY PELUSO 





very destination has its signature at- 

traction—perhaps sea lions, Manta 

Rays or Whale Sharks. Without 

question, the stars of Hawaii’s un- 
derwater extravaganza are the turtles. 
Green Sea Turtles (Chelonia mydas)—best 
identified by the single pair of scales on the 
front of their heads and their dazzling 
green and brown flecked shells—are quite 
common in temperate oceans around the 
world. However, few other destinations 
have resident Green Sea Turtles with such 
amicable temperament; none has them in 
such abundance. In Hawaii, the turtles will 
typically greet the boat before snorkelers 
or divers even get in the water. If you swim 
out from shore you'll probably swim right 
into them while they lounge on the sur- 
face. They are definitely not bashful. 

I still vividly recall my first time with 
them in the water. We were in Kauai, the 
day was perfect, and we were going toa 
site that supposedly had tons of turtles. I 
was ready. Before the boat even dropped 
anchor we had counted at least a dozen 
tiny heads on the smooth surface; it was 
too good to be true. As soon as the engine 
stopped I was in the water with mask, 
fins, camera and snorkel. Within seconds 
I saw them heading toward me and my 
mind quickly flashed to the divemaster’s 
warning—Don’t touch the turtles! Green 
Sea Turtles are a protected species in 
Hawaiian waters; it is illegal to harass or 
touch them. Ok, I can live with that, I 
thought, but what does the law say about 
them touching me? Half a dozen turtles 
surrounded me and pushed, poked, nib- 
bled and nudged, while | tried desperately 
to get far enough away to take a photo. 

There are many theories behind the 
peaceful temperament of these particular 
turtles. The most logical explanation is 

(Continued on Page 93) 
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Sea & Sea VX-1000 . 


DIGITAL VIDEO GOES UNDERWATER’ 


BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


s we near the end of the millenni- 

um it seems digital data is becom- 

ing the norm. There are digital tele- 

phones, digital music, digital cam- 
eras, digital watches and digital video. 
That’s OK because digital data makes 
communication easier and faster. While 
video has been around for a while, digital 
video is a newcomer. And, because it of- 
fers crisp image color and technological 
advances, it was only a matter of time be- 
fore the digital video camera plunged into 
the deep blue. 

Sea & Sea Products, Ltd., has created a 
sophisticated housing—the VX-1000 
Pro—for Sony’s top of the line digital 
camcorder, the DCR-VX1000. This hous- 
ing not only makes underwater videogra- 
phy easier but produces high quality im- 
ages. And, it uses a combination of me- 
chanical and electronic controls to main- 
tain the creative flexibility of the camera. 

The Sea & Sea VX-1000 Pro is con- 
structed of corrosion resistant aluminum 
with a metallic finish. It is neutral in the 
water for easy handling. The halves of the 
housing are held together with four catch 
and strike clamps that incorporate a safe- 
ty latch to prevent accidental opening. To 
open the housing, first set it face down on 
a flat surface that will not damage or 
scratch the exterior. Push down on the 
safety latches and release two opposite 
latches simultaneously. Then open the 
other two the same way. It is important 
not to open one latch at a time. 

Before inserting the camera in the 
housing, attach the special baseplate. As 
you start to slide the camera into the 
housing, attach the sound mini jack to the 
front of the camera. This cord connects 
the microphone on the front of the hous- 
ing so you can record underwater sounds. 
After the camera is securely in place, at- 
tach the remote control cord to the back 
of the camera with a second mini plug. 

The VX-1000 has a special optical view- 
er built into the back half of the housing. 
The removable part of the eyepiece on the 
Sony camera is detached and stored ina 
safe place. A spacer is inserted so the re- 
maining part of the viewer angles up about 
30 to 40 degrees to align with the viewing 
system on the back of the housing. 


20 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1998 








The VX-1000 Pro 
housing was de- \ 
signed for Sony’s q 
Digital Video 
Camera DCR- 
VX1000. It is shown 
here with the 
external monitor 
housing, VMC- 







“This housing not only makes 
underwater videography easier but 
produces high quality images.” 


Before closing the housing, check all 
the functions on the camera. This is not 
difficult and becomes almost automatic 
after you've done it a couple of times. As 
with any underwater housing, check to 
make sure the blue O-ring is clean, seated 
properly and that no cords are being 
pinched between the housing halves. The 
housing back half is secured in the same 
manner it was opened, by simultaneously 
closing two opposite latches. Check all the 
housing controls one more time to make 
sure they all work. 

The creative aspect of the VX-1000 Pro 
comes from the controls on its sides. On 


the right handle, there is the recording 
start/stop button, zoom button and 
record LED. The left handle provides 
control of manual focus, autofocus and 
image brightness. The remaining controls 
are on the back of the housing. These in- 
clude program AE, white balance button, 
one-touch white balance, internal illumi- 
nation, shutter speed control and the auto 
lock/hold switching dial. That’s quite a 
few controls, but most adjustments are 
set once and not changed during the dive. 

Sea & Sea has added a few special fea- 
tures that make the VX-1000 Pro even 
better. Any moisture entering the hous- 








V/ 


ature and comfort combine to offer 
| a refreshingly new and different 

| dive vacation experience. All-inclusive 

| packages are available at unbeatable 

| introductory prices. 


| Ctus DomINIcUS BEACH 
& DIVE CENTER 


It is an all inclusive, 500 room resort 
located on one of the island’s most 
beautiful beaches. All meals, drinks, 
non-motorized sports, activities, 
taxes and tips are included. An 

* on-site diving facility offers dive 
@ trips to Catalina and Saona Islands. 


1-800-898-9968 U.S. © FAx 809-221-6806 | 
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CORAL COSTA CARIBE 
BEACH HOTEL & SEA PRO 


Luxury, all-inclusive beach front hotel 

in Juan Dolio offers 4 restaurants, 5 

bars, watersports, & activities. Enjoy 

_ diving reefs, walls and wrecks with 

| Sea Pro. Special excursions to Cat- 

alina Island and La Caleta. Our 
rofessional staff teaches all levels of 
ADI/SSI certifications. 


1-800-308-8132 U.S. © Fax 809-526-3141 
http://www.coralhotels.com 
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DON JUAN BEACH RESORT 
& TREASURE DIVERS 


| Unique modern PADI facilities built 
as native fishermen village, right on 
the beach with private pier to enjoy 
the island’s best caves, wrecks, 
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4 canyons and reefs. Next to La Caleta 
| National Under-water Park. Tour 
historic Santo Domingo and call for 
our great all-inclusive packages. 


1-800-820-1631 ¢ FAx 809-688-5271 
http://www.caei.com/djbr 
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EL PorTILLO BEACH RESORT "am 
& SAMANA DIVE CENTER 


Surrender to the beauty that sur- 
f rounds you: miles of unspoiled 
beaches, every watersport imagin- 
able, and a PADI dive center offer- 
ing exciting wall, reef, wreck and 
cavern diving. Explore villages and 
waterfalls by jeep or horseback; all 
for one irresistible price. 
1-800-550-1869 © Fax 809-240-6104 
http://www. prieto-tours.com 
| /portillo/scuba 
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FLAMENCO BEACH RESORT 
& DIVERS ACUATICAS 


New all-inclusive resort in 

Puerta Plata, offers what you want! 
6 restaurants, activities day and 

| night, direct access to beach and 
shopping! Explore walls, gardens, 
and caverns with full service PADI 
diveshop that specializes in training. 


| 1-800-545-8089 © Fax 809-320-2775 
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PUNTA CANA BEACH 
RESORT & DIVE CENTER 


| a : y The perfect integration of a nature- 
ere Coan OM es i [a «lovers retreat, with all the comforts § 
| oe SN ae ay of a luxury resort. Soak up solitude, 
. et SS” or indulge in every activity imagin- _ 
‘ae able, including reef and fresh-water | 
- cavern dives with our Padi Dive 
Center, a great place to begin your 


diving experience. 


. 1-800-972-2139 © Fax 809-541-2286 
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| For general information on our country call today toll-free: 
From USA 1-888-374-6361//1-888-358-9594//1-888-303-1336 
From Canada 1-800-563-1611 E-mail Sectur@codetel.net.d 
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LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 





Rated in the Top 4 
Caribbean Liveaboard 
Dive Vacations 
by the readers of 
Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING 
3 years ina row! 

* 


5 Dives DAILY 


Reers, Wrecks, WALLS, 
ANO PINNACLES 


8 DouBLe CABINS WITH 
EN-SUITE VANITIES, A/C 


Futt PHorto, VipEo & 
INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 


* 


DEPARTURES EVERY SATURDAY 
FROM St. MAARTEN 


Now ONLy 


US °1,195" 


pp/dbl occ 
“Celebrating 
10 Years Of 
Liveaboard Excellence!” 
M/V 

CARIBBEAN 
AG OKO) 82 8 
For INFORMATION CALL: 


1-800-322-3577 


Outside US/Canada call 307-235-0683 
Or Fax 307-235-0686 
EMail: expven@coffey.com 
www.caribexplorer.com 


7 


_ VENTURES 


Aah Oy ein sO 


P. O. Box 310 » Mitts, WY 82644 USA 
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SEA & SEA VX-1000 PRO 


ing will be indicated by a yellow LED 
flashing in the viewfinder. The top of the 
housing has a heavy duty carrying handle. 

A port on the top of the right handle al- 


SEA & SEA VX-1000 VIDEO 


HOUSING SPECIFICATIONS 





Description: U/W Housing for 
Sony DCR-VX 
1000 Digital Video 


Camera 


Manual focus, 
zoom, recording 
start/stop, 
stand-by 


Brightness 
control, MEF/AF, 
auto lock/hold, 
program AE, 
shutter speed, 
white balance, one- 
touch white 
balance, 
illumination, 
control dial 


Corrosion-resis- 
tant aluminum 
alloy, metallic 
finish 


13.6x 8.2.x 15.5” 
(wxhxd), 
including handgrips 
15.8 lbs. 

200 feet 


VCL-0752 Wide 
Conversion Lens, 
carrying case, 
color filter, hand- 
grip, silicone 
grease, O-ring, 
angle adjustment 
spacer, gap align- 
ment spacer, 
focus gear, 2 N 
batteries, instruction 
manual, O-ring 
remover 

Video Lights CL- 
8050A, CI-50A, 
CL-20D video 
light package, 
external LCD 
monitor system, 
VX arm 

and Sea Arm V 


Housing Retails For: $3,995 
Camera Retails For: $4,199.00 


Handgrip 
Functions: 


Housing 
Functions: 


Construction: 


Dimensions: 


Weight: 

Depth Rating: 
Housing Package 
Includes: 


Options: 


lows the connection of the optional exter- 
nal monitor that fits on the top of the 
housing. The VMC-50/V housing for 
Casio’s VM-50 video monitor comes in 
handy for situations when you can’t al- 
ways have your eye focused on the inter- 
nal viewer. An optional wide angle con- 





version kit includes a dome port and wide 
conversion lens that can be attached to 
the front of the camera/housing, provid- 
ing 88 degree diagonal coverage. Sea & 
Sea also offers U/W video lights and arms. 

Technology is changing from day to 
day. It is really hard to stay ahead of it all. 
It is nice to see that Sea & Sea has helped 





The Sea & Sea VX-65 housing takes the Sony 
CCD-SC55 or CCD-SC65 high 8 video cam- 
era underwater. The camera sells for $1,499; 
the housing is $1,299. 


photos/courtesy Sea & Sea 






The Sea & Sea Digital Marine FD-7 housing 
was made for the Sony MVC-SD-7 digital still 
camera. The photos are stored on a 3% inch 
floppy disk in the camera, they can be viewed 
using the camera or a PC. The camera sells 
for $799; the housing is $1,625. 


The Sea & Sea VX-100D housing was de- 
signed for the Sony DCR-SC100 Digital Video 
Cassette Camcorder. The camera retails for 
$2,099, the housing for $1,999. 


take digital to the depths of the sea (or at 
least to 200 feet) with its VX-1000 Pro 
housing. And since Sea & Sea isnowa 
Sony dealer, you can buy both camera 
and housing at the same time. The Sony 
DCR-VX1000 camera retails for $4,199; 
the VX-1000 Pro housing is $3,995. 

For more information, contact Sea & 
Sea Underwater Photography USA at 
1938 Kellogg Avenue, Carlsbad, CA 
92008, (760) 929-1909, = 
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‘Dive into our turquoise sea 


1 and discover a world of 
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wrecks, réefs; walls and relaxation in 


‘waters teeming with life. Descend to our 


ancient ocean floor where vivid oversized 


sponges sway with the current. . . 
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Plunge into a subterranean kingdom with ~ 
over 200 dive’sites; each with its own” 


distinct characteristics: Glide along Bloody 
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scuba 
ACCeSSOres 


Miller Visual 
Dynamics 


Anti-Fog Mask: 


Tgisi eels TREE 
WAY TO SEE U/W 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTO BY BONNIE J}. CARDONE 





TOURS A&A TRAVEL 
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FIESTA AMERICANA... 








COZUMEL REEF i 
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Gold Palm Resort Dream Resort 





EXPERIENCED DIVER PROGRAM 
New e Intermediate e Advanced ¢ and 
Select Fast Boat Diving 


pit free, defog solution free, hassle 

free. Just don the Miller Visual 

Dynamics Anti-Fog Mask and dive. 

Developed by a chemist who creat- 
ed fog-free coatings for ski goggles, this 
mask is great for divers who have allergic 
reactions to defog solutions, as well as 
those who find the time tested method of 
using saliva disgusting. 

The Miller mask features a supple, 
clear silicone skirt for comfort and a tight 
seal. The generous nose pocket allows 
easy clearing and the tough ABS frame 
should hold up magnificently to the 
bumps and scrapes most dive masks 
must endure. The soft, padded neoprene 
headstrap has a wide profile for a solid, 
nonslip fit. The nylon webbing and flip- 
lock buckles are quickly and easily ad- 
justable for fine tuning the mask for the | : Lo } 
perfect fit. oo - a) 7 

The split lens design allows for a low eS | 2ast ¢ 
volume air space, which reduces under- 
water drag. 

The Miller mask comes in a variety of 
colors to coordinate with your current 
gear. It sells for $84.95. 

For information on the Miller Visual 
Dynamics Anti-Fog Mask, call (801) 
779-2683. "3 


* Free unlimited shore tanks 

* Free lodging upgrade with daily 
Continental breakfast (space available) 

%* Free EDP Mask Strap for every diver 

* Free airport/hotel transfers 

* Free 20% food & beverage discount 

* Free daily taxi voucher to town 

* Best diving service in Cozumel 


4 night package from 
$499 winter / $379 summer 


Includes three days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and FREE beach tanks. 


7 night package from 


$874 winter / $645 summer 


Includes five days of 2-tank boat diving, 
tax, and FREE beach tanks. 


Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


800/346-6116 


Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 


http://www.islandream.com 
© SD/AD 1997 
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| Add Adventure And Excitement 
| To Your Next Dive With Divi. 


At Divi Resorts we are well known for our 
excellent dive programs because we have always 
catered to the dive market. 


Vier bushes 


DIVING Ga DIVI RESORTS 
Our Padi 5-Star Peter Hughes Dive facilities 


are unmatched and are designed 
for the novice to the expert. 


Divi Flamingo Beach Bonaire is 
surrounded by 50 spectacular dive sites. 
This resort offers great diving, tennis, 
two swimming pools, an intimate beach, 
watersports, great dining and a casino. 


Divi Tiara Beach Resort on Cayman Brac 
is a diver’s haven with walls, reefs and wrecks, 
including the new Russian Destroyer. This 
casual resort is for those who seek the ultimate 
getaway. You will escape and relax in - 
) a very tranquil setting. ! 
; 8B © CIN nA ass RR. GE CAYMAN BRAC J 


DIVI FLAMINGO = DIVI TIARA | 


| BEACH RESORT & CASINO TS FATE Gi | 
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Something Special in the Caribbean 











For reservations Call 1-800-367-3484 
Divi Resorts operates 8 Caribbean Resorts: 
} Aruba (3), Barbados (2), Bonaire, Cayman Brac and St. Maarten. 
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DIVERS ACADEMY OF THE 
EASTERN SEABOARD 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY HERB SEGARS 
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was waiting for a ferry to cross the 
Hudson River from Manhattan, New 
York to Weehauken, New Jersey when I 
noticed a barge moored to a pier north of 
the ferry terminal. It sported a large red and 
white divers down flag and the logo of a com- 
mercial diving company. I wondered what 
their current project included, until I looked 
at the pilings that supported the pier and the 
building that projected out over the water. 
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Many pilings were fragments of their orig- 
inal size and all looked in need of replace- 
ment. This scene replayed in my mind the 
time Tamara Brown, president of Divers 
Academy of the Eastern Seaboard (DAES), 
told me pier restoration is one of the many 
facets of the commercial diving industry 
that is fueling a need for divers—a need 
she is finding difficult to fill. She said, “I 
cannot fill all the requests I get for divers. I 
send out a list of our graduates to the dive 
companies. They get the list and call me to 
tell me all the people on the list are cur- 
rently employed.” 

There are many reasons commercial 
diving is booming. These include in- 
creased regulations and standards, pier 
restorations, power plant work and work 
resulting from natural disasters such as 
bridge failures after flooding. Bridge 
damage occurs through scouring—the 
erosive action of running water excavat- 
ing and carrying away material around 
bridge foundations. Depending on the 
severity, some bridges are closed until an 
inspection is done. Natural disaster in- 
spections occur in addition to normal 
bridge inspections, which have tripled in 
the last few years. Other projects that pro- 
vide work for the commercial diver in- 
clude internal and external outfall pipe 
inspections at waste water treatment 
plants and renovation and replacement of 
oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico. 

I can’t think of a better time to become 
a commercial diver than when the de- 
mand for divers far exceeds the number 
available. Changing or beginning a career 
is a big decision. Ideally, this transition 
should happen quickly, at a reasonable 
cost, with an end result of steady work and 
a better than average salary potential. 

Making the decision to become a com- 
mercial diver is easy; choosing the right 
dive school is much more difficult. Some 
factors to consider are reasonable costs, 
financial assistance programs, a reason- 
able training period, the best and most 
comprehensive training, experienced in- 
structors, state of the art equipment and 
real life training conditions. A school with 
all these attributes is Divers Academy of 
the Eastern Seaboard. For firsthand infor- 
mation, call the school and talk to its staff. 
They will give you honest information 
about becoming a commercial diver be- 
cause they want you to succeed in your 
new career. You will be told that the wa- 
ters of the Delaware River are cold in the 
winter; that their real life in-water train- 
ing is done in poor visibility and that the 
river bottom varies from hard to muddy. 
They will tell you they do not have train- 
ing tanks and that dive training condi- 
tions are not Caribbean-like. Their condi- 
tions are real—the kind commercial 
divers experience on a daily basis. 

If you started a class at Divers Academy 


Students prepare a 

vessel for sinking in the 
Delaware River. Opposite 
page: J.T. Gruby makes a dive 
in the Delaware. 


Dennis Hiedson uses a cutting torch. The 
welding and cutting course includes 40 hours 
of topside training before students try it U/W. 


today, you could be working as a com- 
mercial diver in five months. You would 
have a full range of diving and mechanical 
skills, the potential for excellent income 
and be presented with exciting challenges 
and travel opportunities. 

Divers Academy of the Eastern Sea- 
board is in the Port of Philadelphia in 
Camden, New Jersey at the South Jersey 
Port Shipping Terminal. The school was 
founded in 1977 by Captain William 
Brown, a commercial diver who knew 
what it took to turn out quality commer- 
cial divers. Captain Brown has turned over 
the reins of the company to his daughter, 
Tamara Brown—a commercial diver who 
started her career on the oilrigs of the Gulf 
of Mexico. On October 7, 1997, Divers 
Academy celebrated its 20th anniversary 
with a renewed vow to maintain the high- 
est standards of commercial dive training. 
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Tamara Brown, president of Divers 
Academy of the Eastern Seaboard, helps 
Mitchell Faison suit up on the dive barge. 


Not accustomed to resting on their lau- 
rels, the management and staff continue 
to work toward the goal set by Tamara 
Brown—to turn out the best entry level 
commercial diver possible. New training 
instructors have been added and Rich 
Cortez has been promoted to the position 
of training director. In his new capacity, 
Cortez tracks the progress of each student 
to ensure none falls behind the rest of the 
class. He acts as a student advisor and co- 
ordinates the training program. He pro- 
vides individual attention to the many de- 
tails that exist in a growing enterprise. 

Course presentation is being stream- 
lined and enhanced with the use of com- 
puter technology. The entire staff works as 
one entity to produce an entry level diver 
who can work safely and efficiently with a 
wide array of job skills. The school’s diver- 
sity is evident in its curriculum. Students 
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WORLD RECORD REBREATHER 


22,000 feet round trip, at a depth of 
285 feet, over 210 minutes of bottom 
time in Wakulla Springs, commands 

a new line of equipment with such 

versatility and comfort that it is 
suited to all divers. 


The Stealth Wing BC System 
15# or 50# lift, 1000 Denier Cordura 
Single Bag Construction, Stainless 

Steel 5# Integrated Ballast 

Backplate, Web Harness with 

Stainless Hardware 


A Partial List of Unique Products: 


e Stealth Pocket Backplate Cover 
¢ Dual Chambered “Heads Up” BC 
e Public Safety BC w/ Inflatable PFD 


e Stealth Stowable “SURF MAT” 


Surface Support/Ascent Marker 
: Closed Circuit via Check 
Valve “No-lock inlet” 


OP Value 


S/S D-rings “ 
top/bottom 


Exciting Dealer Opportunities 


1-800-327-0412 
http://www. halcyon.net 
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DIVERS ACADEMY 


receive a 20 week, 720 hour course. 
Classes are held Monday to Thursday 
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm; and on Friday 
from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. The curricu- 
lum includes diving physics and physiolo- 
gy, decompression treatment and treat- 
ment tables, first aid and CPR, deep sea 
diving techniques and procedures, com- 
mercial scuba, underwater demolition, 
salvage, dive boat seamanship, bridge in- 
spection, mixed gas diving (both chamber 
and open water), hot water systems, safety 
standards, hyperbaric chamber opera- 
tions, underwater photography and 
video, employment opportunities, the 
offshore diving industry, the inland diving 
industry and the use of underwater tools. 

Divers Academy feels that to make a 
better diver, it must provide training in 
other important facets of commercial div- 
ing. These are not elective courses but a 
part of the entire package. The school con- 
tracts with Krautkramer Branson Inc., a 
well known and well respected Non De- 
structive Testing (NDT) educator and 
NDT aerospace technology center, to pro- 
vide a Level 1 certification course in NDT. 
The students use state of the art equipment 
to learn ultrasonic testing operations, de- 
tectability and inspection techniques, al- 
ternate inspection techniques and thick- 
ness gauging. This is a skill that has solid 
potential above water as well as below. 
Remote operated vehicle (ROV) operation 
and basic troubleshooting procedures are 
learned using the school’s Sea Otter. The 
welding and cutting course includes 40 
hours of topside welding training before 
students begin to cut and weld underwa- 
ter. Added training includes an extended 
rigging course, additional inland inspec- 
tion training, an introduction to hazmat 
(Hazardous Material) training and pene- 
tration training projects. The school is ac- 
credited by the Academy of Commercial 
Diving Educators (ACDE), licensed by the 
State Department of Education, has 
Federal accreditation from the Accrediting 
Commission of the Career Schools and 
Colleges of Technology (ACCSCT) and is 
a member of the Association of Diving 
Contractors, Inc. (ADC). 

To become a student at Divers Aca- 
demy, you must be at least 18 years of age, 
have a high school diploma or GED, pass a 
medical examination, have good mechani- 
cal ability, be able to swim competently 
and have a desire to succeed. Don’t let 
your age discourage you from becoming a 
commercial diver. Divers Academy has 
students in its current class who are in 
their middle to late 40s. The key to suc- 
ceeding as you get older is being in excel- 

(Continued on Page 85) 








WANTED 
SINGLE MALE 
NO JOB 
NO INCOME 
LIVES AT HOME 


(.not in the real world.) 


Get a lifel 
CALL 
THE OCEAN CORPORATION 


1-800-321-0298 


OR VISIT OUR WEB SITE 
http://diveweb.com/toc 
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“GREAT DIVING 


| arge animal encounters are our specialty, 








F njoy a magical open ocean experience on our 
do phin dive, or watch sharks being 


hand fed at Shark Junction. 


Awesome wreck and reef diving! You'll never 
forget your dive on | heo’s Wreck, an intact 
240’ freighter resting in 100 feet of water! 


GRAND BAHAMA 
ISLAND 


Endless water sports! Shop duty tree at the 
Fort Lucaya Marketplace, a tropical paradise 
Filled with fun, food & entertainment 
within walking distance 


of UNEXSO: 





Over: .. 
30 Years 
Experience , 
Delivering The Worlds. _ 
Most Exciting Diving Adventures! 


1-800-992-DIVE 
or 1-954-351-9889 


www.unexso.com 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS / SOCIETY 


™ 
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HOTEL 
& DIVE 
PACKAGES 


Starting at 5189’ 


* Effective April 6 - December 19, 1997 
Prices subject to change. 
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SHOOTOUTS 
WILL BE EVEN 
BETTER! 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 
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Ryan Boerma—Bonaire Macro 
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uring four special events last summer, divers con- 
verged on the shores of islands notorious for clear, 
warm water and colorful coral reefs. They came 
for the diving and the chance of taking a prize win- 
ning photograph but found much more. The Nikonos 
Shootouts offer amateur underwater photographers in- 
credible prizes, parties, education and camaraderie in the 
spirit of healthy competition. They also offer the opportu- 
nity for worldwide recognition of photographic excellence. 


Gracing these pages are nine images from photographers who have 
earned the distinction of being the 1997 Nikonos Shootout winners. 
Their eye for composition, exposure, focus and framing caught the atten- 
tion of the Shootouts’ judges; professional photographers who have the 
exacting job of choosing a handful of winners from thousands of entries. 

Singling out a Grand Prize winner is even more difficult, but one 
image stood out from the rest. Ryan Boerma’s photograph of Slender 
Filefish suspended in the safety of sea rod branches won First Place 
Macro in the Bonaire Shootout. As 1997’s Grand Prize winner, he and 
a friend will be traveling to Papua New Guinea, where they will explore 
the Bismarck Sea aboard Peter Hughes’ Star Dancer. 

The eight first place winners featured here are to be equally com- 
mended for their prize winning photographs. Lloyd Tucker won in 
Bonaire; Robert Black and Frederico Cabello found their luck in 
Cayman Brac; Susan Schermer and Mike Borne were chosen in Key 
Largo; and Mike Kennedy, Russ Haeberle and Barry Heller were se- 
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Lloyd Tucker—Bonaire Wide Angle Barry Heller—Curacao SLR 
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lected in Curacao. Each of these contestants will have the chance 
to once again explore the reefs where they snapped their ideal im- 
age; their prize is a return trip to the island, plus accommoda- 
tions and diving for two. 


1998 NIKONOS SHOOTOUTS 


For the past 12 years the Nikonos Shootouts have reigned as 
the world’s most successful underwater photographic celebra- 
tion. The winning formula for this event combined instruction 
from several of underwater photography’s leading professionals, 


(Continued on Page 61) 
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TRANSPORTATION 


Cayman Airways (Al! 
AIRPORT/CONDO PICK UPS ~—_—FREE 
CARRENTALS — From $43/day 


WEST WALLS 

SOUTH WALLS 
NORTH WALLS 
STINGRAY CITY 
COMPUTER DIVING 
PRIVATE CHARTERS 
SAIL/SNORKEL TRIPS 





CAYMAN HOTELS 


3 Nis 5 Nts 7 Nts 
$321 $524 $728 
Soze  Sh27 $731 
SLEEPINN $458 $753 = $1048 
TREASURE ISLAND $480 $790 $1100 
INDIESSUITES $611 $1008 $1405 
HOLIDAYINN $656 $1083 $1510 
GRAND PAVILION $750 $1240 $1730 


Prices are based on double occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival 
and departure, unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


LUE SSL UTE SS 
SEAVIEW 





Cayman 
Airways 


“Those Who Fly Us, ~ 
Love Us” 
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COCONUT HARBOUR 


OUR 3Nts SNts 7Nts 
FAVORITE $417 $685 $953 
PERCH Cayman’s ONLY choice for the dedicated diver 


"AMAZON" 

/ “MACAW” 
“AFRICAN GREY" 
““CONURE" 
““TOUCAN" 


"“LORIKEET” 
"COCKATOO" 





CAYMAN CONDOS 


5 Nts As 
TARQUYNN MANOR . 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
GRAPETREE/COCOPLUM 
VILLAS OF THE GALLEON 
BEACHCOMBER 

LONDON HOUSE 

LACOVIA 


$905 


Prices are based on quad occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival 
and departure., unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


” TUT HINUING 


GRAND CATMAN'S WATERSPORTS PARK 








A Y live-aboard 
when YOU can live it up? 


Spectacular diving is only part of a 












3-Night Bahamas 


Cruise from Premier Cruise. Included is delicious 


contemporary cuisine, a full casino, 


‘449 


including port charges; 
dive packages and shore 
excursions are additional 


bands, shows, comedians, room service 





and many on- 
board activities. And first timers to advanced divers 2. 
can enjoy dives like shark adventures, wall flying, 


reef dives, snorkeling—even an underwater marriage 


PREMIER 
CRUISES 


Youve got our attention. 


Plus additional shore excursions for fishing, golf or 


parasailing are available. For more information, call 


any travel agent or 1-800-373-2654. 


FEATURING ExoTIC DESTINATIONS IN THE CARIBBEAN, MEDITERRANEAN, MExICco, 
CANADA, NEW ENGLAND, THE BAHAMAS AND THE PANAMA CANAL 






Visit our Website at: www.premiercruises.com *Price is per person, cruise only, category K, double occupancy, 
for select sailings, on select vessels, Subject to availability and may be withdrawn without notice. Port charges and government taxes/fees are included. 
Certain conditions apply. Ships of Panamanian, Liberian and Bahamian registry. 
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Coral Reefs Hate 
Standing Ovations! 





Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for a 
memorable dive/photo vacation. 

Join our fun-loving group in: 

e Fiji May ‘96 aboard NEW Fiji Aggressor 

e Papua, New Guinea Oct ‘968 and ‘99 aboard NEW 
Paradise Sport 
¢ Solomon |glands trips aboard the Bilikiki May 
and August ‘98 and ‘99 

Includes free photo course! 


Learn With Cathy on Grand Cay 


Week Long Photo Courses 
June through oe 


=Cathy 


Val te, At Cathy Church’s Us 
se ry Also! Half Day U/W Photo Classes, PADI Phate 
ea & Private Instruction with Cathy © 
To receive ac Ch 


es Church! * 


opy of the Cathy Chureh Bulletin c 
all of our trips and courses, call or write: Cathy 
P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWA 


Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre & Galleries 


me 345-949-7415 © Fax 345-949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
http://www.cathychurch.com 


For a free brochure of Cathy's Breathtaking 
Underwater photos, call: 600-934-3661 
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WOMEN ONLY SCUBA ADVENTURES: 
Tropical Adventures has organized two 
unique group trips for women only. 
Both were designed with the specific in- 
terests and needs of the independent 
woman dive traveler in mind. In addi- 
tion, participants will have the opportu- 
nity to learn topside and U/W photo 
techniques from photojournalist 
Michele Warren Westmorland. 

From June 18 to July 5, the group will 
travel to Papua New Guinea touring the 
remote Highlands for cultural and na- 
ture tours and then to enchanting 
Walandi Plantation for superb diving in 
Kimbe Bay. The group will then board 
Peter Hughes MV FeBrina, for five nights 
diving off New Britain Island. The entire 
18 day package, including airfare from 
Los Angeles, can be arranged for $5,675. 

From August 14 to 21 participants will 
board the Sea Fever in The Bahamas for 
an encounter with Atlantic Spotted 
Dolphins. This trip will be limited to only 
10 women in order to enhance the inter- 
action between dolphins and the group. 
The eight day trip will cost $1,925 per 
person and includes airfare from Miami, 
hotel and all meals on the Sea Fever. 

For more information, call Tropical 
Adventures Travel at (800) 247-3483, fax 
(206) 441-5431, e-mail dive@divetropi- 
cal.com or visit the Web site at www.di- 
vetropical.com. = 


ATLANTIS DIve CENTER IS VOTED FIRST 
PLACE IN PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD FOR 
FIFTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR: For the past 
eight years, radio station SUN103.1 of the 
Florida Keys has conducted an annual 
People’s Choice 
Awards in the 
Upper Keys. 
Results for the 
1997 poll are in 
and Captain 
Slate’s Atlantis 
Dive Center was 
voted First Place 
in the category 
of Best Charter 
Dive Operator 
im the pper 
Keys. This will be the fifth consecutive 
time it has placed first in this category. 

Atlantis Dive Center has been serving 
the Upper Keys dive community for 
more than 20 years and continues to be a 
leader in delivering safe, fun dive vaca- 
tions and experiences to divers from all 
over the world. For more information, 
contact Captain Slate at (800) 331-DIVE 
or (305) 451-3020. 
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6 WORLD-CLASS DIVE ADVENTURES 


he view from the private porch of 

your guestroom offers a blue green 

horizon of the Caribbean Sea, 

framed by a wide, sweeping white 
sand beach. It is viewed through hibis- 
cus, stately palms and whispering pines. 
From the deck of the dive gazebo, where 
shore dives can be launched nearly any 
time of the day or early evening, you can 
get a view of the resort or parts of it—a 
charming tropical architecture sprawl- 
ing across a private island attached via a 
bridge to the main island. From the deck 
of your dive boat, anchored on a perma- 
nent mooring along the close-hugging 
fringing reef, the view expands to in- 
clude the emerald hills of a beautiful 
tropical island and a pure blue sky. 
Nearly every scene evokes the sense of 
privacy, enchantment and pristine dis- 
covery—and that’s even before you 
poke your head beneath the surface of 
the nearly transparent sea. 
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A massive sponge 
formation spills onto 
the sand at a site on the 
north shore of Roatan. 











Fantasy Island, encircled 
by aqua blue waters, is 
connected to Roatan by a 
bridge. Inset below: 
Spotted Cleaner Shrimp = 
on Brain Coral. 


A wonderful combination of experi- 
ences, both above and below water, 
awaits divers visiting the island of Roatan. 
Thirty-five miles off the coast of 
Honduras, in Central America, Roatan 
provides all the special attributes ofa 
tropical wonderland. Beneath the sea and 
lining both the southern and northern 
coasts for nearly 30 miles is a golden reef 
of nearly unimaginable beauty and pro- 
portion. Each coast provides more than 
40 known and distinctive dive sites: there 
are probably 100 more awaiting discov- 
ery. There is no sign of massive tourism 
here; almost every building, even those 
built for visitors, seems to blend nicely 
with the natural surroundings. As yet, 
there are no high-rise hotels, shopping 
malls, gambling casinos or golf courses. 
Even the sea routes are uncrowded; only 
occasionally do you see other dive boats 
at nearby sites. 

And yet, if you choose to stay at the 
Fantasy Island Resort, you will find your- 
self with little to desire in creature com- 
forts. Here is a handsome self-contained 
village, filled with the kinds of amenities 
nearly always associated with first rate 
leisure class hotels. The combination of 
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beautiful Roatan and the Fantasy Island 
Beach Resort Dive and Marina provides 
complete support in a wilderness setting. 

To begin, there are three things that 
separate Fantasy Island from every other 
dive resort on Roatan—the guestrooms, 
the restaurant and the dive operation 
with both south and north coast 
dock/stations. And, all other hotel ser- 
vices and amenities at the resort are un- 
surpassed in the Bay Islands. 

Flying into Roatan is a special experi- 
ence. If you sit on the left side of your 
TACA 737 jet (the most popular flights to 
Roatan are aboard a TACA jet leaving 
from Houston, Miami or New Orleans), 
you will see the island below you, lush and 
fringed with palms, surrounded closely by 
the fringing reef. Moments later you are 
whisked through the new and completely 
modern International Airport, then greet- 
ed by a Fantasy Island van and sped away 
to your private island setting. 

Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive and 
Marina is ona 15 acre islet attached, as I 
have mentioned, to the island of Roatan 
by asmall bridge. Built and opened in 
1989 by the Jackson family of nearby 
French Harbour, the resort has always 
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been, and will probably always be, a work 
in progress. Never satisfied by yesterday’s 
version of perfection, additions, renova- 
tions and improvements are made con- 
stantly. For example, the manicured fo- 
liage, now matured, nearly blankets the 
resort in a breathtaking tropicality. 
Coconut palms, pine trees and most ev- 
ery other kind of indigenous greenery 

nearly obscure the original construction. 
The focal point is a two story, double 
winged building painted in subtle tropi- 
cal tones that houses the huge reception 
(Continued on Page 67) 
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6 WORLD-CLASS DIVE ADVENTURES 


Dphire Seas 
CaMV lovectalt 
Gore 8 Mintexelonn 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 





rom the deck of Toucan Diving’s 

32 foot Island Hopper, Purple 

Rain, the waters off the island of 

Bonaire looked incredibly invit- 
ing. They were totally translucent in the 
5 to 10 foot shallows, becoming a light 
aqua where the crest of reef met the 
drop-off. Just beyond, the sea wasa 
deep sapphire. Off Bonaire, the drop- 
offs are unbelievably close to shore. Less 
than 80 feet out, the tops of these de- 
we scents customarily begin 25 to 30 feet 
below the surface, cascading to 150 or 
even 600 feet in some places. Thus, 
shore diving off Bonaire does not in- 
volve long, difficult swims to reach the 
best part of the reefs. You wade in, swim 
30 feet and you’re ona reef bristling 
with life. 

Among the Western Hemisphere’s 
great diving destinations, Bonaire offers 
a thriving coral kingdoms with abundant 
or. a of varieties of tropical fish, invertebrates 
| and brightly hued sponges. Our first 
dive of the morning on Rock Pile, on 
the south side of Bonaire's tiny offshore 
island, Klein Bonaire, was as beautiful 
as advertised. At depths of 40 to 130 
feet, scattered among numerous collec- 
tions of soft corals, majestic sprays of 
tall Purple Tube Sponges and recliner 
+ sized Orange Elephant Ear Sponges 

nln ~ punctuated the slope’s steep contours. 

sere , As I was coming back along the crest 
Poh fe near the end of my dive a Toucan dive- 
. master waved me over. He was pointing 

out something to other divers. The fo- 
fatRMe) ar Lacs sheceye me Cw ikel@esiomoliiaa, ze) 
medium sized yellow frogfish down in 
the coral a mere 30 feet from the moor- 
ing. All I could think was, it never fails. I 
had a 15mm lens on my camera and 
(Continued on Page 69) 
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6 WORLD-CLASS DIVE ADVENTURES 


imini is only about 50 miles from Miami, 
but there are adventures here you can’t 
find on the other side of the world. For 
instance, wild Spotted Dolphins are ea- 
ger to play with you in the blue water along the 
edge of the shallow Grand Bahama Bank. And 
then there are the walls that beckon you to drift 
along the coral and sponge covered cliffs, often in 
spectacularly clear conditions. Or, how about the 
densely packed schools of Blackbar Soldierfish 


and French Grunts that will almost let you join 





their ranks on the shallow coral reefs? Take the 
short hop over to Bimini and Bill and Nowdla 


Keefe of Bimini Undersea will share it all with you. 











Bil & Noda Rep, 


SiIMIN\ 
NDERSEA 
ENTURES ©. 





BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES: Bill and Nowdla have operat- 
ed Bimini Undersea since 1982, taking over as owners in 1987. 
Their personal commitment to the enjoyment and satisfaction 
of their guests will be obvious from the moment you set foot on 
Bimini. A staff member will greet you at the plane and get you 
settled into your hotel. One or both of them is on nearly every 
trip to ensure everyone has the best time possible. 


and More @ 
Right Next Door 





Bimini Undersea operates two excellent dive boats. 
Adventurer is a spacious, stable 42 foot Stapleton with twin 
diesels. A major overhaul has just been completed on this boat, 
restoring it to like new condition. The other boat is called 
Delphine, a 32 foot Island Hopper with an easy ride and a good 
turn of speed. Naturally, both boats are outfitted with all the 
necessary safety equipment. The dive schedule is flexible enough 
to accommodate special requests, with three dives scheduled 
each day and night dives available on Tuesdays and Fridays. The 
10 full sets of rental dive gear on hand at Bimini Undersea are re- 
placed every two years to ensure any equipment you use will be 
in good working order. Snorkel gear and boutique items such as 
hats and T-shirts are also sold in the shop. 

In addition to Bill and Nowdla, the Bimini Undersea staff in- 
cludes instructors Melanie Philippi and Xenia Brobiel, and shop 
manager Sophia Bowleg. As a group, they exhibit a zest every day 
that makes you think it’s all just fun. Their enthusiasm and help- 
fulness, however, is matched by their competence in their jobs. 
Melanie and Xenia will guide dives on request, but they don’t in- 
sist on running your dive for you. Buddy pairs are free to con- 





Opposite page: Wild Spotted Dolphins (Stenella plagiodon) frolic in 
the clear, shallow water of the Grand Bahama Bank. Left: Snorkelers on 
board Bimini Undersea’s boat (with Bill Keefe at the helm and Nowdla 
sitting on the deck beneath him) anticipate their arrival at the Dolphin 
Excursion. Below right: Blackbar Soldierfish (Myripristis jacobus). 


duct their dives responsibly and computer divers are welcome. 
BIMINI DIVING: From a geographic point of view, Bimin1 is ide- 
ally situated for diving. On one side is the Grand Bahama Bank, a 
virtual nursery ground for reef fish and marine invertebrates. On 
the other is the deep, clear oceanic river known as the Gulf 
Stream. In between is the prize for divers: a high energy zone of 
fish and coral. Victory Reef, Tuna Alley and the Nodules are ex- 
citing wall dives that stretch for miles. The tops of the walls are 
generally about 40 feet. In some places, the bottom is well below 
the safe sport diving limit of 130 feet; in others, the wall bottoms 
out on a sandy flat between 90 and 100 feet. Reef fish such as Black 
Durgons, Queen Angelfish, Schoolmasters and many others are 
abundant along the wall, while the proximity of the Gulf Stream 
ensures that some interesting pelagics are seen as well. Silvery 
schools of Horse-eye Jacks and big, powerful Permit are com- 
mon; divers have been surprised by Sawtooth Sharks on occasion. 
Star, Starlet and Brain Corals are scattered across the sand in 

40 feet of water at the Strip, a delightful reef for fishwatchers 
and photographers. Smallmouth Grunts, French Angelfish, 
Blackbar Soldier- 
fish and Honey- 
comb Trunkfish 
are only a few of the 
dozens of species 
represented in large 
numbers on this 


} fio 
eB 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


reef. Large coral heads of multiple species are scattered all 
around at the Kinks, creating a maze for divers. The sand sur- 
rounding the tall formations provides a convenient place to 
stop and check out the coral at a leisurely pace. 

The Bimini Barge, Sapona and Bimini Trader are three of 
the wrecks regularly dived by Bimini Undersea. All have been 
down long enough to become thickly encrusted with corals and 
sponges and are surrounded by reef fish and pelagics. Each 
seems to have resident Green Moray Eels and Hawksbill Turtles, 
seen by divers on nearly every visit. 

WILD DOLPHIN EXcurRSION: This is an experience you will never 
forget. Bill and Nowdla have been running this unique trip for 
more than a year and have been successful more than 80 percent of 
the time. This is remarkable when you consider the dolphins are 
completely wild and initiate these encounters on their own accord. 

The Wild Dolphin Excursion is a snorkel-only trip, mostly be- 
cause the dolphins won’t tolerate scuba gear. The more actively 
you snorkel with them, the more they like it, but they stay away 
from anyone with a tank and regulator. Of course, you don't 

(Continued on Page 71) 
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A Time to Discover the 
Domunican Republic 


ECOLOGICALLY 1D] y aie 
PUN IA CANA BEACH RESO Ry 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 


he Punta Cana reef system is a majestic expanse. At the 
easternmost end of the Dominican Republic, the second 
largest island in the Caribbean, it is the longest continu- 
ous reef tract in the region as well as the least explored. 


Starting just beyond the shore 
and extending as much as a mile 
out, its well developed spur and 
groove formations bottom out 
at 50 feet. Just beyond the end of 
this first main reef, beginning 
between 50 to 75 feet, the broad 
expanse of white sand bottom is 
dotted with numerous patch 
reefs adorned with large, color- 
ful sponges and gorgonians. 
Still farther out, at 80 to 100 
feet, the bottom begins to drop 
away to the deeper reaches of 
the Mona Passage, where, on oc- 
casion, divers will find cruising 
reef sharks. 

Occupying an area where the 
tropical Atlantic and Caribbean 
meet, Punta Cana’s diving condi- 
tions are customarily favorable 
Wren cUicM en isunricam anvil ie 
ty averages between 50 and 100 
feet, with temperatures seldom 
falling lower than the upper 70s 
(°F) in winter. Accessing this far- 
away region of the Dominican 
Republic is the Punta Cana 
Beach Resort and Ecological 
Foundation. 

The resort covers a 105 acre 
slice of this immense, sprawling, 
undeveloped region and is di- 
vided into separate, luxuriant, 
modern complexes containing 
400 rooms in all. Primary ac- 
commodations included Coco- 
tal ocean view rooms, right on 


the beach, with two queen sized beds; the Superior, with two 
full sized beds (also with close access to the beach); and the 
Villas, two and three bedroom complexes in either the tennis or 








Above: An aerial view of the lush grounds of the Punta Cana 
Beach Resort. Below: Guests luxuriate in the tropical splendor 
of uncrowded white sand beaches and warm, calm water. 








beach areas, sharing a centrally located living and dining room 


with kitchenette. The bedrooms in the Villas feature one dou- 
ble or two full sized beds. All rooms have with air-conditioning, 
direct dial telephone, security box, cable TV, hairdryer and ei- 
ther a balcony or terrace. 


Guests on the half-board meal 
plan can indulge in buffetstyle 
breakfasts and dinners (witha 
different theme each night). 
Dining a la carte, with a small, 
additional surcharge, is also an 
option at Mamma Venezia (spe- 
cializing in Italian); La Cana, La 
Tortuga or La Choza (with 
menus offering both Caribbean 
and international choices); and 
Franco’s Pizzeria. 

Among one of the Punta Cana 
Ecological Foundation’s preser- 
vation programs Is the 1,555 acre 
transitional forest (a type of for- 
est that falls between tropical rain 
forest and dry forest), donated by 
the resort owners, Grupo Punta 
Cana. Named the Indian Eyes 
Park (centered between the resort 
grounds and newly completed 
Marina Punta Cana), it is not on- 
ly beautiful, but also unique in 
that it is supplied by an under- 
ground river system emerging at 
12 different natural spring basins. 

In addition to the park and 800 
meter span of private beach, ma- 
jor facilities on the grounds in- 
clude an immense swimming 
pool, a couple of tennis courts, 
large conference rooms (each will 
seat up to 200), as well as a chil- 
dren’s playground, kiddie pool 
and Kids Club daycare center. 

An all-inclusive resort, Punta 
Cana’s activities include sailing, 


windsurfing, waterskiing, kayaking, snorkeling, tennis and 
aerobic classes. Nightly live performances by entertainers and 
musicians round out the list of fun things to do. Horseback 


(Continued on Page 82) 




















cave near Punta Cana. 
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with the Sea’s 
Apex Predators 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 


archarhinidae is the largest family 
of sharks in the world, containing 
more than 100 species. This family 
is also known as the Requiem (the 
first word of the traditional Latin mass for 
departed souls) Sharks. Even today, some 
mariners consider the presence of these 
sharks ominous. 

On the reef, one member of this family, 
Carcharhinus perezi, the Caribbean Reef 
Shark (averaging six 
to eight feet in length 
and weighing more 
than 200 pounds), 
certainly warrants 
respect. Formidable 
in appearance, sleek 
and powerful, it is 
the master of its do- 
main. Watching a 
large group of more 
than 20 rush in, 
tightly circling a lone 
diver fully clad in 
chainmail, is a spec- 
tacle that can leave your heart in your 
throat. With energy reminiscent of a large 
pack of rambunctious dogs eager to greet 
their master, the sharks waste no time 
when the fish is drawn from the can. 
Focused on the feeder, they display no in- 
terest in other divers, even brushing 
against those watching on the sidelines 
now and again. 

Forever etched in my mind is the hor- 
ror Captain Quint, the shark hunter from 
Jaws, felt when he found himself in the 
water with a shark. That prospect used to 





Left: Wearing a protective chainmail 
suit, feeder Mark Baron offers a morsel 
to an eager Caribbean Reef Shark. Inset 
above: Participant Jason Hardy and staff 
shark feeder trainer Cristina Zenato. 





send a chill down my spine. Today, I can’t 
get enough time in the water with the 
guys in the gray suits. I’m not alone. In 
addition to becoming an attraction for 
the adventurous, diving with sharks has 
evolved into big business for several oper- 
ations worldwide. When it comes to 
putting divers close to the action, no one 
does it quite like the Underwater Ex- 
plorers Society (UNEXSO) in Freeport, 
Grand Bahama. 

Divers are taken to 
Shark Junction, a 
wide, sand valley be- 
tween two reeflines 
that is marked by an 
old recompression 
chamber in 50 feet of 
water. Here, the eager 
group, escorted by two 
UNEXSO safety divers 
clad in chainmail, is 
lined up on the bot- 
tom with their backs 
to the chamber. With 
safety divers standing watch at both ends, 
the feeder walks up and down the line so 
everyone gets a clear, exciting view. 
During the exercise, the feeder will occa- 
sionally drop to her/his knees while at the 
same time palming the nose of one of 
these animated sharks, inducing a trance. 
The shark becomes nearly motionless, 
permitting the feeder to literally lift it 
from the bottom and suspend it in his/her 
arms for up to halfa minute. Afterward, 
snapping out of its hypnotic state, the 
shark rejoins the feed. 

While entertainment is a big part of the 
experience, safety is a major factor. In ad- 
dition to the safety divers checking guests’ 
air consumption and general well being, 
both the feeder and the videographer (al- 

(Continued on Page 82) 
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The Bluestriped Grunt 
det Casliolmialeiaery) 
will probably make an 


appearance on every dive 


you make off Florida 


Coast to 


! Coast from 


the Panhandle 
to the Keys 


BY SHIRLEY BROWN 
PHOTOGRAPH BY BRIAN PARKER 


wenty-two years ago I fell offa boat 

into a wonderland of vivid, moving 

colors. Fishes flashed like neon signs, 

corals rose above me like exquisite 
sculptures and the sun cast starbursts 
though the blue water. 

This was my first trip to the Florida 
Keys. It was the beginning of a quest to ex- 
perience every aspect of diving this multi- 
faceted state—a feat I will never accom- 
plish because like the facets of a jewel, 
Florida changes with time and new high- 
lights are forever appearing. 

A map of this state could almost be di- 
vided into an emerald-cut jewel. More 
than 8,000 miles of the state is comprised 
of tidal coastline and is scattered with 
thousands of barrier islands. The center is 
literally waterlogged with springs and 
rivers. In the northern facet, the Pan- 
handle has soft, rolling green hills covered 
with pines, huge live oaks, springs and 
rivers flowing down to beaches of pure 
white sand and into the Gulf of Mexico’s 
emerald colored waters. Another facet is 
the west-central Gulf Coast, with its old 
resort towns. It borders a shallower ocean 
floor littered with wrecks, ledges and in- 
land springs, which are home to endan- 
gered West Indian Manatees. The center 
facet is honeycombed with limestone pas- 
sages, caverns, caves, sinkholes and rivers. 
This freshwater inland diving Mecca is 
unique in the world. The southeastern 
facet runs from Palm Beach to Miami and 
is swept by the warm Gulf Stream. Here, 
the ocean floor gathers corals and tropical 
fish to adorn the innumerable wrecks and 
reefs offshore. The bottom facet, the 
Florida Keys, offers year-round diving in 
the waters surrounding the 135 miles of 
islands from Key Largo to the Dry 
Tortugas. 

As a vacation destination, Florida offers 
much for families. Travel is easy with in- 
terstates and highways crisscrossing the 
state, connecting major towns and inter- 
national airports. Vacation planning is 
easy with accommodations for the “rich 
and famous” as well as the “poor and low- 
ly.” There are restaurants for all tastes and 
a wealth of attractions to be seen, tasted 
and experienced. 
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FIVE FACETS OF FLORIDA 


In the south, water temperatures range 
from the mid 70s (°F) in the winter to 80s 
in the summer. The weather in the 
Panhandle is seasonal; therefore, winter 
water temperatures can be lower. Known 
as the Sunshine State, Florida has temper- 
ate weather in the north and tropical in the 
southern reaches of Miami and the Keys. 


THE EMERALD COAST 


Massive schools of baitfish cover the 
wrecks and dolphin encounters are the 
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norm along the Panhandle. Stretching 
from Pensacola in the west to Apalachicola 
in the east, the white sand beaches along 
the shore attract nesting turtles during the 
months of May through October. 

There’s a raw natural beauty to the in- 
land areas, with springs offering the op- 
portunity to dive salt water in the morning 
and fresh in the afternoon. Visibility can 
fluctuate with tides and water conditions, 
but 40 to 50 feet is average. Water temper- 
atures in the summer are in the 80s (°F); in 
the winter they are in the 50s to 60s. 

Bounties of new and old wrecks attract 
divers to historic Pensacola. The oldest 
steel battleship, the 340 foot USS Massa- 
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chusetts,rests in 25 feet of water near the 
pass. In 75 feet of water lies the Russian 
freighter San Pablo. The 400 foot wreck is 
collapsed in the mid-section. A section of 
limestone reef called the Timberholes is a 
favorite with locals because of the Spiny 
and Shovelnose Lobsters hiding in the 
holes. Toward the east, Destin lays claim to 
the finest Blue Marlin fishing, but it’s un- 
likely divers will see one of these beautiful 
creatures underwater. What they will see 
on the 100 to 115 limestone reefs of 
Timberline is huge Arrowcrabs sharing 
holes in the undercuts with lobsters, snap- 
pers and beady-eyed Sand Perch. 

Destin and neighbor Ft. Walton are ac- 
tive in artificial reef building. First to go 
down in 1977 was a 440 foot Liberty Ship. 
The latest, Miss Louise, a 95 foot tugboat, 
was sunk in 1997 just two miles offshore. 

Fun loving Panama City attracts more 
than 40,000 divers a year. Its proximity to 
the gin clear northern springs of the 
Panhandle makes it an ideal base for stu- 
dent checkout dive. Close to the St. 
Andrew Bay pass is the USS Strength, a 
184 foot WW II minesweeper sitting up- 
right on the sand at 72 feet. In 1989, the 
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205 foot USS Chippewa was sunk in 102 
feet of water. It has become home to sever- 
al big *cudas. The Black Bart, a 185 foot 
oilfield supply boat, is covered with fish 
and isn’t far from shore. Bridge spans, 
barges, limestone reefs, airplanes, tanks 
and a hovercraft are part of the planned- 
reef program. 

A nice drive in the country to the north 
of Panama City are the springs of Vortex, 
Cypress and Morrison. Vortex Spring has 
manicured grassy banks leading down to 
the lozenge shaped spring. Depths range 
from 20 feet in the basin to 70 feet at the 
cavern entrance. The cave system extends 
down to 100 feet and is for certified cave 
divers only. Cypress Spring is in a beauti- 
fully wooded area. The circular spring 
basin is 20 feet deep and there is a small 
cavern extending to 70 feet. Bald cypress 
trees surround the spring at Morrison. 
Two caverns are in the spring, one at 20 
feet and the other at 80 feet. Each spring 
offers year-round diving in clear calm wa- 











ter with average temperatures of 68°F. 

Seven miles offshore Port St. Joe and 
Apalachicola, history was made when the 
465 foot British tanker, the Empire Mica, 
was sunk by a U-boat in 1942. Sitting on 
the sand at 110 feet, it’s a superb dive with 
sightings of Loggerhead Turtles, sharks 
and Amberjack. 

Farther south, a series of seamounts ris- 
es to 90 feet beneath the surface in an area 
called the Middle Grounds. Fish seem 
larger than life and corals flourish on the 
mounts. Dive operators from the Pan- 
handle are happy to arrange special trips to 
the Micaand Middle Grounds. 


THE WESTERN GULF COAST 


Tampa Bay and St. Petersburg are an 
hour west of Orlando and Disney World. 
Vacationing divers are discovering there 
are wrecks, limestone reefs and ledges that 
are magnets to a vast variety of marine life. 

During the spring, Jewfish, some weigh- 
ing more than 300 pounds, have been 
known to visit the wrecks and reefs. Visi- 
bility in this area can exceed 100 feet but 
normally averages at 50 to 60. 

The notorious 65 foot Gunsmoke was 
scuttled by drug dealers from Panama 
City, who, killed two people, threw them 
in a sinkhole and then tried to outrun the 
U.S. Coast Guard. The 180 foot tug Sheri- 
dan was sunk in 80 feet of water as part of 
the Pinellas County Reef building project. 
Not far from this wreck lies the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter Blackthorn, again in 80 feet 
of water. One wreck, called Doc’s Barge, is 
a spearfisherman’s hangout. Farther 
south, about 30 miles off the coast of 
Venice, is the 400 foot freighter Bay 
Ronto. She foundered and sank in 100 feet 
of gulf seawater during a 1919 hurricane. 
She lies upside down on the sand with big 
cracks in her hull. 


CENTRAL INLAND SPRINGS 


At Crystal River I watched in fascination 
as a huge creature came toward me trailing 
a clump of weed in its mouth. The endan- 
gered West Indian Manatee spends 
October through April in the 72°F water of 
Crystal River and the surrounding springs. 

At the Crystal River National Wildlife 
Refuge an encounter with the Manatee 
must be on its terms. Rules are simple: wait 
for the Manatee to approach you, no chas- 
ing, no separating a calf from its mother, 
no feeding or entering the Manatees sanc- 
tuaries. The local dive operators offer lec- 
tures about proper interaction and supply 
a wealth of information about the docile 
creatures, as well as the varieties of fish 
(saltwater and fresh) that visit the springs. 

Ings Spring, which is about 75 feet in 
diameter and 28 feet deep, has recently 
been cleaned as part of a $400,000 project 
to remove years of sediment buildup. 
There’s a good chance a Manatee might 











Paychecks 


Tammlectels 


_ Live the Dream. 


Yes, you can make a 
great living with the 
right training i 
ELale menor VLA y 
placement. 


ESAT Ee 
at 
cen ceo, 











ad J bei a hs tee Et a a a nana eRe eee semen ennai soe meee esiemmcaer 
Maar roant Cees CT Pee % TUI NANCING at 99 
PSbEd Gs-Ce EE li EL 100% TUITION FINANCING at 9% * 


: Approy ed Replies 
SUSI < oo 1Gk 


: jl Di, €: Gariter +4994 Oversea. Awe > Mai ation, FL Keys $3080 ie 
pla 8 types of instructor programs, 96% placed on an average ofall Institute programs including Divemastef afd} 
re “i locally-collected vocational student follow-up data have been used torcompile this information. The} 
d by state laws and rules: These data are available for inspettion Upon request: Licensed by State Board of 
finial rade and Busiriess Schools. Lic #94. Composite Photo: Underwater cla$son the reef at the Institute. 


A Vacation can be more than just 
another Pretty frece.... 


AI RN AUST E, “| CF AALS a Oe 


Daily Genta, Snorkel or Rrebreather 

Wreck and Reet Diving with alt the toys .. 
Pins a service-oriented Staff, Luxury Resort 
with all the amenities and GJonrmet Dining. 


Fly onr Wrecks or Reefs using DPV s 
or Wet Gab with (L/W) Comm System 
Experience Rebreathers Vitro Pet a 
Shark, feed a Moray dives and more... 


” Bok Peey em ‘4 


CLV ING 
€ — Ee ENP ee 
ek [& CAREER INSTITUTE. 


: at Ba Blanco Resort « 1994: Overseas Hwy 
Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 


800-33 1-HALL(4255) 
305-743-5929 in FL ¢ FAX 305 5168 ¢ www.hallsdiving.com 


SKIN DIVER MARCH 1998 51 








FIVE FACETS OF FLORIDA 


visit with you here. A deeper cavern is at 50 
feet and has two entrances. Twin Sisters is 
small and a good spot to see Manatees. 
Rainbow River, 20 miles from Crystal 
River, is a great way to experience a drift 
snorkel dive in 20 feet of sparkling water. 
Devil’s Den Sinkhole at Willisten is 
unique. The spring is 200 feet across, 60 
feet deep and often reflects the glorious 
Florida sky. Access to the water is down 
wooden steps through a dry cave. Close 
by is Blue Grotto, with an open cavern 25 


feet across and a depth of 100 feet. 

- Central Florida’s vast woodlands shelter 
numerous other springs. Branford is an 
ideal place to stay as it’s close to many of 
them. Ginnie Springs has long been a fa- 
vorite stopover for divers going to or from 
the Keys. This 200 acre resort along the 
Santa Fe River bank accesses seven springs. 
Two adjoining caverns in Ginnie Spring 
feature a remarkable white limestone wall. 
The depth is here is 60 feet and the water 
clarity is immeasurable. Close to the park- 
ing lot is Little Devil Spring, where the 
basin is 50 feet deep. Nearer the river is the 
20 foot deep Devil’s Eye, a popular dive for 
beginners. Devil’s Ear is a 40 foot crevasse 
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leading to the entrance of the cave system. 
When the river is clear, it’s great to float 
from Devil’s Ear to Ginnie Springs. Many 
of the springs, such as Peacock Slough, are 
within state parks that offer camping and 
canoeing facilities for all the family. 


THE EAST COAST 


The warm Gulf Stream bathes the East 
Coast, bringing with it a tremendous 
melee of marine life. The current changes 
daily, allowing rich nutrients to enter the 
sea from the many inlets. The visibility can 
be more than 100 feet with water temps 
ranging in the 70s and 80s (°F). Large 
pelagics such as Whale Sharks, Spotted 
Eagle Rays, Mantas and Bottlenose 
Dolphins are known to cruise the coast. 

Drift diving is very popular. The boat 
captain does all the work and follows the 
float ball, waiting to pluck you out of the 
water when you surface. 

Elements of surprise are exciting, as you 
never know what might show up. I’ve seen 
sharks, Eagle Rays, schools of Atlantic 
Spadefish, groupers and, on one occasion, 
a huge Jewfish covered with remoras. 

I made my first drift dive at a local fa- 
vorite, Frank’s Snapper Reef, a long ledge 
with depths extending from 60 to 100 feet 
off northern Palm Beach. Lots of nooks 
and crannies hide lobsters, morays and 
crabs. I'd been told about the resident Bull 
and Blacktip Sharks but, on this day, they 
were elsewhere. Another northern local 
hangout, Juno Ball Reef, is a ledge that 
starts at 30 feet and extends to the sand at 
90. Holes in the ledge hide Green Moray 
Eels, crabs and the ever-present lobster. 
Paul’s Reef, in southern Palm Beach, is 
near exclusive Palm Beach Island. It’s a se- 
ries of colorful broken reefs clouded with 
bright tropicals hiding in mini-caves with 
snoozing Nurse Sharks and turtles. 

In the same area are the reefs of Break- 
ers, Horseshoe and Cable Crossing, each 
offering a bounty of bright colors and hid- 
den crevices loaded with invertebrates, oc- 
topus and lobsters. Along the eastern 
coast, from Jupiter to Ft. Lauderdale, dive 
operators offer drift dives, wreck diving 
and trips to the shallower reefs for snorkel- 
ing and check out dives. Depths range be- 
tween 25 to 120 feet. The active artificial 
reef programs in the eastern counties have 
funded and placed wrecks all along the 
coast down to Miami. 

One of the best drift wreck dives is from 
the Mizpah to the PC 1170 and then the 
Amaryllis. At 80 to 90 feet, the 185 foot 
Mizpah is covered with growth and at- 
tracts an army of schooling Amberjacks, 
which circle from Mizpah to the encrusted 
portion of the old patrol boat. The huge 
450 foot Amaryllis freighter is absolutely 
chock full of schooling grunts and snap- 
pers. Sponges and soft corals have trans- 
formed the machinery at the northern end 








of the wreck into a garden of color. 

Farther south, at Boynton Beach Inlet, is 
a new wreck, the 175 foot cargo ship, Becks 
(or Captain Tony). Not far away is the 
wreck of the 165 foot Budweiser Bar, a 
German freighter sitting upright on the 
sand, covered with seawhips and sur- 
rounded by fish. The 65 foot Swordfish is 
near the inlet, covered with a mass of 
growth and surrounded by critters. Also 
near the inlet is Lynn’s Reef, a ledge with 
depths from 45 to 70 feet. It offers lots of 
hidey-holes for creatures. 

Offshore Boca Raton is Finks Grouper 
Hole, the site of one of the first shark feed- 
ing areas in Florida. Captain Charlie 
Collette has been feeding these Caribbean 
Reef Sharks for years. 

Fort Lauderdale’s reefs are reminiscent 
of The Bahamas and the Florida Keys, with 
lots of coral and marine life. A well- 
planned mooring system protects them. 

Barracuda Reef is a shallow ledge start- 
ing at 15 feet and dropping to the sand at 
30 feet. Fans and bright sponges attract a 
concentration of fish and invertebrates. 
Hall of Fame is popular with photogra- 
phers with its swim-throughs, arches and 
undercuts sheltering snappers and juvenile 
tropicals. At the northern end of John 
Lloyd State Park you can shore dive ap- 
proximately 200 yards offshore in 20 feet 
of water. Another family fun shore dive or 
snorkel, called HoJo’s Reef, is about 75 
yards from the Howard Johnson Hotel. 

The 197 foot freighter Mercedes literally 
gatecrashed a party in West Palm Beach 
and had to be hauled away. She was later 
cleaned and sunk off Ft. Lauderdale. She 
lies in two pieces in 100 feet, listing to star- 
board against a natural ledge. 

The Jim Atria is a 240 foot freighter that 
sank in 1987. Hurricane Andrew moved 
her into 135 feet of water and shifted her 
upright. Adorned with sponges and deep 
water gorgonians, she is a favorite with 
photographers. Not far to the north is the 
150 foot freighter The Rebel, which lies in 
110 feet of water. 

Tenneco Towers, a retired oilrig from 
the Gulf of Mexico, joined the reef build- 
ing program in 1985. Its series of tiers start 
at 65 feet and extend to 110 feet. Each tier 
has different life forms. Sightings of Bull 
Sharks are common, as are large Amber- 
jacks and baitfish. 

The Miami and Key Biscayne area has 
more than 30 ships, U.S. Army tanks, a wa- 
tertower and a variety of different struc- 
tures to dive. Miami has always been the 
Mecca for tourists; now diving here is be- 
coming popular. 

Wrecks such as the 120 foot Orion are 
covered with coral and full of fish. One of 
the most requested is a Boeing 727 jet 
called Spirit of Miami. A bit of damage 
was caused by a recent hurricane, but it’s 
still a super dive. 











A great place for new divers just off 
North Miami Beach is a neat idea dubbed 
the Wreck Trek. A trail connects two 
wrecks, the 85 foot tug Patricia and a 100 
foot fishing boat Miss Karline, and an odd 
sculpture of welded radio antennas called 
the Radio Antenna. Other small boats are 
sunk in the area, making any dive a voyage 
of discovery. 

A recent wreck is the DeMilly, a 257 foot 
freighter. Although she sits in 150 feet of 
water, a good dive can be made with a 70 
foot profile. The two U.S. Army Tanks are 
an unusual dive at 50 feet. A diver could fill 
several logbooks with dives around Miami 
and at the pristine Biscayne National Park. 
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THE FLORIDA KEYS 


The number of dive operators in the 
Keys must be more than in the rest of 
Florida, but then they host more than 
850,000 divers. The first stop is usually Key 
Largo, which began an underwater preser- 
vation program in 1960. That visionary 
plan ultimately led to the formation of 
John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park. 
Soon after followed the Key Largo Na- 
tional Marine Sanctuary and, to protect 
the entire chain from Key Biscayne to the 
Dry Tortugas, the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary was established in 1990. 

Years ago my first Keys dive was at Mo- 
lasses Reef. I was in awe of the coral for- 





rates and food prices in the Caribbean when you can rsteian 
your diving dollars into MORE TIME underwater in Key Largo! Ocean 
Divers of Key Largo offers you a front row seat to over 250 square 
miles of Underwater Zoo only 30 minutes from Miami. 
Roll out of your room at the beautiful Marina Del Mar (next door), 
grab a complimentary breakfast, get on board one of our comfort- 
able boats-you’re only minutes from getting wet. Easy Diving! 


Choose from 100’s of dive sites, 
feed the friendliest fish in the 
Sanctuary, dive one of our 

327 foot Coast Guard Cutter 
wrecks, explore a wreck 
torpedoed by a German U-Boat 
or do a REEF Fish Survey as over 
200 species of fish swim by (the 
Keys was recently rated the #1 
location for more species of fish 
than any other location in the 
Caribbean! 
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Or choose from our Unique dive experiences 
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or coming soon, 


Get ready to Dive Key Largo in a Whole 
New Way and get More Bubbles for Your 


Bucks at Ocean Divers! 


MARINA DEL MAR 
A] Resort and Marina 





Call: 
1-800-451-1113 \OC 


522 Caribbean Drive, Key Largo, FL 33037 
305-451-1113 ¢ Fax: 305-451-5765 
e-mail: info@oceandivers.com ¢ http://oceandivers.com 
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FIVE FACETS OF FLORIDA 


mations and the variety of fish. Today, ’m 
still in awe at this famous dive site of the 
Keys. 

Not far away is French Reef, featuring 
swim-throughs, small caves and over- 
hangs sheltering Glassy Sweepers and 
groupers. No first trip to the Keys is com- 
plete without a dive or snorkel on the stat- 
ue of Christ of the Abyss. I don’t believe 
the original statue in Italy has been pho- 
tographed or been such an inspiration as 
its watery nine foot replica. 
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International Job Placement 
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* Tuition Assistance Available 
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Another site prized by photographers is 
Elbow Reef. Many ships have foundered 
here, including three major wrecks that can 
be explored by divers. A nearby favorite is 
the Benwood, a WW II freighter scattered 
in 25 to 45 feet of water. This site is one of 
many where fish, including a large and fa- 
mous Barracuda, wait for fishy handouts. A 
night dive on this wreck is a blast! 

Outside the park are the twin Coast 
Guard cutters Bibb and Duane. They are 
considered an advanced dive owing to the 
depth and a probability of strong current. 
The deeper of the two, the Duane, is on its 
side at 140 feet. The Bibb is upright in 110 
feet of water; its wide open areas collect a 
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Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 

Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


m 7.0.8. 2363 » KeyLargo » Florida © 33037 » 305-451-3959 
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KELLY’S ON THE BAY 
<j & Aqua-Nut Divers 
2. Tank 2-Location Dive for only $40.00 
(Includes tanks & Weights. Available in our dive packages.) 
“A Very Special Place” 
Let us pamper you. ..we carry your tanks, 
We are one of the very few dedicated dive 
resorts in the Florida Keys. 


1-800-226-0415) | 
MM 104 Bayside Key Largo, FL 33037 
E-mail: Kellysmo@aol.com 


“We have recommended your shop to everyone out here. We 


i really can t wait to get back!” Chuck & Lynn 


¢ COMFORTABLE BOAT 
e FRIENDLY CREW 


e BEST DIVING 
IN THE 
UPPER KEYS! 


CALL CONCH 
REPUBLIC 
800°¢274+-DIVE 


ckandtom@fla.net 
www.conchrepublicdivers.com 
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phenomenal fish population. The mast, 
complete with a crow’s nest, is encrusted 
with sponges and corals and Barracuda 
stay motionless at the middle of the mast. 

Sometime in the future one of the 
largest wrecks for an artificial reef, the 
Spiegel Grove, will be sunk in 110 feet of 
water, near the Benwood. She measures a 
whopping 510 feet with a beam of 80 feet. 
At present she is undergoing an environ- 
mental cleanup. This will be the ultimate 
fish condominium. 

From Islamorada, it’s a short boat ride 
to the Eagle. This 287 foot freighter was 
one of the first to be sunk in the Upper 
Keys as an artificial reef. She lies on her 
side on the sand at 110 feet and, since her 
sinking in 1985, she’s accumulated a cov- 
ering of colorful growth. Jewfish are 
known to hang out in the darkness of the 
cargo holds. Pickles Reef, at 10 to 25 feet, 
is similar to a Caribbean reef with Pillar 
Corals and Purple Seafans sheltering 
grunts and Flamingo Tongue Shells. Davis 
Reef, at 35 feet, has friendly Green Morays 
swimming in the open. I also found a 
beautiful Queen Conch. Close by are bal- 
last stones of two ancient Spanish wrecks. 
The El Infante and San Pedro have accu- 
mulated a covering of coral over the years 
and the fish population is amazing. 

Marathon, in the heart of the Keys, has 
not changed much over the years with the 
exception of the rebuilding of the Seven 
Mile Bridge. 

The sinking of the research vessel 
Thunderbolt in 1986 provided the area 
with yet another fine wreck site. The 188 
foot vessel is intact in 120 feet of water with 
the top 75 feet beneath the surface. The 
bridge is great for photography backdrops 
and fishwatching. 

Sombrero Reef offers shallower dives or 
snorkeling at 10 to 25 feet with lots of 
milling fish, eels and lobsters. 

For years, a few of Marathon’s dive op- 
erators have been feeding Nurse Sharks on 
a shallow reef. Samantha’s Reef is named 
for a very friendly juvenile. The sharks en- 
joy the snack of Ballyhoo and seem to en- 
joy being petted. The reef depths run 20 to 
25 feet and appear to be a nursery for these 
strange creatures, as there are four or five 
females and juveniles. 

At the Looe Key Marine Sanctuary, the 
pristine diversity of the coral, sea grasses 
and sand flats is protected within the 5.3 
miles of sanctuary. Throughout the area, 
slopes and ledges covered with centuries 
old coral growth are a wonderful example 
of the Keys ecosystem. The Key is named 
for the ship, HMS Looe, which sank here 
in 1744. 

To experience the thrills and zany per- 
sonalities of Key West, join the crowd at 
Mallory Square for the sunset celebration. 
The bizarre displays of sword swallowing 
comics, household cats jumping through 








flaming hoops, contortionists and other 
acts are worthy of Las Vegas. Nature com- 
petes with this show with sunsets of wild 
colors backlighting the cruising sailboats. : 

To wet your appetite for diving visit the 
Mel Fisher Maritime Museum featuring 
gold treasures from the Atocha. It’s unlike- 
ly you'll be finding gold on the reefs and 
wrecks of Key West, but you will enjoy the 
scenery of coral and marine life. The dive 
operators of Key West are very accommo- 
dating and the boats are fast. 

One of the most requested dives is the 
wreck of the 186 foot Cayman Salvage 
Master, originally a U.S. Coast Guard 
lighthouse tender, then a freighter. She was 
impounded in Key West by the U.S. Navy 
while carrying 1,400 Cuban refugees. Her 
superstructure was removed in prepara- 
tion to sink her as an artificial reef. 
However, she sank while under tow to the 
site, and settled on her side in 92 feet of wa- 
ter. Later a hurricane pushed her upright. 
The deck is at 70 feet with the cables still 
visible and the hatches open. The dark in- 
teriors are perfect places for the Jewfish 
that call the wreck home. These mega-fish, 
one weighing more than 800 pounds, are 
wary of divers and have a habit turning tail 
and swimming out of camera range. The 
other fish and six foot Green Moray Eels 
are not shy and will appear when a dive- 
master pulls out the Ballyhoo. 

A resident Jewfish on the 75 foot Joe’s 
Tug likes to play hide and seek. He hides, 
you seek. The thumping sound he makes 
reverberates in the steel hull as he moves 
toward the coral. This tug is sitting in 65 
feet and is surrounded by coral. Sunk in 
1984, it’s also the home of a very friendly 
Green Moray and his buddy, a small 
Nassau Grouper. The eel likes to see his re- 
flection in your dive mask. 

Shallower dives are good for the after- 
noons at Trinity Cove, at 45 to 60 feet, is 
popular. Black Durgon, African Pompano 
and Crevalle Jack can be seen along with 
other pelagics. It’s close to the blue water 
of the Gulf Stream so visibility can average 
50 to 100 feet. The reef at Sand Key is the 
choice of new divers and snorkelers. 
Depths range between 10 and 70 feet on 
the tongue and groove reef. Elkhorn and 
Staghorn Corals and the remains of a brick 
lighthouse are highlights of the site. 

Key West dive operators can also ar- 
range dive trips to the Marquesas Keys. 
The secluded reefs found there are away 
from heavy boat traffic, therefore divers 
have the opportunity of having large coral 
heads and the small wrecks to themselves. 

For a diving vacation, Florida is fantas- 
tic! It’s easy to get to by road or air, you 
don’t need a passport or visa, and there’s 
no language barrier. It has no weird food, 
no weight restrictions and, best of all, 
American dollars, Visa and MasterCard 
are accepted everywhere. = 





i Career Development Center 


or at least you should be if you are 


looking for an 


Divers Unlimited has been offering quality PADI instructor education and 
placement for over 20 years. We were even awarded PADI’s *1 Training Facility 
in the USA, 3 years in a row!* 

Try the TRIAD program or go with the GOLD Instructor Training Program. Each of our 
programs can be custom tailored to meet the needs of the students. No, you won't be 
teaching the fish how to swim, but you can pick from dozens of jobs available throughout 
the world teaching people of all ages the wonderful sport of scuba diving. 


Our placement service is free. So is the call... 


954-430-3483 * Fax : 954-430-2757 
e-mail: dvrsunlma@bellsouth.net 
www.charternet.com/diversunlimited 
(1975/76/77) 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 
INSTRUCTOR SCHOOL 
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Amazing things happen when you expose your kids to the undersea world of Key Lawgo. 


Fish become school teachers. Craios become Friends, Of course, youll leavn something, too. 
That Key Largo offers one of the best vacation values anywhere. { Y A R( () 
To veceive your free brochure and coupon book, call |-$00-822-\088. 


Visit our web site: www.flakeys.com/keylavge. Class AismisseA. IN THE FLORIDA Keys 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL HARRIGAN 
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ob Haff and Jeff Cleary, the own- 

ers of Sea Dwellers Dive Center in 

Key Largo, love diving. These guys 

still get a kick out of motoring 
across the clear blue water with the coral 
reefs shimmering beneath the subtropi- 
cal sun. They like to try the latest equip- 
ment and watch the ever changing pa- 
rade of dive fashion. Their enthusiasm 
for the underwater world is only satis- 
fied by regular trips below the surface 
and they like to share their time with 
other divers who feel the same way. Sure, 
they are also business people who need 
to make a buck to keep the bankers at 
bay and, obviously, safety is fundamen- 
tal at, Sea Dwellers. But the secret of Sea 
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An Orange Elephant Ear 


Sponge provides shelter fora 
group of wary Porkfish 
(Anisotremus virginicus). 


oe. 
% 


7 


iy 





ob Haff, center: 2... 
‘teaches aresorty.. i. 


Sea Dwellers is a PADI Five Star Dive 
Facility and has been a favorite with divers 
in Key Largo for 26 years. The shop is con- 
veniently on the Overseas Highway at 
Mile Marker 100, across from the Holiday 
Inn. In addition to a full line of quality 
rental gear and new dive equipment, Sea 
Dwellers Dive Center carries an excellent 
selection of sport clothes and boutique 
items. Although Sea Dwellers is a full ser- 
vice shop, Rob and Jeff have kept the size 
of the operation in check, feeling that a 
small staff and friendly atmosphere are 
more conducive to fun diving. Personal 
involvement is another way they ensure 
that everything runs smoothly at Sea 
Dwellers, so at least one of them goes out 
on every trip. PADI master instructor 
Scott Rodman is in charge of Sea Dwellers’ 
diving instruction, which includes all of 
the PADI courses through divemaster. 


SEA DWELLER III 


Sea Dweller IITis a big boat Rob and Jeff 
intentionally limit to 28 divers in order to 
avoid crowding, even though it is certified 
for more. With a cruise speed more than 
20 knots, this is a fast, comfortable boat 
that gets you to most dive sites in 20 to 25 
minutes. Naturally, Sea Dweller IIT has all 
the amenities you would expect on a first 
class dive boat, including freshwater 
showers, emergency oxygen, camera rinse 
barrel and a cold cooler for drinks. There 
are plenty of seating choices, both in and 
out of the sun. The innovative “action 
seat” near the dive platform provides a 
convenient spot to sit safely while you 
pull on your fins and mask. From there 
you just stand up and step into the wa- 
ter—easy, safe and fun! 


SEA DWELLERS DIVING 


Sea Dwellers Dive Center has a wealth 
of reefs to choose from in the Key Largo 
National Marine Sanctuary, a prime sec- 
tion of the larger Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary known for its healthy 
coral coverage and big schools of grunts, 
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jacks and goatfish. The reefs closest to Sea 
Dwellers are among the most popular 
sites in the Keys, including Molasses and 
French Reefs. The marine sanctuary has 
installed more than 30 mooring buoys on 
Molasses, owing to the size of the reef and 
the variety of dive sites there. A dive start- 
ing at the deepest part of the reef and 
heading for the shallowest water would 
pass from about 80 to about 12 feet, cross- 
ing several distinct reef zones. Most divers 
tour the reef laterally, though, moving 
across the alternating bands of coral and 
sand. The tall ridges of fossil coral, topped 
with living colonies of hard and soft 


Sea 
Lwellers 
Live 
Center 


corals, form a maze of parallel mini- 
canyons that are delightful to explore. 
Every turn offers the possibility of a new 
discovery and Molasses Reef always seems 
to dish up something interesting. It’s not 
uncommon to see a Hawksbill or Log- 
gerhead Sea Turtle resting beneath a ledge 
or find yourself face to face with the gen- 
tly swaying head of a Green Moray Eel. 

French Reef is even more maze-like 
than Molasses because the coral ridges are 
not as uniformly parallel. In some places 
they even double back on themselves, 
forming elaborate cul-de-sacs, caverns 
and swim-throughs. 

Key Largo Dry Rocks has been home to 
the Christ of the Deep statue since 1963, 
when the Florida Park Service placed it on 
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KEEPERS OF THE FUN 


a pedestal there in about 15 feet of water. 
The statue remains an interesting point of 
focus, but don’t neglect to see the rest of 
this fascinating reef. Technically known as 
an inner bank reef, Key Largo Dry Rocks 
has the spur and groove formation typical 
of outer bank reefs on the seaward side 
and the generally circular shape of patch 
reefs on the land side. The depth and lay- 
out of coral formations make this one of 
those rare reefs that really is ideal for both 





diving and snorkeling. 

Wrecks are big on the Sea Dwellers dive 
agenda, starting with the Duane. This 327 
foot Coast Guard cutter was sunk in 1987 
and rests upright in the sand about half a 
mile south of Molasses Reef with the keel 
at 115 feet and the top of the mast around 
50. Squadrons of Horse-eye Jacks, Permit 
and Barracuda surround the upper decks, 
while Queen Angelfish and Stoplight 
Parrotfish munch on the sponges and 
corals that liberally coat the hull. Inside 
the pilothouse and superstructure, 
schools of grunts huddle for safety, 
swirling around divers who enter like 
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PRICE INCLUDES: 


7 Nights at the Sunset Beach Hotel 


Roundtrip airfare on ALM 


from Miami to Bonaire’ plus... 
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Weekends from Miami $100, from Atlanta $210. 
Non-diver companion deduct $190. 

e Upgrade to 11 boat dives: $80. 

Restrictions & blackout periods apply. 

Not included: $10 Marine Park Fee, U.S. 

& Bonaire departure taxes. 


Call for our low rates from your home city! 
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Dive Photo: Dale Sanders 
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smoke from a campfire. The Bibb, a near 
identical sistership of the Duane, rests on 
her side a short distance away. Because of 
the depth and frequent presence of strong 
currents, both ships are advanced dives. 

The Benwood is an easy dive that is a fa- 
vorite with photographers and fishwatch- 
ers. Sunk in 1942 after colliding with an- 
other vessel, the Benwood's bent and twist- 
ed bow can still be seen on the seaward end 
of the wreckage. Depths on the Benwood 
range from 25 to 45 feet. Of course, when 
the Spiegel Grove finally reaches the bot- 
tom, Sea Dwellers will start diving there, 
too. Long awaited by everyone in the 
Upper Keys, this 510 foot Navy landing 
craft carrier will be a spectacular dive. 


HOLIDAY INN 
SUNSPREE RESORT 


Lodging packages are available at the 
Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort. Constant 
upgrades have made this facility one of 
the most inviting in the Keys. The heart 
of the resort is a tropical garden shel- 


Sea Dweller Ill 


ied 


tered within the privacy of the hotel 
buildings. Two pools, one for adults and 
one for children, are set amid lush plant- 
ings and a picturesque waterfall. Bogie’s 
Cafe serves breakfast, lunch and dinner 
inside and lighter fare is available in the 
outside tiki bar where local bands play 
live every weekend. Humphrey Bogart’s 
boat from the 
movie African 
Queen is also 
on display on 
the dock out- 
side. =) 1ayve 
packages are 
available for 
any number 
of days de- 
sired and in- 
clude a double room, continental break- 
fast at Bogie’s and a two tank dive trip 
each day. You also get free passes on the 
SunCruz Casino boat. 

Sea Dweller III ties up at the Holiday Inn 
dock, so the boat is only steps from your 
room. To minimize handling your dive 
gear during your stay, you can turn it over 
to Sea Dwellers and they will rinse, store 
and set it up for you each day. 





Jeff Cleary and Rob Haff 


FAMILY FUN 
Sea Dwellers and the Holiday Inn are 








Established 1957 
The Oldest & Most 
Respected Resort Diving 
Operation in the World 








The official card of the Cayman j 
islands and Bob Soto's Diving. 





Well, as dive hotels go we have been around for a while. 





Yet we've always welcomed divers of every certification 
level. If you’re a beginner you'll find our instructors ready 
and willing to help you take 
the first steos to becoming an 
open-water diver. Advanced divers love Sunset House 
for the excitement of all-day, three tank diving on some of 


the most remote walls of Grand Cayman. All of our guests, 


though, rave about the no-hassle, unlimited shore diving 
right off the hotel’s back yard. And you might not believe it, 
but some folks say there’s more to a vacation than just diving. 
So for them we created other wonderful distractions. Like 
our first-class ‘Sea SUMSST FHI@UULY< 
Harvest’ restaurant, GRAND CAYMAN’S HOTEL FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS 
the renowned Cathy Church Photo Centre and what many 
locals would say is Cayman’s best bar. So whether you’re a 
certified diver or just dream about being one, Sunset House 
is the place for your next vacation. Call us today for rates on 
1-800 854 4767 or 345 949 7111 C8am-5jom EST). Or write us 
at Sunset House, PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. Wwe“. 


BB&P Main photo: David Wolfe. UW photo: Cathy Church 
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currently offering a great family package 
that lets kids stay and dive for free. Here’s 
the deal: one child up to age 16 dives or 
snorkels free with each paying parent and 
children up to age 18 stay for free in the 
same room with parents. The new child 
care program at the Holiday Inn, includ- 
ing supervised children’s activities and a 
playroom, makes the offer especially at- 
tractive. If your child doesn’t dive, resort 
scuba courses and junior open water cer- 
tifications are available at extra charge for 
children between the ages of 12 and 15. 
For more information or to make 
reservations, contact Sea Dwellers Dive 
Center toll free in the U.S. and Canada at 
(800) 451-3640. From other locations, 
call (305) 451-3640. E-mail should be ad- 
dressed to sdwellers@aol.com. The Sea 
Dwellers Web site can be found at 
www.sea-dwellers.com/keylargo/. = 


NIKONOS SHOOTOUTS 
(Continued from Page 32) 


competition in multiple facets of underwa- 
ter photography, generous prizes and an 
appealing social element. This is the pre- 
mier photography event of the year for un- 
derwater photographers of all skill levels. 

In 1998 two exciting Shootouts are 
scheduled, both will be held in the fall: 
There will be one on Bonaire from Sep- 
tember 26 to October 3; one on Grand 
Cayman from November 7 to 14. 

The 1998 Shootouts will combine the 
best of past events, as well as some excit- 





ing innovations. Photographic competi- 
tion will remain the focus, with the tradi- 
tional categories of macro/close-up pho- 
tography and wide-angle, plus additional 
new categories ideally suited to both 
Nikonos cameras and SLR systems. There 
will be activities for snorkelers, novices 
and the opportunity for night photogra- 
phy. Professionals such as Rick Frehsee 


and Stephen Frink will be on hand to 
teach the fine points of underwater pho- 
tography, and photo repair gurus Bob 
Warkentin and Fred Dion will be in resi- 
dence to lend helpful maintenance hints 
(and make repairs when necessary). U.S. 
Divers, the leading manufacturer of dive 
equipment, will have sample gear for loan 
and to accessorize underwater wardrobes. 
And, of course, there will be prizes—lots 
of prizes—underwater camera gear from 
Nikon, wetsuits from Henderson 
Aquatics, free film from Kodak and travel 
prizes courtesy of the host hotels in each 
destination. There will even be a Peter 


CUAN LAW e 





Hughes live-aboard dive adventure for 
two awarded as the Grand Prize. 

Yet for all the similarities, the 1998 
Shootouts will have unique aspects. There 
will be a single day Fish ID Challenge, 
where participants are given a list of 
species and behaviors and asked to shoot 
as many different fish as possible with a 
single roll of film. Photographic excel- 
lence is less important than fun and edu- 
cation in this competition. Expanded in- 
formational lectures will be given by 
REEF’s Laddie Akins to help participants 
prepare. Night photography will be a part 
of the macro/close-up shoot and infor- 


LAMM-ER EA W 


Pioneers and leaders of the liveaboard movement for 


25 years, we still offer the best crews, the best destinations, 


the most inspired cuisine, the friendliest service and the 


most luxurious comfort of any liveaboard. 
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[ooking for a diving 


adventure with a difference? 


Try adding a quiet, intimate resort 
with great accommodations and sumptuous 


_ ) meals. Throw in the 
viaila eidous areing that made Little Cayman 
famous. Add a sunken Russian destroyer. And 
the world’s top-rated dive operation. It’s all 
here at Little Cayman Beach Resort. Diving each Resort 
adventure in a first-class setting. eR ne Ea RIBS 


For information & reservations call: 1(800)327-3835 or (813)323-8727 Fax (813)323-8827 


e-mail bestdiving@aol.com or for online brochure www. braclittle.com 


ittle 
ayman 
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eave the tes “of lay | 3 
Brac Reef Beach Resort. In ncdttion to our 
world-famous diving, have fun with friends 
around our tiki bar, or unwind in our Jacuzzi, go 
fishing, snorkeling, hiking and biking. Or simply 


rf é Racer e stretch out under the 
REEF 


“ | “Mm swaying palms and 
savour our tropical breezes. This is a bit of BRAC 
heaven on earth. Make your escape today BEACH ~*~ RESORT 
and book reservations now! CUR YT CA RL Sn OR me 
For information & reservations call: 1(800)327-3835 or (813)323-8727 Fax (813)323-8827 


e-mail bestdiving@aol.com or for online brochure www.braclittle.com 
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mative lectures about underwater mod- 
eling will help prepare those on the other 
side of the camera for the wide-angle 
competition. There will be buoyancy 
control seminars and general photo in- 
formation will be available from Nikon 
staff on location. 

In order to conduct the quality event 
the Nikonos Shootouts are designed to 
be, all participants must preregister and 
make their travel arrangements through 
WaterHouse Photo Tours, the official 
1998 Nikonos Shootout coordinator. 
This is a full service tour operator work- 
ing with all Shootout host properties, in- 
cluding Bonaire’s Sand Dollar, Captain 
Don’s Habitat and Harbour Village and 
Grand Cayman’s Sunset House, the 
Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman, Grape- 
tree Condominiums and Treasure 
Island, among others. 

WaterHouse has arranged special 
Shootout Packages with each host prop- 
erty, designed to meet a wide range of 
budgets and preferences. But remember, 
all participants must preregister and 
book through WaterHouse Photo Tours. 
There will be no on-island registration. 
Please contact WaterHouse Photo Tours 
at (800) 272-9122, (305) 451-2228, fax 
(305) 451-5147. Send e-mail to photo 
tours@aol.com or visit the Web site at 
www.waterhousetours.com. = 





SUNBREEZE HOTEL RENOVATIONS: 
SunBreeze Hotel, on Ambergris Caye in 
Belize, has completed the construction of 
its freshwater pool, along with extensive 
refurbishment of the Beachfront restau- 
rant, kitchen and bar. 

Twelve feet of wooden decking have 
been added to the existing building; 10 
feet of decking now surround the pool. 

Improvements in all areas of the 
SunBreeze Hotel ensure a quality prod- 
uct and high level of service. 

All of SunBreeze’s 39 spacious rooms 
have two double beds, air-conditioning, 
ceiling fan, cable TV, telephone and pri- 
vate shower. Five deluxe rooms have a 
private spa/bath. 

SunBreeze also has a full service dive 
shop, Gaz Cooper’s Dive Belize, the Rasta 
Pasta Restaurant and Genesis Bar. 

Families, divers, snorkelers, adventur- 
ers and honeymooners are invited to va- 
cation at the SunBreeze Hotel. For more 
information, call (501) 26-2191 or fax 
(501) 26-2346. = 
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" convert to Nitrox. The UBS Chameleon starts life as a full featured air com- 
puter with all the capabilities experienced divers demand, including plan- 

" ning modes, adjustable dive conditions and an optional PC interface. Later 
_ when you do your nifrox conversion, return your computer to your dive 
shop for a “while you wait” miracle. Your Chameleon computer will be con- 
_ verted to a full function nitrox computer ready for the most advanced 

_ nitrox diver. Nitrox features include Programmable PPO2 and FO2, Back 

| lighting and a host of other features found only in the most expensive 

| nitrox computers. 


| comes pre-configured in either air or nitrox mode. 


_ Undersea Breathing Systems South Africa (27) 118803594 
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At last, the air ‘oangutel sh you don’t have to throw away when you 


The Chameleon™ is very attractively priced at only $299.00 and 





CALL 1-888 5NITROX (USA) 


es 
or Email chameleon@dnax.com 


FOR YOUR LOCAL INTERNATIONAL DEALER CALL: 


Undersea Breathing Systems Australia (61) 29.294.4440 
Undersea Breathing Systems Europe (31) 546.453.891 
Undersea Breathing Systems Japan (81) 3.3436.1341 
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it is. the world’s 
«Most tranquil 
sidivesr sort 
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Your own private island and hill- 
side paradise with seaview or 
lagoonside bungalows ¢ Res- 
taurant, lounge, giff shop and 
snack bar on property « Cus- 
tom dive boat fleet offering 4 
dives daily * Easy shore diving 
e A PADI IDC dive facility offer- 
ing recreational and educa- 
tional specialty courses * On 
site recompression chamber 

¢ Roatan Institute for Marine 
Sciences on premises offering 
daily dolphin demo, snorkel 
and scuba programs * Roatan 
Museum and Photo Roatan 

on site * Optional dive trips to 
Barbareta, Utila or the Cochinos 
Isles aboard “Dorado,” our new 
48-foot jet boat * “El Aguila,” 
the Bay Islands newest ship- 
wreck * Beach picnic, horse- 
back riding, island exploration, 
and much, much more 

¢ Call today! 


ROATAN « BAY ISLANDS - HONDURAS 
Bahia Tours, Inc. 


1-800-227-DIVE (3483) 
(954) 929-0090 fax: (954) 922-7478 
www.anthonys-key.com 
email: akr@gate.net 
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Looking for some new Spots? 
Try ie Carib Inn andl Bonaire! 
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P.O. Box 68 ° Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (01 1) 599-7-8819 


Fax (011) 599-7-5295 
Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 


E-mail: caribinn@bonairenet.com 
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DIVING THE MALDIVES 
(Continued from Page 37) 


healthy, pristine state. There were so 
many species crowded together, obvi- 
ously in fierce competition but obvious- 
ly in balance, undisturbed. There were 
several things I had never seen before: a 
field of thousands of pink and blue ball 
anemones, covering several acres; and 
schools of Bluestripe Snappers in such 
profusion that the bottom seemed a liv- 
ing mass of shifting color, flashing yel- 
low, blue, yellow. 

Looking back, I realize this indelible 
scene was but a moment in a dive trip that 
contained so many such moments, each 
competing for my attention. For ten days, 
we cruised a several hundred mile, cir- 
cuitous route that took us through the 
major atolls of the Maldives—without 
question, one of the most spectacular ma- 
rine wonderlands of the planet. Blessed 
with clear, warm water, a hot, sun-baked 
climate and a community understanding 
of the absolute necessity to preserve the 
marine ecosystem that has created their 
nation, the Maldives is a “must see” for 
anyone wishing to experience the ocean’s 
underwater majesty. 

In the tropical Indian Ocean, a few 
hundred miles southwest of India, the 
Maldives are made up of 1,189 islands 
that form 26 atolls, sprinkled over 34,740 
square miles of blue ocean. To imagine a 
picture-perfect postcard of the tropics—a 
white-sand island, crowned with swaying 
coconut palms and verdant green jungle, 
surrounded by clear, turquoise waters— 
is to picture the Maldives. 

For divers, there’s so much more, be- 
cause beneath the surface is a collection of 
marine species found in few other places 
in the sea. It’s difficult to single out what 
diving the Maldives is like, because there 
is so much of everything. The water is 
very clear and warm. There are incredible 
hard corals and areas where soft corals 
drape channel walls for miles. There are 
sharks, Mantas, Eagle Rays and turtles; 
and there are live shells and tiny inverte- 
brates in profusion. There are wall dives, 
patch reefs, drift dives and wrecks. Like I 
said, there isn’t really a singular label that 
does the Maldives justice. 

There are also excellent dive services 
and, among these, the live-aboard Man- 
thiriis a star example. One of the most ex- 
perienced operations in the country, 
Manthiri offers ten day expeditions 
throughout the vast archipelago, visiting 
remote sites that never fail to astound and 
delight. At 85 feet in length, the locally 
built craft is stable and roomy, providing 
air-conditioned comfort, excellent food 
(in large quantities) and the ability to dive 
to your heart’s content. With six cabins— 
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DIVE FREE 


call For details 
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Multiple Dive Packages Available 
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CHUB CAY 
“FISHBOWL OF THE 
BAHAMAS” 


Our spectacular walls, colorful coral reefs, abundance of 
marine life and easy access to shore diving or snorkeling 
have earned Chub Cay the title 
“The Fishbowl of the Bahamas.” 


CN: 
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PACKAGES 
= AS LOW AS: 
ll 3 days/2 nights 


S | 90 PP. dbl. 
8 days/7 nights 
S 8 y) PP. dbl. 
3 DIVES PER DAY & 
UNLIMITED SHORE DIVING 


room dbl. occ., room taxes, 
ground transfers, tanks & weights. 


800-327-8150 
(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 (fax) 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
http://www.nealwatson.com/chub.htm 


CHUB CAYR 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES Mae 


Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures offers up to 
4 dives daily including 
night dives, wrecks, 
hand feeding sharks, 
walls, instruction & 
rental. Enjoy our 


$165 Pp see oe, 
800-327-8150 (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 


KANADU (242) 352-3811 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES .. PO, Box 21766, 
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four twins and two doubles, each with 
private bath—Manthir1 is a smooth, self- 
contained ocean craft capable of long 
cruises in maximum comfort. 

Manthiri’s head divemaster, PADI cer- 
tified Ahmed Manik, is one of the region’s 
most knowledgeable dive explorers and 
leads a customer service-oriented crew 
who cater to guests’ comfort and conve- 
nience. All in all, experienced live- 
aboarders will find Manthiri holds its 
place in the rare category of the “world’s 
best live-aboards.” 

Even with all this, it’s the diving that 
surpasses everything. The various routes 
visit sites that are astounding in their vari- 
ety, intensity and excitement. The routes 
include Male, South Male, Vavir, Felid- 
hoo, Vattaru, Rasdoo, Ari, Baa and Raa 
Atolls. Regardless of which route is taken, 
Manthiri’s offering is world-class and 
awesome, indeed. 

In my photo log journal from my last 
trip, a few of the entries give an idea of the 
thrills of Maldives diving: 

Fotheyo 1: We reach the site just after 
sunrise, a spot where a major channel 
spills over a wall at 35 feet. The top of the 
wall is covered with fields of waving soft 
corals, mainly in purples, yellows and 
whites. Huge schools of snappers and 
Horse-eye Jacks congregate. Over the 
edge, the wall is steep, with overhangs full 
of Black Corals and huge gorgonian fans. 
At 100 feet, far below us, we spot what 
we ve come for—a school of Scalloped 
Hammerheads, milling in the deep blue. 
They move away slowly as we approach, 
then, suddenly, up from deep water a soli- 
tary Leopard Shark moves toward me. She 
circles then moves close and actually 
brushes my hip, once, twice and then is 
gone. I am astounded, pleased and left 
with wonder. 

Maya Shark Point: Inside Ari Lagoon, 
a long reef rises from a sandy white 100 
foot bottom. The top is a coral garden 
with reef tropicals, Cuttlefish and many 
anemones. Shortly after we reach the bot- 
tom, a large curious Gray Reef Shark ap- 
pears. Then there’s another, then several 
more. We're at a spot where sharks have 
been fed for years and they equate us with 
food. They seem puzzled that we aren’t 
playing the game, but they keep trying, 
approaching us closely, then sweeping by, 
a cold stare seeming to accuse. 

At reef top, a turtle awakens from slum- 
ber to follow us as we move slowly along. 
At one point, it goes up to the surface, 50 
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private beach, pool, 
tennis. We're minutes 
from golf, casino & 
shopping. 


Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335 


feet above us, for a gulp of air. It then re- 
turns, assumes its place next to us and 
continues with us along our way. 

Kuna Manta Point: We ride a strong, 
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outbound current down a 50 foot deep 
white sand and coral bottomed channel. 
Huge schools of blue spined Unicornfish 
and Horse-eye Jacks practically fill the 
water. Suddenly, we spill over the edge of 
a wall, its steep slope covered with hard 
and soft corals and thousands of reef 
tropicals of every description. From deep 
water, movement and huge shapes— 
Mantas, soaring up toward the channel 
mouth, mouths agape as they feed in the 
brisk current. They pass us, then turn 
down slope, swinging around to overfly 
once again, before they disappear into the 
bright water of the sun-splashed pass. 

Gurardhoo Kandu: We drift on the in- 
coming tide toward the channel mouth, 
along a steep hard-coral slope. Turtles and 
Napoleon Wrasse, completely at ease and 
curious at our approach, mingle with the 
group and follow us to a point at 90 feet, 
where sharks—Reef White-tips and Gray 
Reefs—congregate, moving back and 
forth tirelessly. As we watch, a resident 
school of Eagle Rays moves over us and 
slowly circles. As our bottom time comes 
to an end, we move into the channel to be 
sucked into a voracious current for a half 
hour, shallow ride through schooling fish, 
past coralline structures. Along the chan- 
nel’s edge, we realize the colored move- 
ment is a solid blanket of soft corals, in 
purples, oranges and whites—thousands 
upon thousands of them—swaying gently 
in the rippling flow. 

The Maldives are reached from Los 
Angeles, on either Singapore or Malay- 
sian Airlines, connecting through Singa- 
pore or Kuala Lumpur, respectively. For 
complete information on diving the 
Manthiri, contact Tropical Adventures 
Travel, 111 2nd North, Seattle, WA 
98109, (800) 723-4530, (206) 441-3483, 
fax (206) 441-5431. You can e-mail 
dive@divetropical.com or visit the Web 
site at www.divetropical.com. 


ESCAPE TO THE BAY ISLANDS 
(Continued from Page 39) 


area, upstairs restaurant, lounge, disco, 
offices and two guest wings. The beach 
front guestrooms radiate from a central 
hub. Additional guest buildings are 
beachside, closer to the dive shop/marina 
and hillside. These two blocks of rooms 
are most often requested by divers who 
prefer to be close to the dive center. An 
additional beachhouse suite brings the to- 
tal to 78 rooms. Regardless of the loca- 
tion, each guestroom is a masterpiece of 
tropically inspired interior decoration 
and each is equipped with shower/bath, 
phone, cable TV and air-conditioning. 
For many, the air-conditioned gue- 
strooms (and the fully air-conditioned 


control work- shop. Stay fora 0 
more nights and get your open pila 
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with Nassau Scuba Centre 


Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 

feeds and beautiful coral gardens 

from our spacious custom dive boats. 
Packages include four boat dives per day 
in a relaxing out-island atmosphere. 


e Complimentary rival 
Departure Dives pending Flight 
Schedules and Safety 

¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily 

HOTEL AND MARINA 

e-mail: nealwatso  _—— 

internet: http://wawa 
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Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


888-962-7728 


US Fax: (954) 462-4100 

Ph: (242) 362-1964 

Fax: (242) 362-1198 
http://www.nealwatson.com/nassau.htm 
http://www.nassau-scuba-centre.com 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

e-mail: dive@nassau-scuba-centre.com 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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Make a Friend! 

Snorkel with the dolphins, the most intelligent, beautiful, 
playful creatures of the sea. Located within a controlled 
lagoon - have the whole family join in - bring a camera for 


Giver 


memories of a lifetime. 


Jules’ Underwater Lodge Jf 
See the world’s only u/w hotel. Dive/snorkel the 


Emerald Lagoon, explore for artifacts, cannons or 
fish. Safe, easy and convenient. 


Dive or Snorkel 

Visit Pennekamp Coral Reef Park and sunken wrecks 
“| aboard the fastest, most stable fleet of boats in Key 

Largo. Spacious sun decks - water showers. Conve- 

nient departure with Sharkey’s - The Fun Boats! 





Discount Hotel/AAir/Car 
packages available. 
Wholesale and Retail 


E-mail: DiveTvINet@aol.com 
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Jean-Michel Cousteau 
FI) ISLANDS 
RESORT 
JOIN THE 
ADVENTURE! 


Jean Michel Cousteau and his team invite 
you to explore the magic of Fiji aboard the 


dive boat L Aventure, providing unpar- 
alleled access to some of the worlds 
most spectacular land and 
seascapes. From tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs 
and the denizens of Shark Alley, Fiji's waters have it all. 


For reservations : 800-246-3454 USA and Canada 


North America Reservation Center: (415) 788-5794 * Fax: (415) 788-0150 


e-mail: jmcftr@aol.com + http://wwwjmefir.com 
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124 E. 57th St. New York, NY 10022 
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ESCAPETO THE BAY ISLANDS 


restaurant, lounge and social areas of the 
main building) should not be minimized 
as the outdoor environs are not only 
warm and humid but are sometimes ac- 
companied by sand flies. 

Nor can the comfort, appointment, am- 
biance or cuisine provided by the charm- 
ing main restaurant be underestimated. 
Here, meals become the major contribu- 
tor (next to diving) toa pleasant stay 
(some meals are also served in the com- 
fortable open air, palapa-style restaurant 
on the beach). The third ingredient in the 
exclusive Fantasy Island formula is the 
dive operation, which is equipped with an 
entire fleet of custom dive boats and every 
other mainstay of a complete dive facility. 
It also has access to both coasts of the is- 
land. Roatan is slightly more than 30 miles 
long and very narrow; Fantasy Island is 
only about a mile via a private road and re- 
sort truck or van from the north coast of 
the island. Here is a second boat dock, a 
gateway to north coast diving. With nor- 
mal weather conditions, during a week’s 
stay, visitors will experience the diving on 
both sides of the island. 

A stroll around Fantasy Island will re- 
veal the extent of variation and opportu- 
nity. A most prominent feature is the 
nearly quarter mile of crescent-shaped 
beach that borders the oceanside of the 
islet. Separated from the marina bya 
beach-breakwater, the beach area is a per- 
fect place for sunning, swimming, snorke- 
ling, canoeing, sailing, etc. On the marina 
side of the beach is a section of complete 
watersports, where wave runners, ocean 
kayaks, wet bikes, sailboats, sailboards, 
canoes and powerboats are docked or 
stored. Right in front of an attractive dive 
shop is a fleet of 42 to 44 foot island-built 
dive boats. Another vessel of this size and 
type is kept at the resort’s dock on the 
north coast. Fantasy Island also provides a 
swimming pool, beach volleyball, lighted 
tennis courts and a basketball court. 
Indoors is a well-stocked boutique and 
snack shop and a conference room large 
enough for 200 people. 

On the eastern end of the property, ex- 
tending into the lagoon, is a handsome lit- 
tle dive gazebo designed for shore snorke- 
ling and scuba diving. When requested, 
the dive shop will deliver and pick up scu- 
ba tanks at the gazebo. Close by, within 
easy swimming distance, is a shallow coral 
garden and the Prince Albert, a stunning 
120 foot shipwreck. 

Southside boat dives are single tank ex- 
cursions leaving the dock at 9:00 am, 
11:00 am and 2:30 pm. Trips to the north 
are individually scheduled two tank out- 
ings. The southern fringing reef is almost 








continuous and lies a short distance from 
shore. Ninety percent of the sites are wall 
dives requiring that depth and no decom- 
pression limits be closely monitored. The 
wall settings are generally spectacular, 
with nearly every color, shape and type of 
sponge dominating the scenery. On the 
inside of the wall are shallow reef gardens 
dotted with stately Pillar Corals. Standout 
dive sites on the south coast include 
Calvin’s Crack, a dramatic crevice and 
tunnel leading to the outer wall, Forty 
Foot Point, where clusters of reef fish 
gather, and Valley of the Kings, a virtual 
encyclopedia of sponges. 

The north coast is the site of a barrier- 
type reef with its own distinctive visual 
appeal. Interesting sites include Wall 
Street, a continuous shallow wall, and 
Dolphin’s Den, a coral labyrinth that 
runs through the reef front. 

Visitors to Fantasy Island will want to 
consider a side trip to the Honduran 
mainland on their way home. There are 
wonderful opportunities for complimen- 
tary outdoor adventuring, such as visiting 
Maya ruins or whitewater rafting. Every 
detail of travel and accommodation can 
be arranged in the U.S. by contacting 
Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive and 
Marina at (800) 676-2826 or (813) 353- 
9414. The on-island phone number is 011 
(504) 45-5191, = 


SAPPHIRE SEAS AND 
VIBRANT CORAL KINGDOMS 
(Continued from Page 41) 


here were two small subjects. I should have, 
could have, might have planned for it! 

Besides offering beautiful underwater 
vistas for colorful wide angle photo- 
graphs, Bonaire also has some rare and 
unusual reef fish—Longlure Frogfish and 
Longsnout Seahorses. 

It also has excellent dive operations and 
resorts. The newest establishment on the 
island, Plaza Resort Bonaire, opened its 
doors in 1995. Following months of seri- 
ous refurbishments and landscaping, the 
sprawling 12 acre complex near the air- 
port was transformed into one of 
Bonaire’s largest five star resorts, with ex- 
traordinary luxury accommodations. 

The property’s owner, the Netherlands 
based Vandervalk Hotel Company also 
owns more than 62 resort hotels and 
restaurants in Europe and Curacao. 

Lining both sides of the man-made la- 
goon (also part marina for visiting yachts) 
that winds its way through the heart of the 
property, the accommodations come ina 
parade of options. Most of the 200 units 
are Junior Suites, facing either the lagoon 
or the large, seaside pool overlooking a 
palm tree studded white sand beach. How 














pai 


You won't find a better diving value. We 
at about half the cost of most other live-a 


rovide an exciting package 
hdc dive trips. We include: 
© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
Ona typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to only 
e 3 dives a day @ island exploration ¢ fishing ¢ sailing 
e shell collecting © out island nightlife ¢ lobster hunts 


¢ virgin diving © lazy days 


* Blackbeard's 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 ® Fax (305) 884-4214 


http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com ¢ e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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SAPPHIRE SEAS AND 
VIBRANT CORAL KINGDOMS 


they came up with the term “Junior” for 
these suites, I will never understand. Each 
features its own balcony or patio and they 
are downright huge, with incredibly large 
bathrooms and closets to match. Air-con- 
ditioning, mini-refrigerator, coffeemak- 
er, cable TV with remote, telephone, in- 
room safe, beautiful rattan furniture and 
two queen sized beds are standard. The 
rest of the units are comprised of 48 one 
and two bedroom villas, 18 one and two 


Manta Rays Guaranteed! 


/ Exclusive PADI Manta 
Specialty Course 


¥ Eagle Ray: 0 
che 


v Wall Diving 

¥ Cavern Diving 

/ Exotic Night Dives 
Vv Lionfish Dives 


Y/Y Barracuda Schools 


Manta Ray 
Bay (0) (a 


“Yap Divers 
Ph: 011-691-350-2300 


Fax: 011-691-350-3841 
011-691-350-4567 


e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 
Visit our home page at 
ETAL AL AWALICLGICh A Mele 


/ Waterfront Dive Hotel 
/ Air Conditioned Rooms 
/ Complete Dive Center 
Y U/WPhoto Center 

Y World-Class Diving 

/ Bayside Barbeques 

/ Yapese Cultural Tours 
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bedroom apartments, four penthouses 
and four beach houses with fully 
equipped kitchens and more. Thus, the 
needs of individuals, couples, families 
and even large groups traveling together 
are accommodated with no problem. 
Dining choices on the grounds include 
the open air Banana Tree restaurant near 
the swimming pool, the Tipsy Seagull bar 
and grill right on the beach—serving ev- 
erything from hamburgers to salads and 
pizza—and the more elegant indoor 
Caribbean Point Restaurant, in the main 
building next door to the resort’s Casino. 
Between the Casino and lobby area, there 


Yar Divers 


wath he we 


Specially priced hoteV/dive packages | 
through December 1998 
3 Nights/4 Dives 
Starting at $400 
4 Nights/6 Dives 
Starting at $534 
7 Nights/12 Dives 
Starting at $942 


a ee ee ee 





Service Card 


are a couple of gift shops offering sou- 
venirs, jewelry and sundries and the office 
for Tropical Travel. Tropical Travel can 
provide anything from nature tours to 
sailing excursions, snorkel and picnic 
trips to Klein Bonaire or shopping trips to 
Curacao and Aruba. 

The hotel’s concierge can arrange or 
address services for special events and ac- 
tivities. Some of these include full 
audio/visual services and access in the 
large convention room for meetings, 
wedding receptions and cultural events. 
For convenience, a small shopping gallery 
was recently added near the resort’s en- 
trance. It features a mini grocery store, 
hair salon and ATM. 


TOUCAN DIVING 


Toucan Diving is the watersport opera- 
tor for Plaza Resort. An associate of the 
hotel’s Caribbean line, Toucan Diving is 
the Netherlands Antilles’ leading IDD 
(Instructor Dive Development) affiliate. 
This is the largest scuba education and 
certification agency in Northern Europe. 

Toucan also offers PADI and NAUI cer- 
tifications. Guests can take advantage of 
training opportunities from open water all 





the way to divemaster from all three agen- 
cies. Certifications beyond that are IDD. 

In addition to scuba instruction and 
being well stocked with the latest equip- 
ment from both Tusa and Scubapro in 
the retail center and rental department, 
Toucan Diving’s dedicated dive boats in- 
clude two 30 foot Island Hoppers. Both 
the Purple Rain and the Green Flash are 
set up to comfortably handle 12 divers for 
two tank excursions. Instead of the stan- 
dard Bonaire one tank am and pm trips 
Toucan’s boats head out from the dock 
(behind the shop) each morning between 
8:30 and 9:00 for a two tank outing, re- 
turning around 12:30. During the surface 
interval, the crew provides snacks and 
drinks for their guests. Boats depart at 
1:30 pm fora single tank trip to Klein 
Bonaire or, if the group prefers, anywhere 
along the leeward side of Bonaire. At the 
center, guests can book their choice of 
boat dives or simply grab a few tanks and 
head off on a shore diving adventure. 
Toucan keeps a large number of tanks 
available 24 hours a day, 365 days of the 
year for guest use. 

For socializing after the dive, grabbing a 








drink or snack, or just breaking down gear 
for the day, the large patio area between the 
shop and dock is great. It is nicely arranged, 
with large freshwater equipment rinse 
tanks, shower stalls, restrooms and an 
equipment drying room featuring private 
lockers with locks—making it unnecessary 
to cart wet stuff back to the room. 
Scheduled to be opened by the time this 
goes to print is a snackbar next door to 
Toucan’s classroom, facing the patio. 
Adjacent to both the shop and the resort’s 
main parking lot, A B Car Rental (the office 
is in the Plaza’s main lobby) maintains a 
fleet of mini-buses and Toyota Rav 4 SUVs. 

Along the southern half of the island are 
some of Bonaire’s most striking shore 
based dive sites. Salt Pier, several hundred 
feet long, drips with color from copious 
corals and sponges. When there are no 
ships loading at the pier and at the discre- 
tion of the salt company, it is a dramatic 
sight worth seeing. The Lake features large 
mushroom shaped coral heads, often full 
of schooling grunts, Goatfish and small 
snappers, all the way down to a wide sand 
valley at 100 feet running parallel to shore. 

Close-by is Bonaire’s premier wreck 
dive, the Hilma Hooker. Sent to the bot- 
tom in 1984 (in the same large sand valley 
that runs to the lake) to create a new dive 
site, the 235 foot freighter has taken ona 
moderate amount of growth, the most 
colorful around her giant propeller and 
rudder, which are covered in Orange Cup 
Corals. Although she rests on her star- 
board side, her massive girth rises 60 feet 
off the bottom. 

18 Palms, just off the resort, features a 
steep drop-off with a terrace covered with 
thick formations of Fire Coral and regu- 
larly visited by several large Tarpon. For 
your convenience, Toucan offers free de- 
livery of your dive gear, as well as tanks, to 
the beach anytime. Just be sure to tell 
them in advance when you want to go. 

In addition to diving packages, Plaza 
Resort Bonaire also offers special intro- 





ductory guided snorkeling and windsurf- 
ing packages. For general information 
and reservations, call Plaza Resort 
Bonaire’s U.S. representative, Travel 
Marketing Services, at (800) 766-6016, 
(617) 821-1012 or fax (617) 821-1568. To 
reach the resort direct, call (011) 599-7- 
2500 or fax (011) 599-7-7133. 


GETTING THERE 
Servicing the ABC Islands (Aruba, 





Bonaire and Curacao) is the national air 
carrier, ALM (Antillean Airlines), with 
regular departures from both Miami and 
Atlanta International airports. Flight 
time from Miami to Bonaire averages 
three hours and there is sometimes a 
stopover on Curacao. = 


DOLPHIN FUN 
(Continued from Page 43) 


have to be a super snorkeler to have fun 
with the dolphins—just float along with 


Nikon 
USA Warranty 


Nikonos-V Body 
$679 


35mm Lens 





Nikon Exte® 
Tube Set 
$64.95 


the action and you'll have a fine time. 

On the ride out to the dolphin grounds, 
Xenia or Melanie gives everyone a brief- 
ing on the encounter, including some fas- 
cinating natural history. For instance, did 
you know Spotted Dolphins are born 
without spots? A newborn calf looks more 
like an Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin than a 
Spotted Dolphin to the untrained eye. As 
they mature, Spotted Dolphins become 
more and more spotted. The pods that 
cruise this area tend to number 12 to 20 
individuals. During the Wild Dolphin 
Excursion, about 10 or 12 of them gener- 
ally join actively in the fun. 


[w(Gitine 
self On 
ur Next 
- Diving 
acation. 


Buya 
Nikonos-V 
and receive 
5,000 
Frequent 
Flyer Miles". 


On Gveomeariin 
(800) 33-HELIX 
(410) 421-6000 


as Birlicnemetiitekeitar 


yO HELIX 


310 South Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 
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. . ° OLPHIN FUN 
Dive Right Into Bonaire’s ein 


Greatest Dive Package 


6 Days of World Class Diving 
* Unlimited shore diving 
¢ 7 boat dives 
* 3 state-of-the-art dive boats 
- Capacity up to 26 


The briefing also includes some sensi- 
ble precautions such as not trying to 
touch the dolphins. After experiencing 
their exuberance and enthusiasm, 
though, I couldn’t help wondering if the 
dolphins didn’t have a similar briefing be- 


* Certified PADI and NAUI 
TRAVEL 
INFORMATION 


U.S. citizens may use either a passport 
or a certified birth certificate and photo* 
ID for entry into The Bahamas. U.S. and 
oy Bahamian dollars are interchangeable 
and the electrical current is 110 volts. 
Bimini Undersea can arrange a variety of 
accommodations on the island, all within 
easy walking distance. Golf carts are 
available for rental if you prefer. Dress is 
very casual. The three Ss—shirt, shorts 
and shoes—will suffice everywhere, al- 
though a jacket may be needed on cool 
winter evenings. 

The best way to get to Bimini is via the 
Pan Am Air Bridge from either Miami or 
Ft. Lauderdale. The Air Bridge’s safety 
record is the envy of the airline industry, 
and flying the airline’s twin turbine pow- 
oe ered amphibious aircraft is a wonderful 

a , — : change from the normal routine. The 25 

as r minute flight from Miami’s downtown 

ae fe rieecory Be eater d@ackcom } oa 8 0 0 — 8 6 8 — 74 7 7 Watson island facility is available three 

: times a day. When you land in the Bimini 

harbor and taxi out of the water and right 

into town, you'll know you’ve come a lot 
farther than 50 miles. 

For reservations or more information, 
contact Bimini Undersea in the U.S, and 
Canada at (800) 348-4644. From other lo- 
cations, call (305) 653-5572. The Bimini 
Undersea Web site can be found at 
www.biminiundersea.com. 


World Class Resort 

* Bonaire's finest white sand beach 

* Marinaside accommodations 

+ Full service spa & fitness center 

¢ 4 restaurants, tennis, shops, & more 


from $778 


Per person, dbl.occ. Plus 
service charges and taxes. 
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fore we arrived about playing with the hu- 
mans. Their briefing would probably in- 
clude a reminder not to laugh at our awk- 
ward antics in the water. It’s as if dolphins 
are F-16s and we are replicas of the 
Wright Flyer! Their grace, speed and ma- 
neuverability are amazing. The incredible 
feeling of sharing a brief moment of time 
with these intelligent creatures stays with 


MAY 16/717 TO 2&3/e4 everyone. Ditch the tanks for once and 


MAY 23/2 don’t miss this opportunity, it will lift 
_. _ your spirits for months! = 


Round trip airfare trom Miami via Cayman Airways 

7 Night Accommodations » 5 Days of diving (2 tanks 
boat dive) » 3 meals daily » Transfers, hotel taxes & 
gratuities « Discounted airfare available from“ 

all major gateways | 
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DIVE NOTES | 


By ati tc lilies = 





MICRONESIA RESORT NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
FOR CORAL MONITORING PROJECT: Scien- 
tifically inclined divers/nondivers are 
needed for the continuation of the Kosrae 
Coral Monitoring Project begun in 1996. 
Volunteer divers and snorkelers will be 
trained in several coral monitoring tech- 
niques and will work under the guidance 
of a scientist/group leader. 

This 6 to 12 week project will consist of 
analyzing reef transects using one of the 
53 mooring buoys (installed in 1997) asa 
reference point. The work will include 
fish documentation, measuring visibility 
and verifying types and health of corals in 
the monitored areas. 

Six divers are needed for each week- 
long project increment. More divers will 
allow rotation of working and fun dives. 
The goal is to have photography and 
video done by one videographer and one 
or two still photographers, with four to 
six additional divers doing the measuring 
and other documentation. 

This research will add to the growing 
body of knowledge about Kosrae’s fring- 
ing reef and will allow the tracking of sub- 
tle changes. 

Groups are forming now, for detailed 
information contact Katrina Adams at 
Kosrae Village Resort; phone (691) 370- 
3483, fax (691) 370-5839 or e-mail 
KosraeVillage@mail.fm. > 


SAM’S TOURS OFFERS BLUE CORNER 
SPECIALTY: Palau’s Blue Corner is one of 
the world’s most famous dive sites. Here, 
sharks, Barracuda, snappers, jacks, Eagle 
Rays, turtles, wrasse and much more can 
be seen while drifting in a brisk current. 

Sam’s Dive Tours exclusively offers the 
PADI Palau Blue Corner Diver Specialty 
to its customers. It teaches divers why 
Blue Corner is so phenomenal and will 
enhance their diving knowledge about 
this incredible dive site. The course con- 
sists of approximately two hours of infor- 
mative lecture and two dives at Blue 
Corner. Topics include: Geology, Aquatic 
Life, Negotiation of Currents, Food 
Chains, Primary Predators, Secondary 
Predators, Interspecific Interactions and 
Corals. The course fee includes a reef 
hook and the Fish & Critter I.D. pocket 
guide. Upon completion of the course 
participants receive a Sam’s Dive Tours 
Blue Corner T-shirt and the PADI Palau 
Blue Corner Diver Specialty certification. 

For more information, e-mail Sam’s 
Dive Tours at samstour@palaunet.com 
and check out the Web site at www.sams 
tours.com or call (680) 488-1062, the fax 
is (680) 488-5003. = 
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Environmental Terminology 


BY DENNIS K. GRAVER 


Directions: Insert one word per blank. 


My buddy and I planned to dive this morning. Before diving, we (1) 
the diving conditions from a vantage point above the ocean. We noticed the incoming 
waves approached the beach at an angle but broke nearly parallel to shore. We knew 
this wave (2) would cause a (3) current along the beach. We 
also noticed a fan-shaped area of water on the shore, with an adjacent offshore area of 
turbid water and suspected a (4) at that location. Plunging 
(5) , about four feet in height, indicated the slope of the beach would be 
(6) . The (7) , or distance between the waves, was about 100 
feet, so we knew we would feel the effects of the waves down to a depth of (8) 

feet. Several large areas of water had a rust color and suggested the pres- 
ence of a (9) . As we watched, we noticed the pattern of the 
breaking waves. There were groups of larger waves followed by groups of smaller 
waves, which were caused by the periodic combining of two wave (10) to 
form (11) . The (12) , or return flow of water from the face of 
the beach, appeared to be swift and strong. We knew the tide would be much higher 
than normal, so we were not surprised that the visibility appeared to be (13) 

than normal. Spring tides carry sediment and debris offshore when the 
tide (14) , much of it sinks and the cleaner water that approaches shore 
when the tide (15) covers the dirty layer at the bottom. We concluded we 
should go to our alternate dive site. 

Conditions at the second site looked better. The water looked cleaner and the 
waves, less than one foot in height, rolled gently to shore. A strong offshore wind, the 
small waves and cleaner water made us suspect an (16) . The diving would 
be good, but the water temperature would be (17) than normal. We 
knew we would not encounter a (18) —the abrupt transition between 
waters of different temperatures. A clean-flowing river dumped fresh water into the 
sea near our entry site, so we might expect a (19) , caused by the abrupt 
transition between waters of differing salinities. We were fortunate because the timing 
was just right to allow us to dive during (20) water at high tide. 

We planned our dive, suited up, inspected our equipment and entered the water. 
The visibility was excellent, but there was an abundance of (21) in the 
first 30 feet of water feeding on the (22) that had been brought into the 
light of shallow water by the conditions. As we swam offshore, we noticed a slight 
current that had a northeasterly (23) , with a (24) that was 
less than one fourth of a knot. There was no (25) —the back and forth 
motion underwater caused by passing waves. It was a great dive. We were glad we had 
dived the alternate site. 
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Because Diving 16 Just the 
Start of Your haventure 


Vacation Adventure Begins ft These tine Resorts: 


Tel 599-7-5425, Fax 7-4425 1-800-433-DIVE OR 1-800-327-8150. 


www.diveguideint.com/p0245.htm, email: bonbinidiv@aol.com 





programs, lodging and car rentals—all with personal service! 


PERO REHEEAVEHE SHED HADEOHEDEHOMRORRPESORTSC OOOO HETACHSEUHEHOEPHPEPHGEEROMEECROOR FORTE O ORO RD 


Tel 599-7-5080, Fax 7-8647, email: buddydive@bonairenet.com 
1-800-433-DIVE or 1-800-327-8150 

Personalized service is Our specialty! A Five-Star dive center, 

with our Own Car-rental fleet, ocean front restaurant, beach 4 

bar, and two swimming pools on-site. We offer 40 deluxe air 


conditioned, ocean-front apartments, cable T.V., and fully 
equipped kitchens, microwave ovens and dishwashers. 


Tel 599-7-8290, Fax 7-8240, 1-800-327-6709 
email: maduro@netpoint.net 
= Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Thriving off 


~ or Cottages. Great for novice or experienced travelers. 





a Se , Dacnyri ogee! 


Tel 599-7-8738, Fax 7-8760, 1-800-288-4773 
email: sanddollar@bonairenet.com 
Sand Dollar offers studio, 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom oceanfront iia 
condos with hotel-like service. Enjoy the waterfront Green =~ 3 
Parrot Restaurant and Sand Dollar Dive & Photo—the most ‘ere 
diverfriendly resort on Bonaire! Ask about our_ kids oil at 
programs. | : ‘. 






Bates ~ | 


Tel 599-7-8291, Fax 7-4870, 1-800-328-2288 — 
E-mail: Sunset@Bonairenet. com 
On the best white sand beach with a complete PADI 5 Star 
Facility dive center. Diving and snorkeling right off the beach. 
Pool, 2 spas. watersports, fitness center and 2 lighted tennis 
courts. On site Casual beachside dining. Rooms with 2 dbl 
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Because How They Gel There Does Make A Difterenca. THE NATURAL CHOICE. 


Visit BONAIRE ON THE INTERNET: http://www.bonaire.org ¢ EMAIL: 102372.3337@cOMPUSERVE.COM 
Bonaire Tourism Office: 10 Rockefeller Plaza ¢ Suite 900, New York, NY, 10020 e Ph 212-956-5911, Fax 212-956-5913 
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| “The bestkept secret on Bonaire! Bon Bini Divers is for the Giscriny 4 
| inating diver!’ —T. Harmon, OH. A PADI 5-star facility, offering 
daily boat dives, 24-hour shore diving, dock-side gear stor- | 
age, all levels of instruction, rentals, sales, Suided snorkeling ~ 


» our shores are lively reefs and wrecks great for snorkeling | 
and scuba diving. Enjoy our oceanfront restaurant. bars, - 
pool or beach. Your choice of Oceanfront Villas, Junior Suites © 


_beds or | king size, air, fridge. safe, telephone and cable Tv. 
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THE FijI ISLANDS INTERACTIVE CD- 
ROM: This presentation is an artistic 
blend of photos, graphics, sounds, mu- 
sic and video that takes you right into 
the bures, dining rooms and onto the 
beaches of the most beautiful resorts Fiji 
has to offer. Each resort is represented 
by anywhere from 10 to 25 photos, and 
some with video (Quicktime 1/4 screen) 
so travelers can make a very informed 
decision when planning a luxury vaca- 
tion, dive trip or honeymoon. 

Featured are Matagi Island Resort, 
Qamea Beach Club, Yasawa Island 
Resort, Turtle Island Resort, Dive 
Kadavu Matana Resort, the Princess II, 
Marlin Bay Resort, Vatulele Island 
Resort, Toberua Island Resort, Maravu 
Plantation Resort, Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Fiji Islands Resort and Castaway Island 
Resort. Air Pacific and Sunflower 
Airlines are also featured. 

From each resort section, the user can 
link directly to that resort’s internet Web 
page for the most current information, 
in many cases right from the islands. A 
page of useful Web links takes the user to 
other Fiji Web sites that include date and 
time gateways, currency exchange, 
weather information and more. 

There are two slide shows featuring 
some of the most beautiful scenery in 
Fiji. Photographer Peter Henning has 
contributed more than 100 beautiful 
photos for use in the presentation. 

Also included on the disk are full color 
stock photos of Fiji, scanned and color 
corrected. You can use them royalty free 
on Web sites, in travel agency brochures 
or for your own personal photo collec- 
tion. The images are provided in high 
resolution jpeg format. A series of full 
color maps of the Fiji Islands can be 
printed directly from the presentation. 

The “Culture” section describes many 
Fijian traditions, such as the Jali, kava, a 
meke ceremony, lovo feasts and the can- 
nibals in Fiji history. The “Say it in 
Fijian” page teaches you how to pro- 
nounce some important Fyjian words. 

Compatible with both Macintosh and 
Windows 95 and 3.1, the CD-ROM was 
produced by Bonnie Pelnar of Under 
Watercolours in Irvine, California. The 
Fiji Islands CD-ROM is available on the 
internet at www.underwatercolours. 
com. For more information, call (714) 
733-2213, "i 
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PRISTINE AND EXOTIC A WONDERFUL, ESCAPE TO NATURE! SPACIOUS LUXURY 
¢ 83 ft., 6 dbl. cabins w/ensuite baths e The optimum combination of e Truk’s wrecks & Pan Micro trips 
e Fully air-conditioned untouched natural surroundings, e 170 ft of spacious comfort 
e An Indian Ocean Extravaganza friendly people & great diving ¢ Private staterooms, VCR, CD’s, etc. 
° 9 nights - $2700, with airfare $3625 ¢ 7 day packages only $465 e Unlimited diving for only $1995 per week 


ST. LUCIA RED SEA EOyYA IAG 
ANSECHASTANET =SINAI DIVERS DIAMOND 


SPECTACULAR ABOVE & BELOW GREATEST FLEET OF LIVE-ABOARDS COZUMEL’S VERY BEST BEACH 
¢ Set on 500 private acres of ¢ Northern & Southern Red Sea itineraries ¢ Closest hotel to all major dive sites 


natural beauty eLishe tence ‘labl e From $813 weekly includes 
¢ Adjacent to islands’ best dive sites rohit d th deem tice all nn accommodations, unlimited food & 


¢ PADI/SSI Platinum facility thru JOLLEY’S TOURS bar, daily 2-tank boat diving with Dive 
¢ Weekly packages from $1399 e Land-based from only $825 weekly Palancar, unlimited activities, taxes 


po ~ e-mail: dive@divetropical.com - fax (206) 441-5431 
: ADV ENTUR ES 111 Second North, Seattle, WA 98109 
we 800-723-4530 


EAST AFRICA ® RED SEA® SEYCHELLES ¢ INDONESIA ® BORNEO ¢ AUSTRALIA ¢ MICRONESIA © CAYMAN ¢ BELIZE e COZUMEL 
° TURKS & CAICOS © FIJI ISLANDS * SOLOMONS ¢ PAPUA NEW GUINEA® THAILAND e SEA OF CORTEZ ¢ SABA * GALAPAGOS 
e COCOS ISLANDS * ROATAN * VENEZUELA ¢ BONAIRE ¢ COSTA RICA e GREAT WHITE SHARK e WHALE SHARK ¢ MALDIVES 
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The Severe of the Caribbean 


SDE eS OL) ne a ae Honduras 
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* diving @ snorkeling ¢ pristine coral reefs ¢ whitewater rafting * archaeology trips 
e kayaking fishing ® pool © exercise & massage ® tennis * mountain hiking 


Celebrating the new route from Miami, Houston, New Orleans through Belize direct to Guanaja. 


SPECIAL RATE US $1,199 pp/do 


8 days/7 nights lodging, airfare, all meals and diving 
Offer valid May-November 15, 1998 


FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION: 1-800-642-3483 
1201 US Highway One, Suite 210, North Palm Beach, Florida 33408 
Local: 1-561-624-DIVE e FAX: 1-561-624-3225 
E-mail: posadadel@aol.com © www.posadadelsol.com 
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Frontier Diving with all the Comforts of Home 


Turquoise Reef Resort & Casino 
Providenciales, Turks & Caicos Islands 


# * Spectacular wall diving ¢ Full-service dive operation 
me ¢ Chance encounters with on stunning Grace Bay Beach 
dolphins, sharks, eagle ¢ Ask about our snorkeling, 
p, ‘ays & humpback whales watersports & “Kids on 
mane ° 3 Tank Scuba Safaris Vacation Club” 


Call 800-234-7768 or 954-351-9771 
or E-Mail diveprovo@netrunner.net 
Website : www.diveprovo.com 
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SEA DANCER RETURNS AFTER SIX WEEKS 
IN SHIPYARD: Peter Hughes Diving, Inc., 
has announced that its popular live- 
aboard Sea Dancer is back in service ac- 
cessing the spectacular reefs and walls of 
the Turks and Caicos Islands. It spent six 
weeks in the shipyard in Florida for rou- 
tine maintenance and safety inspections, 
etc. Sea Dancer also received cosmetic up- 
grades throughout the vessel, overhauls 
to the main engines and generators, air- 
conditioning system and reverse osmosis 
water plants, as well as replacement of 
safety tender and motor. 

Of particular interest to divers should 
be the installation of two new high pres- 
sure air compressors, providing a 50 per- 
cent increase in the capacity of the high 
pressure air storage system, along with 
two new low pressure air compressors to 
supply the newly installed Nitrox Tech- 
nologies, Inc. membrane system for the 
production of nitrox. Nitrox certified 
divers can now enjoy the added benefits 
of diving with nitrox; nitrox instruction is 
is also available. Nitrox fills will be com- 
plimentary throughout 1998. With com- 
plimentary nitrox and prices starting at 
only $999, Sea Dancer is one of the 
world’s best values for live-aboard diving. 

For further information or reservations, 
call your favorite dive travel specialist or 
Peter Hughes Diving (800) 9DANCER— 
(800) 932-6237—(305) 669-9391, (305) 
669-9475 (fax). Visit the Web site at 
http://www.peterhughes.com or send e- 
mail to dancer@peterhughes.com. = 


THE NEW CAYMAN AGGRESSOR IV: 
Seacraft Shipyard in Amelia, Louisiana, 
builders of the Belize Aggressor III and 
Truk Aggressor II, is working diligently on 
the new 110 foot Cayman Aggressor IV. 
This fourth generation Cayman Aggressor 
offers 18 guests the latest in live-aboard 
accommodations. Luxurious staterooms 
feature private heads and showers, 
TV/VCRs, individual climate control and 
spacious closets. Other amenities will in- 
clude a hottub, sundeck with wet bar, E-6 
processing lab, spacious dive deck, nitrox 
and rebreathers. 

The Cayman Aggressor IV will visit the 
finest dive sites off Grand Cayman and, 
weather permitting, Little Cayman and 
Cayman Brac. The shipyard is estimating 
spring 1998 as the completion date. 

For reservations, call your travel pro- 
fessional or Aggressor Fleet, Limited, at 
(800) 348-2628, e-mail divboat@aol.com 
or divboat@compuserve.com or visit the 
Web site at www. aggressor.com. = 

















There are ALINE of ood FEASONS 


to buy the New Frontier 


Number / S Our personal favor te 


Mares extends 

its reputation as a 
world jeader in dive 
equipment to 
buoyancy 
compensator design 
with our technically 
oriented Frontier, 
Vector and 

Syncro series. 

The Frontier XK 
shown here uses 
advanced materials 
and epitomizes fit, 
— comfort and function. 


The Frontier XK — 

. with its 
streamlined 

contour, all black. 
coloring and 
distinctive 
embossing 
creates a stealthy 
dynamic lock for 
the diver. 


The integrated weight system 
_ enhances distribution 
while the unique back pack 

_ design creates an in-water 
balance for the diver 

that is unprecedented. 


Mares America Corp. Shore Pointe, One Selleck St, Norwalk, CT 06855 - Ph (203) 855-0631, Fax (203) 866-9573 Serving North America 


For the dealer nearest you call: (203) 855-0631 (800) 874-3236 - http iwww.htmsport.com 
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adjusting 
cummerbund 
and the built 
in ballast 
system with 

— the bi-lateral 
fast release 


system provides 


improved load 
distribution. 
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Neutrally buoyant 
"Sort Gap” back 
pad secures your — 
buoyancy 
compensator in _ 
place. “Soft Grip” is 
located on the back 
pad, contoured arm 
opening and neck. 


The rugged — 
840 denier 
nylon is 
sealed using © 
the most 
advanced 
system 
available to 
Mares 
stringent 
quality 


leader in diving 
equipment. 


and materials, 


but there's some- _ 


a 


specifications. : 


Mares is the world i 


~What is our secret? | | 
We could mention | 
staff, technology © oe 


thing even more 


important: 

each product 

is designed to be 
the best. Period. 
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oe Right: Guam’s Umatac Villa 








he A Bivdnis escorted dby several : 
- Scissortail Sergeants : 
: (Abudefdistscxtaselates} 


while touring Finger Reef. - 


Check our Internet Page for periodic specials 
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t Side of Micronesia 


GUAM TROPICAL DIVE STATION 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AL HORNSBY 


fter the seven hour flight from 
Hawaii, the sight of Guam jutting up 


from the horizon, its green jungled 
© ‘cliffs rising dramatically from the 
Pacific’s smooth blue, makes it easy to 
imagine how 16th century Spanish sailors 
must have felt. After months at sea, the is- 
land’s tropical splendor meant fresh food, 
water and a break from the toil of guiding 
a galleon across a huge expanse of ocean. 
Discovered by Magellan in his circum- 
navigation of the globe, Guam became an 
important stopping point for ships work- 
ing the Orient, seeking spices from the 
Malay peninsula, silk from China and sil- 
ver from the Philippines. As happened all 
too frequently in those days, however, 
when ships entered these scarcely char- 
tered waters, refuges such as Guam could 
become ominous. With encroaching ty- 
phoons, the calm Pacific could become a 
rolling, angry sea and splendid coral reefs 
became jagged maelstroms of churning 
foam and crashing breakers. 


Such was the case one dark, dangerous 
night. The galleon Nuestra Senora Zera- 
gosa del Pilar was on her way to the 
Spanish garrison in Manila, Philippines. 
As salt spray swirled through the air and 
the ocean roared around them, her crew 
struggled to move the huge ship past the 
rugged island that lay in their path. As 
they were passing Guam’s southern tip, 
just when it seemed they were safe, the 
Nuestra ran upon the low reef extending 
several miles seaward from the present 
day town of Merizo. 

In the crushing surf, the ship’s bottom 
was ripped out and her treasures spilled 
into the dark waters. As the massive vessel 
broke apart and slid beneath the water, 
the cries of her crew were borne away on 
the shrieking wind and she disappeared. 

In 1989, an Australian diver named 
John Bent came to Guam, determined to 
uncover the fate of the lost Nuestra. His 
archival research indicated her resting 
place must be here, off Guam’s southern 








hitp://www.peterhughes.com e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 











end, ironically near one of Guam’s most 
popular watersport areas. 

The reef runs several miles out to en- 
close a large lagoon, with tiny Cocos Island 
at its outer edge. The lagoon is lush, with 
stands of corals, white sand and clouds of 
tropical fish. It is a playground for snorkel- 
ers. Outside the reef, the crystal 
clear waters are home to schooling 
chub, packs of huge Bumphead 
Wrasse and cruising pelagics. 

There, encrusted with 300 years 
of coral growth, John found the 
Nuestra. The difficult extraction of 
her treasures and archaeological 
wonders continues today. 

Along the way, however, a funny 
thing happened to John and his 
wife, Paula. They fell in love with 
Guam. With its rich green jungles, 
soaring cliffs and long, glare-white 
beaches, it is a tropical island hide- 
away. Even more enchanting was what they 
found beneath the surface of the ocean. 
Blessed with clean, clear waters—the visi- 
bility often reaches 200 feet and more— 
Guam’s wall, wreck and reef diving is var- 
ied and exciting, in true Micronesia style. 

Deciding to make their stay perma- 
nent, the Bents opened Guam Tropical 
Dive Station, which has become one of 
the largest, most active dive centers in the 
Western Pacific. With an extensive line of 


gear, full technical diving services, com- 
plete repair facilities and local dive char- 
ters, the Station has become a headquar- 
ters for visiting and local divers alike. For 
those seeking diver training from entry 
level through instructor and technical 
specialities, the operation, a PADI Five 


Star Instructor Development Center, has 
20 instructors on staff, teaching in Eng- 
lish, Japanese, Chinese and Korean. 

And, if you have ever entertained the ro- 
mantic thoughts of diving on a Spanish 
treasure galleon, the Station’s most unique 
course—a PADI Specialty in Marine 
Archaeology—could be just what you are 
looking for. Students actually dive the 
Nuestra with the excavation crew, partici- 
pating in the retrieval and preparation of 
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artifacts. Classes are held the first two weeks 
of April and the last two weeks of July. 

For divers on the way to Palau, Yap or 
Truk, Guam is the required stopover 
point. According to Paula, “A lot of our 
customers are on their way to the other 
destinations. They’ve found, however, 

that a couple of days’ diving with 
us gives them a chance to get over 
their jet lag and do their first 
great Micronesian diving. Also, 
since we have full repair services, 
we can get any equipment prob- 
lems taken care of before they get 
off into more remote areas. 
“What we really find, though,” 
chuckles Paula, “is Guam’s div- 
ing is beautiful.” 
Dive Station’s two, fully 
Coast Guard approved boats— 
41 and 28 foot flattops—are 
comfortable and their twin en- 
gines can get divers to the reefs quickly, 
with most sites within 15 to 20 minutes. 
The dives are varied; here are a few of 
the crew’s favorites: 

Western Shoals made everyone’s list. 
It is inside the calm waters of Apra 
Harbor, just minutes from Dive Station’s 
dock. Staghorn Corals covers the top of 
the reef, and plate corals make up the 
sides, descending past 60 feet. The reef is 


(Continued on Page 88) 








Photography Credits: Stephen Frink, Rick Frehsee, Matt Weedon 
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New Frontiers of Innerspace 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
PHOTO/RICHARD C. MURPHY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU PRODUCTIONS 
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his past summer, people all over the 
world thrilled to images sent back 
from Mars. A remotely operated ve- 
hicle drove about on the red plan- 
et’s surface and transmitted pictures ofa 
world once apparently much like ours, 
carved and contoured by the erosional 
whims of water. 
Soon the general awe gave way to talk of 
manned missions to Mars, of transport 
and commerce and fhe*exploitation of 
Martian nrinerals.,Finally, there was 








talk of settlement. All these rumblings 
reveal acommon unspoken perception: 
Earth is played out, used up, exhausted. 


As we humans grapple with problems@ 


of pollution, global warming, biodiver- 
sity loss and overpopulation, many 
seem to have lost | dee aiee ee 


the human ¢ 
in space. 
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The ocean floor is 
rife with biological 
marvels, many 
unseen by the human 
eye. This new fron- 
tier is accessible to 
anyone with a willing 
and @pen mind. 

















As if to underscore the market for 
space interest, American television 
broadcasts four spin-offs of the popular 
Star Trek series, each featuring advanced 
technologies, skin tight suits and strange 
alien life forms. 

We who explore the inner space of the 
water planet can only shake our heads in 
puzzlement. We have similar gear: tight 
fitting space suits, remotely operated ve- 
hicles and shuttles. And, we too are com- 
ing up with new discoveries from a vast 
and distant realm. Yet our world does 
not enjoy the same renown, especially on 
television. 

This is unfortunate, because we have so 
much more to offer the human imagina- 
tion. Unlike Star Trek and (so far) the 
Mars mission, we are actually discovering 
new creatures in environments once 
thought too harsh to sustain life: deep-sea 
cephalopods, crustaceans, sharks and 
worms clustered around seafloor vents. 
And, the best part of our adventures is the 
accessibility. You don’t have to undergo 
months of training in zero gravity condi- 
tions at enormous taxpayer expense to 
discover unexplored parts of the sea, or 
even to experience the magic of exotic 
marine life. It’s all very close to home. 

Creative new forms of dive tourism al- 
low us to extend our recreational explo- 
rations. Live-aboards, for instance, besides 
being tailored to those who literally can’t 
get enough diving, give people an oppor- 
tunity to go beyond the sites frequented by 
land-based dive boats. This is good for 
both divers and heavily-used reefs. 

In Fiji, tourism is increasing. Someday, 
Fiji’s popular reefs may feel the pressure 
of too many divers, as some places in the 
Caribbean have. So it’s important to 
spread out. Our team is always on the 
lookout for new sites. Many of these lie 
some distance from the nearest island and 
are more suited to live-aboard traffic. 

What makes a great new dive site? I’m 
sure everyone has his or her own opin- 
ion, but for me it is a great diversity of 
life. Knowing where to look for diversity 
involves understanding geology, currents 
and marine biology, while being sensitive 
to the patterns of use in the area. On this 
last point, divers must remember their 
playground is usually the supermarket of 
the local population. Respect for local 
culture is essential when scouting for 
dive sites. 

We generally begin in a small airplane, 
flying low over the seas between Fiji's 
many islands. We look for seamounts, 
points of land and passages. These geo- 
logic structures may lie anywhere from 
slightly submerged to 100 feet below the 
surface. Obviously, they are perfect coral 
habitats and, where there is coral, soft or 
hard, there can be a dense matrix of other 
marine life: crustaceans, reef fishes and 


larger predators, such as sharks. In these 
waters, one may even chance upona 
Humpback Whale. Passages and cur- 
rents, especially converging currents, 
complicate the picture and add to the po- 
tential diversity of life. Once a promising 
seamount has been found, we note its po- 
sition on a GPS device, then locate it ona 
nautical chart and return by boat. 

A person can only tell so much about a 
reef from the air. Diving gives the true 
picture of a reef’s character, health and 
biological diversity. On closer inspec- 
tion, most of those we visit appear weak, 
lacking in diversity, or even, sadly, al- 





ready despoiled by humans. In our expe- 
rience, only 10 percent of the reefs we 
spot from the sky turn out to be fantastic 
dive sites. Still, that is enough to provide 
wonderful adventures. 

Time and again I am awed by the 
beauty and mystery of these pristine 
places. There is a special feeling at every 
new site. With no signs of people, they 
appear to be underwater Gardens of 
Eden. Animals are usually not habituated 
to the human presence, so encounters are 
easy, fresh and spontaneous. The colors 
seem brighter and there seems to bea 

(Continued on Page 86) 


“SSI Training Sav 
My Vacation” 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 


Phone: 800-892-2702 
Fax: 970-482-6157 


Email: Gdmin@s nse: com °@ Wialicite: 
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—Linda ae certified SSI diver 


He said that I was really well 
trained and that I did a great 
job. I got certified and made 
several wonderful dives that 
week, including Sting Ray City! 

I didn’t realize that SSI 
training made such a difference. 
Fortunately I picked the best, 
and my Instructor at home did a 
great job of preparing me.” 


http: nan en ssiusa.com 
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PUNTA CANA BEACH RESORT 
(Continued from Page 45) 


riding excursions, scuba diving and 
nighttime use of the tennis courts are 
available for an additional charge. 


PUNTA CANA DIVE 
CENTER SERVICES 


The largest active member of the PADI 
International Resort Association in the 
Dominican Republic’s eastern region, the 
beachside facility of Punta Cana Dive 
Center offers certification courses from 


open water to assistant instructor (along 
with several specialty courses), in addi- 
tion to Discover Diving resort courses. 
Dive trips on the 25 foot outboard pow- 
ered skiff leave twice daily (morning and 
afternoon) to the reef system along the 
Dominican Republic’s eastern tip. 
Working in cooperation with the Punta 
Cana Ecological Foundation and the 
Dominican Republic’s National Aquar- 
ium, Punta Cana Dive Center offers a 
unique marine education program, which 
includes a variety of interactive exercises, 
workshops and games designed to dem- 
onstrate not only how this fragile marine 


SIMPLY DEPENDABLE 


“T’ll Never dive again without 
Spare Air even in 12’ of water” 


Dear Natalie 


On a recent dive trip, while snorkeling out from the beach to a dive 
site, I decided to drop down ten feet or so to take a picture of a fish, 

I was told later that the bottom was only twelve feet deep. After 

I took one photo, my tank’s “o” ring blew out! I calmly ascended. 
At the surface, I tried to use my power inflator to inflate my BC. 

It failed and my regulator stopped breathing at the same time. 


NOW AVAILABLE WITH A 
SPARE AIR" POCKET 


Still calm, I ditched my weight belt and started 
trying to orally inflate my BC. Between the 
weight of my tank, BC and the swells from 
the foot or so of surf, I was unable to 

g» keep my head high enough to orally 
\ inflate my BC. And actually 
inhaled water. I started to feel panic 

and tried to call for help but 

I inhaled water, I was almost 

drowned when my buddy gave 

me his Ral I passed out 

and awoke dazed but safe on 

shore, rescued by my two 

buddies. If only I’d had a 

“Spare Air” to breathe 

from! I could have inflated 

my BC and snorkeled 

back to shore without 

help. I’ll never dive 

again anywhere, 

not even in 12 

feet of water, 

without a 

“Spare Air” 

Doctor 

Ingrid Pruss 

rookfield 

(T 


Spare Air™ is a totally self contained (2.7 
cu. ft. of air), refillable backup air system 
that’s small and easy to use. Spare Air™ is 


Testimonial 
#66 





“SIMPLY DEPENDABLE.” 


“Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self rescue breathing systems” 

18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
Available at your local dive shop or call (800) 648-3483 —(714) 842-6566 
Only those who are properly trained or certified should use or operate life 


support equipment. ©1995, Submersible Systems, Inc. 
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OPTIONAL 
LEASH CLIPS ON 
ANYWHERE 





ecosystem works, but what we can do to 
preserve it. A couple of sites involve fish 
feeding sessions, along with complimen- 
tary reef fish and coral identification 
courses. Following each dive, fresh fruit 
and drinks are provided on board. 

In addition to visiting the reef systems 
close by, Punta Cana Dive Center also of- 
fers a special two tank, all day excursion to 
Saona Island and Catalina Island to the far 
west, which must be requested in advance. 
Taking approximately one hour by car, fol- 
lowed by a 20 minute boat ride, Catalina 
Island features the second shallowest wall 
dive in the Caribbean, with a starting depth 
of 18 feet. From there it drops straight 
down to 120 feet. For more advanced (be- 
yond open water) divers Punta Cana Dive 
Center can also arrange a dive in one of the 
region’s freshwater cave systems. 





For booking or more information, 
Punta Cana Beach Resort offices can be 
reached at (800) 972-2139 or (809) 541- 
2714, fax to (809) 541-2286, Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic. 


GETTING THERE 


Air travel to the international airport at 
Punta Cana, on the island’s easternmost 
coast, is as easy as a single hop from Miami 
(taking as little as two hours) or New York 
(taking only three anda half hours), via 
American, TWA, Air France, Lan Chile 
and Dominair, to name a few. Most pro- 
vide direct, nonstop flights in and out of 
the island. A Dominican Republic tourist 
card ($10 U.S.) fee to accompany your 
ticket is paid at the counter during check- 
in for departure. The only other require- 
ments for U.S. citizens are a valid passport 
or an original birth certificate accompa- 
nied with a valid photo ID. = 


FACE TO FACE 
(Continued from Page 47) 


so wearing full chainmail) work together 
to ensure a safe and exciting production, 
which, from start to finish, will last 30 to 
40 minutes. 

When UNEXSO opened its doors in 
1966, seeing a shark in the distance dur- 
ing a dive was a big thrill. Back then, most 
were content to have it stay in the dis- 








tance. Subsequent to the release of Jaws 
and the wave of documentary films in- 
spired by both our fears and fascination 
with these animals, divers suddenly want- 
ed to see sharks—upclose and personal. 
Doing so, however, was easier said than 
done. The sharks were there but, without 
some kind of ongoing program to entice 
them, their naturally wary, even timid na- 
ture kept them away. 

That all changed in the late 1980s with 
UNEXSO’s creation of the Dolphin 
Experience, involving Atlantic Bottlenose 
Dolphins trained to do a variety of behav- 
iors with people, including an open ocean 
swim with scuba divers. 

Dolphins require a large supply of fresh 
fish for consumption. And, they won’t and 
shouldn’t eat anything less than fresh. Not 
all marine life, however, is so discriminat- 
ing. Thinking something productive could 
done with dolphin food rejects, UNEXSO’s 
Dive Operations Supervisor, Ollie Fer- 
guson, created an underwater fish feed as a 
source of entertainment for guests. Daily 
feeds brought in the reef’s resident popu- 
lace of large groupers, snappers and nu- 
merous Yellowtails, but it took little time 
for a few Caribbean Reef Sharks to take no- 
tice. Now, the appearance of these impres- 
sive creatures is virtually guaranteed, 15 to 
30 generally show up to take the bait of- 
fered by the chainmail attired feeder. 

Watching UNEXSO perform a feeding 
session with such an impressive collection 
of big reef sharks is an adrenaline pump- 
ing experience. Before the feed is even half 
finished, most guests’ initial trepidation 
has evaporated. It is often replaced with 
an even stronger fascination with these 
majestic, graceful predators. Even the idea 
of taking an active role in the adventure, 
moving about as the feeder does, literally 
rubbing shoulders with this pack of large 
sharks, no longer seems far fetched. This 
desire was the basis for UNEXSO’s next 
phase, the Shark Feeder Program. 

This program is designed to provide the 
ultimate interactive experience. For obvi- 
ous reasons, not everyone can participate. 
In addition to the fee, $2,495 per partici- 
pant, it is essential divers have excellent 
water skills (including confidence in their 
abilities underwater) and a calm nature. 
Anybody who is newly certified, easily ex- 
citable or in poor health, or even seeking a 
cheap thrill, need not apply. (Note, this is 
not a course resulting in certification.) 

What makes this specialty program 
unique is the information and insight 
that is gained about shark behavior, 
habits and tendencies, as well as their role 
in the ecosystem. Upon graduation, the 
participant becomes a member of a rather 
unique club of fellow shark feeders, re- 
ceiving a personalized photo album and 
video chronicling his/her endeavors and 
an engraved plaque on UNEXSO’s Shark 











Island Dreams, 


Serving Travelers Since 1987 


From the Colors of the Caribbean 
to the Passions of the fie ea 


afar | Ma riin E : 


~2 S Glorias, od =f 


BEST OF FiJi 
Garden Island Resort / Rainbow Reef 
Taveuni, Fiji From $895 
Matana Resort / Dive Kadavu 
Kadavu, Fiji From $1,111 
Fiji Aggressor / M/V Sere Ni Wai 
Excellent new live-aboards From $2,195 
BEST OF SOLONIONS & VANUATU 
Adventure Sports Gizo 


BEST OF THE CARIBBEAN 


Brac Reef Resort / Little Cayman Beach 
Resort, Cayman Islands From $1,395 


Ramons / Mayan Princess / Yacht Club 
Ambergris Caye, Belize From $456 


Bill Beard’s Diving Safaris / Villa Casa 
Blanca, Costa Rica From $496 


Anthony's Key / CoCo View / Fantasy | G54. Solomon Islands 
Roatan, Honduras From $795 
Uepi Island Resort 


Sand Dollar / Captain Don/ Plaza Resort Uepi, Solomon Islands 
Bonaire, N.A. From $739 


Guanahani Beach Hotel / Sea Eye Divers 
Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos 
From $895 


From $995 


From $1,225 
M/V Solomon Sea Solomon Islands 
Live-Aboard From $1,995 
Aqua Marine Santo 

Santo, Vanuatu CALL 


Where the Heck is Wakatobi? 


“Finest diving site in the World” Jacques Cousteau 


Sulawesi, 
Indonesia 


marine 
biodiversity” 


SO OSE ESCH HTHO HEE HEHHTEOHEHHALAEEEHHHSASEHHHHHHEOEHOSEOOOES ETHOS THOT SOE ETHOEH OTE HOHE SESESE SHES EERE EEOHHEHEHEHH OE OHHH EEEEHEEE SEHD EO ESEDOSCED OS DESE 


Continental < air new Zealano 
Airlines ) 
€& malaysia SINGAPORE AIRLINES 


The Best of Cozumel, Cayman, Belize, 
Bonaire, Roatan, Guanaja, Australia, 
Fiji, Solomons, Vanuatu, Malaysia, 
the Maldives...and beyond. 


Call us toll free & save 


00-346-61 16) 
Phone: 713/973-9300 Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 


http://www. islandream.com 
© SD/AD 1997 
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DIVE: 





Call 1-800-282-8932 


Travel arrangements 





Your Honduras Travel Specialists Since 1981 


P.O. Box 877 © San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 


Fax: 352-588-4158 ¢ International: 352-588-4132 
Email: info@roatan.com 
http: //www.roatan.com 


CoCViewResor| ” 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


eee 6 @ @ @ @© © © © © © © © © © @ @ @ © @ © © @ © «© «© * © *© «© «© 60 Ge 8 8 6G OH 


UTILA LODGE 


Your own little dive resort in the Western Caribbean 


6s Reservations Call 1-800-282-8932 
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e 240 acre private island 

-mlVelalemal-1-meliulale 

e Fijian cultural experiences 

e Unlimited shore diving (FREE) 

¢ Romantic Treehouse Bure 

e5 nts/8 tanks, meals, all resort excursions from pp, $96000 


Contact anke 


USA 1-888-MAI 


ANGI 


AUNT Ee laletiielatemaeyaa| 
info@Matangilsland.com 
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110 foot wall 


a snorkel away from the bar 


Sere Ss Paee 
the ts One week... all il. e ; 
unlimited diving . . 2 
ce Re 
( Wall and wreck diving right LY 
from the beach. Top ratedin  “* 
the Caribbean! on poe > 
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FACE TO FACE 


Feeder Hall of Fame in addition toa 
plaque to take home. 

Accepting only one to two candidates 
per month, the program spans four full 
consecutive days. The participant under- 
goes complete VIP handling with undi- 
vided attention from UNEXSO staff, 
while getting to go behind the scenes and 
work with the facilities’ key personnel. 
Following a workbook designed by Ollie 
Ferguson that outlines the procedures for 
working with sharks, phase one begins 
with learning to dive with both the 28 
pound Neptunic Stainless Steel Chainmail 
Suit (resembling the chainmail worn by 
knights of old) and scuba equipment de- 
signed specifically for the activity. 

The next step is to understand the pace 
and timing of a feed, as well as how to con- 
trol the strike zone. This is done through 
simulated pool exercises and observing 
the UNEXSO staff. According to Ollie, 
women divers seem to master these skills 
easier than their male counterparts. “It’s 
not a matter of brute strength, but one of 
finesse,” he says. Indeed, since the pro- 
gram started in late 1996, the graduates 
include more women than men. 

Phase three involves playtime with the 
sharks; no more simulations or watching 
from the sidelines. The participant ap- 
plies what is seen and learned during 
three actual, private feeds. During these 
sessions, your trainer, personal videogra- 
pher and two safety divers stay close to 
provide support, intervening should the 
sharks become too rowdy or to demon- 
strate an additional move or technique. 

According to Jason Hardy of Bend, 
Oregon (graduate number nine in the 
program): “Besides getting past those oc- 
casional, nerve wracking moments, get- 
ting the pace and rhythm down, the 
sharks are actually like playing witha 
bunch of big, happy dogs. They are awe- 
some creatures. Besides being beautiful to 
watch, they really do have distinguishing 
personalities.” By his second feeding ses- 
sion, Jason was close to mastering the 
technique of putting a couple of sharks to 
sleep by massaging the area around the 
nose. Graduation includes a shark feed 
before a group of guests to cap the experi- 
ence ofa lifetime. 

If once is not enough, all prior gradu- 
ates are entitled to return to UNEXSO’s. 
Adventure Plus/Shark Feeder Program to 
relive the experience. Instead of going 
through the entire process again, the 
shark feeder is taken through a short re- 
fresher course wearing the suit and equip- 
ment. This special engagement lasts two 
days and costs about $1,500. 

For more information about UNEXSO’s 





Shark Feeder Program, call the UDNEXSO 
office in Fort Lauderdale, Florida at (800) 
992-3483 or (954) 351-9889 or fax (954) 
351-9740. In addition to sharks and dol- 
phins, UNEXSO’s services include reef and 
wreck diving, a complete list of scuba certi- 
fication courses and a host of snorkel trips 
and tours. The mailing address is P.O. Box 
22878, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33335. = 


DIVERS ACADEMY 
(Continued from Page 28) 


lent physical condition. You must supply a 
wet or drysuit, mask, snorkel, fins, weight- 
belt and safety gear (hardhat, boots and 
gloves). To ease the financial burden, 
Divers Academy participates in a number 
of assistance plans. These include Direct 
Subsidized and Unsubsidized Federal 
Loans, Loans to Parents (PLUS), the Pell 
Grant and Veterans Education Assistance. 
Housing for Divers Academy students is 
arranged at a reasonable cost in private 
homes in suburban Camden County or in 
private apartments, depending on each 


Whether you’re a seasoned diver, 


__ newly certified or are looking for a 
| premier training facility, Don Foster’s 
_ isthe place. The staff are professional 


yet still know how to make things fun 
and exciting. Let Don Foster’s handle 
your next dive vacation and all you'll 
have to do is relax and enjoy the 
spectacular views. 


Don Foster’s is proud to be the in-house 
operator for the Holiday Inn On The 
Beach. This prime 7 Mile Beach location 
offers a full service dive & retail shop as 
well as a variety of watersports activities. 
Our boats depart directly from the beach 


student’s needs. The private residences in- 


and other hotel packages are available! 
clude fully furnished rooms with full house | 


Don Foster’s me ye ge Se We also offer 


privileges and all utilities except telephone. e. convenient George @ .. \ s Paes condominium packages 
The school’s administrative staff, | PROM irene br Oe 6) OS ; at several 7 Mile Beach 
teaching staff, classrooms, workshops, locationis perfect i * rr i=—<= ff Beer 
changing rooms and equipment lockers for instruction an , = 4 e @ ideal for persons who 
rth die 1a er ee amas eters banilaiiik on: thie shore dives andis #4~ = Salad Se ee ae prefer self catering and 
y 8 the closestspot # eas Ea) eS offer all the comforts of 
waterfront. The workboat, the Bulldog I, tothe wreck if ae a home ina cozy island 


a 48 foot long twin screw steel pushboat of the Cali. eg <a 2 "ee: \f__ style atmosphere. 
with a 20 foot beam, is alongside the pier — : 

behind the main building. It has three 
dive stations that can be used as staging 
centers for underwater projects. A 17 by 
22 foot double lock, stationary hyperbaric 
chamber, a portable double lock hyper- 
baric chamber, 400 and 500 amp welders 
and air compressors are dockside. The 36 
by 38 foot barge, in a slip adjacent to the 
main building, adds nine additional train- 
ing stations. The water depth at all sta- 
tions ranges between 35 and 45 feet, de- 
pending on tidal conditions. Water tem- 
peratures vary according to the season. In 
mid-summer, they can reach the low 70s 
(°F) while winter temperatures can bea 
bone chilling 35°F. 


Divers Academy helps each student 

with job placement upon graduation. The in! it ' I Pivtable A COMPRESSORS aA \) 

classroom sessions teach them the proper IX 

way to prepare resumes and the appropri- wail ii ale iL Your Own Tanks: 

ate methods for contacting prospective vi aecfin" — Max working pressure “0000s! 
© Fills an 80cft tank to S000 psi in ce minutes“ 


employers. Prior to graduation, each stu- 
 Iriple filtration/ disposable purification cartridge 


dent meets one on one with Tamara | | | 
Brown to reap the benefits of her “finger  4stages/stainless steel intercoolers/c relief valves 
YM Low maintenance—Weighs only 85Ibs 


on the pulse of the commercial diving 

field” expertise. Brown elaborates, “I edu- Larger, stationary units up to 18cfm available 
cate students about opportunities. I sit 
down with each and every one of my 
graduates before they leave Divers ion 
Academy and gO over job placement and *based on charging an 80cft cylinder from 500 to 3000psig 
salary situations in the industry. Starting **time required to fill 80cft cylinder from 500 to. 3000psig 
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1-800-83-DIVER (34837) 


PHONE : (345) 945-5132 © FAX: (345) 945-5133 


E-mail: dfd@candw.ky ¢« Website: www.donfosters.com 
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Phone 3970°329°3491 
HX 310°538°5143 


34) 1/2 £ Alondra Blvd. 
pressor systems bardena, CA 90248 USA 
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HIGH PRESSURE AIR 








"Your search for ferrous metals 
begins by locating the Proton 3.” 


u/w Metal 
Detector 


Call for a free catalog or 
to order our demonstration video. 


J.W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 
1953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 
(800)822-4744 « Tel. (508)822-7330 
e FAX: (508)880-8949 or 822-1931 
JWFishers@aol.com 
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COCONUT HARBOUR | 


~The Dedicated | Or A 


Divers Resort” | *' 





> Qpen-Air Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool and Jacuzzi SS — 
> In-Room Mini-Kitchens > 10% Discount on Dive Packages 
Dive From Your Door Step 
> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray City 
East End - On-site dive shop 
> Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s Wall 


Grand Cayman, BW. 
1-800 -332 -6281 








IF YOU'RE WILLING 
TO GO TO WHERE 
THE WORK IS AND 
WILLING TO 
WORK HARD, 
COMMERCIAL 
DIVING MIGHT 
BE THE CAREER 
FOR YOU. 
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M.V. SPIRIT OF SOLOMONS & M.V. BILIKIKI 


Divers who know, 
go with Bilikiki. 
Bilikiki Cruises Ltd 
Tel 250-363-1253 


Fax. 250-383-6598 
bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 


Solomon 
Airlines 
800-677-4277 





Bilikiki Cruises Ltd., PO Box 876, Honiara, Solomon Islands 
Phone +(677) 20412 © Fax +(677) 23897 www.bilikiki.com 


COMMERCIAL DIVING IS A REWARDING CAREER 
Call today for your FREE career package 


1-800-634-8377 


In Seattle, WA : (206) 783-5542 ¢ e-mail: dit@wolfenet.com 
Check out our new website at: http://www.diveweb.com/dit 





ADC 
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DIVERS INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY 







DIVERS ACADEMY 


salaries are important but equally impor- 
tant is how quickly a new diver will move 
from the lower paying tender position to 
the higher paying diving positions. This 
varies in different areas of the country.” 

Brown continued, “Students can ask 
me things during these meetings that they 
might not ask in class. Divers Academy is 
here to service our clients and our clients 
are our students. In order to make them 
profitable, we have to make sure they 
have the skills needed for employment.” 
This individual treatment is one of the 
many reasons Divers Academy has a 98 
percent placement rate. An important 
factor for anyone considering a new career 
is earning potential. In the entry level 
phase as a commercial diver, you can ex- 
pect to earn between $18,000 and $35,000 
a year. Salary increases afterward should 
average $10,000 to $15,000 a year. Top 
salary ranges could be $50,000 to $80,000 
or more. Your performance and work atti- 
tude will play an important role in ad- 
vancement and increased income. 

Ask the students at the Divers Acad- 
emy of the Eastern Seaboard for the rea- 
sons they chose the school: real life train- 
ing conditions, a complete program, ex- 
perienced instructors, the training time 
frame and the cost. The reputation of 
Divers Academy is made by its graduates 
and that is important for a continuing 
student referral from both graduates and 
the industry. The school’s referral rate is 
35 to 40 percent—an impressive figure. 

Remember their motto: If you can do it 
in the Delaware, you can do it anywhere. 
To enroll or to receive more information, 
contact the professionals at the Divers 
Academy of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc., 
2500 Broadway, Camden, New Jersey 
08104. Call them at (800) 238-DIVE or 
fax them at (609) 541-4355. Visit the Web 
page at diveweb/diversacademy or join 
them at their open house, where you can 
meet the staff and the students for a first 
hand experience in the exciting world of 
commercial diving. = 


NEW FRONTIERS OF 
INNERSPACE 
(Continued from Page 81) 


greater abundance of everything. 

On Mars or under our own earthly 
oceans acertain euphoria takes over 
when something new is discovered, a feel- 
ing that here is a treasure for the taking. It 
is the feeling that has fueled so many gold 
rushes—and extinctions. Judging from 
the talk about mining Mars, we haven’t 
learned enough from the trashing of this 
planet to establish paradise somewhere 








else. As for the places we are still discover- 
ing here on Earth, we must be careful to 
remember the same principle applies to 
them as to those places we already know 
and love: respect for the life forms that 
make their home in the sea. We must re- 
member we are guests and guests don’t 
smash china, tear holes in the furniture 
and tromp through the garden. On a reef, 
that means we don’t kick up sand, grab or 
knock off coral heads or harass the locals 
for that perfect photo. 

New dive sites present us with an op- 
portunity and a challenge. We should be 
even more careful at new sites, because 
intact reef ecosystems are of even greater 
importance to scientists than they are to 
pleasure seekers. As we discover new sites, 
we can learn from past mistakes and take 
preventive measures for their well being. 
For example, it is common for live- 
aboards to “free-boat” at new sites, fol- 
lowing the bubbles of divers as they make 
their way around the site and picking 
them up when they surface. But, too 
many people still drop and drag anchors 
across sensitive corals. For sites destined 
to be revisited on a regular basis, the an- 
swer may bea system called Environ- 
mental Moorings, which consists ofa 
stainless steel pin inserted into a hole 
drilled into the reef’s limestone substrate 
and tied to a float. 

If these and other responsible measures 
are taken, we can use new sites and they 
will offer a thrilling experience for decades 
to come. We can also continue to renew 
our imagination here, on good old planet 
Earth. It still has a lot to offer if we are will- 
ing to look beneath the surface. > 
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Set sail on Windjammer’s 6 or 13 . 4 A 
Caribbean adventures and bring a f 
companion for 1/2 fare! 
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Call your travel agent or f 
1-800-327-2601. é 
http://www.windjammer.com ni f j: 


* Space is limited. Standard cabin. Applies to Yet SR) Fae 2 rs we oe 
June through mid-December sailings only. : a ; 
Must show diver certification upon hooking. 
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P.O. Box 190120, Dept. 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119-0120 
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of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. 













y san apberrbs Gas 3s Diving 
« Hyperbaric Chamber Operation 
Underwater Welding & Burning 
» Bridges, Oil Rigs & Power Plants 
« Remote Vehicles, U/W Ultrasonics 
» Federal Financial Assistance 

for Qualified Students 

















CALL TODAY 
1-800-238-DIVE 


Divers Academy of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. _ 
2500 Broadway = Camden, Nj 08104 (609) 966- 1871 
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No SINE, No Prevensions, You robably woulda t know aboout it. 
, antess someone told you, 7 hat s how ders fad there way here. 


Scuba Club 


Dive Resort 
P.O. Box 11 
Cozumel, Q. Roo Mexico 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 


SBA For Reservations & Information: 


Aqua - Sub Tours, inc. 
1-800-847-5708 
U.S.A. & Canada 


COZUMEL 


Seiko’s best-selling diver's 
\ quartz watch—at a new lower 


\ price. Now Only MSRP 
: $245.00 5350.00 


m/f, Plus, you get our exclusive “Double. 
*>* Time” satisfaction guarantee . Get 
Seiko's three-year manufacture’s warranty, 
along with our 30-day money-back 
guarantee if not completely satisfied. Add 
$5.95 for shipping and handling. 
Mens 3-9 To Order Call: 1-800-728-5973 


ae aan For check or money order, send to: 


Visa, MC sunDog Watch Co. 
Accepted P.O, Box 1485 Westerville, Ohio 43086 


<a 
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Blue Holes, Shark Feeding, 
Dolphin Encounters! 
Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 
Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 


with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 
FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: 


300-445-3837 of 954-202-5608 


P. O. Box 21725, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33335 
E-mail : seafever@seafever.com ¢ Website : http://www.seafever.com 
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GUAM TROPICAL 
DIVE STATION 
(Continued from Page 79) 


home to Soldierfish, lionfish, Trum- 
petfish and numerous tangs and Moorish 
Idols. A careful examination of coral 
crevices will reveal several species of 
cowries that are common here, including 
Tiger, Reticulated and Map. Especially 
interesting are large Carpet Anemones 
containing several types of clownfish, in- 
cluding Skunk and Two-stripe. 

The Crevice is considered one of 
Guam’s most exciting dives. On a sloping, 
hard coral bottom at the base of the Cliff 
at Orote Point, a sharp slice creates a steep 
walled canyon. Along the edge are small 
soft corals and large gorgonian fans. 
Ultra-clear water provides exciting photo- 
graphic opportunities, with the red-or- 
ange of gorgonian fans, the deep blue of 
the ocean, brilliant, sparkling sunbursts 
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The staff of Guam Tropical Dive Station—a 
PADI Five Star [DC—can teach classes in 
English, Japanese, Chinese and Korean. 


and schools of darkly silhouetted snappers 
providing contrasting elements. The 
Crevice is a deep dive, beginning at 80 feet 
and dropping from there. 

For wreck enthusiasts, Guam’s twin 
wrecks are among diving’s most unique. 
Two wrecks, the SMS Cormoran, scut- 
tled in WW I, and the Tokai Maru, sunk 
by torpedoes in WW II, lie side by side in 
the quiet waters of Apra Harbor. The 
Cormoran, originally a Russian mail ship 
built in 1909, features intricate interior 
ornamentation. 

The Tokai, a WW II Japanese freighter 
more than 500 feet long, has been over- 
grown by corals and sponges, creating a 
reef oasis. Great clouds of fish hover over 
the wreck and octopus, eels and shells can 
be found in dark recesses. 

On your trip to Micronesia, take advan- 
tage of your Guam stopover by letting 
Guam Tropical Dive Station show you a 
different side of the Micronesia dive expe- 
rience. You'll be so glad you did! 

For more information, call the Guam 
Tropical Dive Station at 671-477-2774, 
fax 671-477-2775 or send e-mail to 
gtds@ite.net. = 














The World’s Second Largest Barrier Reef And The Only True Atolls In The Caribbean 


The only PADI 5 Star Diving Facility in Belize 
New Northern Ambergris Dive Sites 

Nitrox& Trimix available 

Group Rates 


1-800-460-5665 


Ph: 713-780-1566 ¢ Fax 713-780-1726 


Web site: www.journeysendresort.com ¢ Email: info@journeysendresort.com 
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fee Hugh Parkey’s 
BELIZE DIVE CONNECTION 


Instruction we bal b 


specialty Courses 

Over 20 Years'Experience 

Dive Packages and Charters 
Minutes Away fr pat eBarrier Reef 


TOLL FREE 1-8 


i “Hugh Parkey is one of 

=, the most knowledgeable 

= Divemasters in Belize” 
SKINDIVER 1993 


BELIZE CITY = 
AMBERGRISCAYE = me 


INTERNATIONAL 01 1-501-2-34526FAXO11-501-2-78808 | 
E-mail: fortst@ bt! net * www.belizenet.com/hpbzdycon.html 
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ON GLOVER'S ATOLL! 


Imagine Diving the Area Equal to Grand Cayman, 
Bonaire or Cozumel with Only 27 Other Divers... 
800-326-1724 Fax 310-937-6473 


:@ Private Individual 
BLACKBIRD “tects 
: ‘© New fast transfer 


ee ee ‘<-and Dive Boats 
ON TURNEEFFEAT OLE * You will Dive and 
.» Srrorkelthe Best 

. of turneffe and 


MCOLLOLISISS aati 
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= — Call eye ppienccrigiic to. 
1-3483 fax 310-937-6472 | 
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Imagine being stranded 
Vt priva Le isle... 





Where the staff pampers your every need. 


Our exclusive private island resort offers the 
Caribbean ’s finest in diving and snorkeling. We 
pamper your palette with gourmet meals and 
attend to your every desire. Our other amenities 
include kayaking, windsurfing, 
weekly blue hole trip and fish- 
@ ing. Come and experience 
ge superb diving among solitude. 


turneffe island lodge 
Call 800- Sh -0118 or fax 770-534-8290. 


www.turneffelodge.com 
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COURSE 


EXOTIC TRIPS 

An important ingredient for each trip 
are the people Cathy and her husband, 
Herb Rafael, accept for their trips. They 
try to get to know each participant in ad- 
vance and look for people who are easy to 
get along with and who take their good 
times with them. They enjoy people who 
are fun to be with, so all nice people, pho- 
tographers and non-photographers alike, 
are welcome to join their 
friendly group. 

Cathy is known around the 
world for the way she helpsev- f& 
eryone witheverything from 
emergency repairs to exposure 
questions. Underwater, she will 
even put her own camera aside 
to make sure everyone gets a 
good opportunity to see and 
photograph the special crea- 
tures. On Bilikiki tours she offers 
a free five day photo course that 
includes daily lectures, critiques 
and in-water help. 

Herb manages all the travel 
arrangements, including air, 
baggage, overnight stays, add- 
on land tours and the social cal- 
endar. Herb and Cathy think 
nothing of taking the entire 
group out for dinner and 
drinks. They do lots of the little 
things that make a trip special, 
such as giving T-shirts to the 
guests and the crew, bringing 
party favors for birthdays and 
sending out group photos after 
the trip. No one makes being a tour leader 
such a complete profession! 


SUPER COURSES 


If you are interested in improving your 
underwater photography, there is no bet- 
ter photo course than Cathy’s week-long 
Super Courses at Sunset House Hotel in 
Grand Cayman. 

There are three elements to these great 
courses—learning, superb service and 


lots of good humor. The courses start on 
arrival day, cameras are checked out and 
the basic talk starts with “This is the front 
of the camera and this...” Topics quickly 
advance to the basics of composition and 
the subtleties of a scene to get the best 
possible photograph. 

Throughout the week Cathy uses lec- 
ture, critique and lots of individual help 
above and underwater in a systematic 


Herb Rofael and’ sis ; | — 
im Cathy Church. 
ge. ’ ik 





approach to assure that everyone real- 
izes his/her best potential. In logical 
fashion she covers ambient light, flash 
fill, close-up, wide angle, multiple 
strobes and, of course, buoyancy and 
balance underwater with a camera. 
While several of the equipment talks 
center on the Nikonos system, Cathy al- 
so teaches those with the Nikonos RS, 
Sea & Sea systems and housed cameras. 
The service is incredible—your gear is 


carried for you to and from the boat. 
During each three hour dive, you simply 
go to the stern of the boat where a dry 
photo instructor will change film, lens or 
batteries, while two other instructors 
change your tank and offer you mar- 
velous snacks and soft drinks. Cathy and 
another instructor are in the water with 
the group, helping with camera settings, 
critters, posing or whatever else is needed. 

On close-up day, Herb 
brings a tame angelfish right 
into your close-up kit framer 
for a stunning portrait. On the 
grotto dive, Cathy takes you to 
the site where her signature 
print, “Light Beams at Devil’s 
Grotto,” was shot. On the wall 
dive they will help you with 
lots of subjects Cathy herself 
has immortalized. 

And at just the right mo- 
ment, in between all the seri- 
ous stuff, you'll find yourself 
enjoying a laugh. This is nota 
school with tests and competi- 
tion. And, graduation night is 

© like nothing you have seen be- 
us. fore. Cathy balances the em- 
phasis on learning and getting 
great photos with having fun 

on a wonderful vacation. 


FULL SERVICE 
PHOTO CENTRE 


In Grand Cayman, Cathy 

Church’s Underwater Photo 

Centre and Galleries at Sunset 

House (and a second mini-location at 

Coconut Place on Seven Mile Beach) are a 

Mecca for any visitor interested in taking 

photographs underwater or in just wan- 
dering through her busy gallery. 

You can enjoy afternoon half day class- 
es (which qualify you for the PADI or SSI 
photo specialty) or get a free, easy mini- 
lesson when you rent a Nikonos, Sea & 
Sea or video camera system. Cathy’s won- 

(Continued on Page 101) 


to/Robert Lowery 
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HAWAII’S FRIENDLY 
TURTLES 
(Continued from Page 18) 


that they are somehow innately aware of 
their protected status in Hawaii. A decade 
or so ago, when Hawaii started booming 
as a tourist destination, many of the oper- 
ators fed the turtles; most have aban- 
doned this practice. Yet years later the 
turtles continue to interact with snorkel- 
ers and divers in the same manner. In 
fact, they are gentler when there isn’t any 
food in the water. They are always playful 
and curious. 

When these reptiles are not cruising 
through the open blue, they are usually 
stretched out ona coral ledge or napping 
under a protected overhang. 

Quite often you can see them visiting 
the neighborhood cleaning station, being 
serviced by wrasses, shrimp and tangs. 
Many fish work as cleaners, removing 
parasites and diseased flesh from willing 
customers. For some it’s a part time hob- 
by, for others it’s a full time job. This is a 
symbiotic relationship; the cleaners get an 
easy meal and the turtles get free cleaning. 

Although Kauai’s turtles do seem the 
most congenial, you are virtually guaran- 
teed incredible encounters with turtles off 
any of the 
Hawalian 
Islands. 
During the 
winter on 
He “in Ob 
beaches, the 
turtles can 
be seen nest- 
ing. The fe- 
males come 
ashore and lay their eggs in deep pits they 
excavate in the sand; the sex of each turtle 
is determined by the temperature of the 
nest—higher temperatures typically pro- 
duce females. The tiny hatchlings emerge 
about eight weeks later and make their 
mad dash for the relative safety of open 
water. Turtle eggs and young hatchlings 
are veritable feasts for hungry sea birds; 
only a small percentage of the hatchlings 
ever reach maturity. 





GETTING TO 
KNOW HAWAII 


The Hawaiian Islands, volcanic in ori- 
gin, are exquisitely beautiful above and 
below. Lush greenery covers only the tips 
of this expansive subsea mountain range, 
which extends thousands of feet below 
the watery surface. At first glance, 
Hawaii's stark underwater scenery seems 
barren and lifeless, especially when com- 
pared to the grandeur of the South Pacific 
or the Caribbean. A closer look reveals a 
tightly woven tapestry of life. Because of 
the huge expanse of open ocean sur- 


rounding Hawaii, the islands do not have 
the same diversity of species found off 
other Pacific islands. It is estimated that 
the Philippines have more than 2,000 
species of reef fish; the Marshall Islands 
about 1,000—in comparison, Hawaii has 
450. But anything Hawaii lacks in variety, 
it surely makes up for in abundance. 
Hawaii's isolation has also produced an 
exceptional endemic population of rare 
species of fish and critters found nowhere 
else in the world. 

There’s good snorkeling in Hawaii year- 
round, however, the water is definitely 
warmer and calmer during the spring and 


PAPUA 


BEST 


WITH 


MREeEwW GY 


summer. Thermal suits made of either 
Polartec or neoprene are nice in the sum- 
mer and absolutely necessary in winter 
when water temperatures plummet to the 
mid 70s (°F). Although winter brings cold- 
er water it also brings Hawaii's other fea- 
tured attraction—Humpback Whales. 
Each year between November and June, 
500 to 1,200 of these gentle giants migrate 
to the islands from Alaska to mate and 
breed. Technically, it’s illegal to get in the 
water with them, but you never know. You 
could be snorkeling along one day, look 
up and find a Humpback Whale staring at 
you. In Hawaii, anything is possible. = 
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You will enjoy exceptional marine 
life biodiversity, estimated to be 2 


Choose Milne Bay. 
spectacular photographic 


times eareates than the Red Sea and 5 times greater gpportunities with octopus, 


than the Caribbean. Paradise Sport will lead the 
live-aboard industry into the 21st century. 


Paradise Sport has a huge dive deck with nitrox 
facilities, bountiful camera storage plus a photo 
and video lab. The “Paradise Lounge’ is designed 


for video and slide presentations. 


mantis shrimp, blue riobon 
eels, lionfish, panda 
clownfish and a host of 
other exotic creatures. 


Choose Kavieng, 
PNG’s Pelagic Capital. If 
you prefer the excitement 
of “big fish action” or 
being eye to eye with 
large silver tio sharks. 


EEWAUSTRALIAWEE 
CALL US NOW! 1-888-MIKE BALL 


© AD/SD 1998 


FAX: 520-556-9598 
NEW WEB SITE: http://www.mikeball.com 
e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 
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Is There A Career 
In Diving For You? 


EN T EUR *SHie “TT 10 N A L 
Established 1975 


WE GUARANTEE IT! 


Graduates of Pro Dive's PADI Instructor and ROSetraining, 
the most recognized Resort Operations Specialist course 
inthe world, are currently in such demand, that successful 
completion of our training programs guarantees you a job. 


Why train anywhere else, 


when your career is at stake! 
Awarded as PADI's first 


Recipient of the 
PADI Outstanding 
Achievement Award 
“for valuable contnbutions to 
PADI Instructor Development" 


Pad 


pe i 
Gu pp) 





PADI ( 


Career Development Center 


-Student financing available- 


Call today 1-800-800-3483 


for your free PADI Career Training Catalog and Video. 
In Florida or outside the U.S. Phone or Fax 954-761-8915 
www.pro-dive.com email: prodive@icanect.net 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
801 Seabreeze Blvd., Bahia Mar Yacnting Resort, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


Licensed by the Florida State Board of Independent Post Secondary, Vocational Technical, Trade and Business Schools, License #79 


SAVE YOUR COPIES OF skindiver 


Here's the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! These 
durable, custom-made cases and binders, in light blue with attractive gold lettering, will provide 
maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a special 4-1/2" wide 
spring mechanism to hold individual rods that CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE 
quickly snap in place. 7 days, 24 hours 
CASE(s): 1-$8.95 3-$24.95 6-$45.95 1-800-825-6690 
BINDER(s): 1-$11.25 3-$31.85 6- $60.75 $15 minimum 

(American Express, Master Card, Visa, Diners Club) 


















Sain dive, 


Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage and handling. 
Outside Continental U.S. add $3.50 per case/binder (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 


MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. funds) payable to 
Jesse Jones Industries and send to: 
Skin Diver, Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95 PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Please print clearly and provide your return address with ZIP CODE 
(no P.O. boxes please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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ROYAL CARIBBEAN CRUISE LINES HAs 
AMOEBA SCUBAGUARD: Royal Caribbean 
International will offer the unique 
Amoeba ScubaGuard to passengers 
aboard the Sovereign of the Seas. The 
ScubaGuard is a one-time use mouth- 
piece cover, designed to provide an added 
measure of comfort and safety. 

According to Pudge president David 
Forman, the cruise line will offer the prod- 
uct to passengers participating in aquatic 
excursions during the vessel’s three and 
four day trips to The Bahamas, where 
snorkeling and scuba diving are popular 
activities. The test program could likely re- 
sult in the ScubaGuard product being of- 
fered on all Royal Caribbean ships. 

Amoeba ScubaGuard is used by divers 
and snorkelers throughout the world. 
The low cost, high value protection de- 
vice, which conveniently slips over exist- 
ing mouthpieces, has been applauded by 
safety experts in the resort, cruise line and 
travel industries. 

For information on the Amoeba 
ScubaGuard, contact Pudge president 
David Forman at (800) 997-8343 or fax 
(215) 795-9335. Visit the Web site at 
http:// www.pudge. com. = 


BAUME & MERCIER 
GENEVE 


Automatic a OOM (660 ft) 


A precision automatic 100% SWISS MADE watch 
from one of The Leaders and most prestigious watch 
companies in the world. 


model # 
be..... MDFO0080 


« 200m (660 ft) water-resistant a hi 

= Sapphire crystal with glare-proof 

® Self winding, SWISS made 

* Brushed top quality steel case BZ 
and Bracelet with safety 4 
deployed clasp 

# Dark Blue Dial. 

# Luminous Hands 
and Markers q 

® Screw-type Locking Crown “ 

# Screw-back 

® Date at 3. 

# One year extended warranty 
from the Watch WareHouse 
FREE of charge. 
(2 year total] 


BRAND NEW 
IN THE BOX! 


Ly (4:70) 


Our unbelievable price 


WAREHOUSE , 
To Place an order call toll-free 9am-4pm PST 


(888) 770-2233 


or 24 HR Fax (818) 340-7738 : 
add sales tax if applicable, shipping & handling, while supplies last 
Look at our exciting web site for other watches 
http://www.thewatchwarehouse.com 
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 


Socorro Islands 
Sea of Cortez 


The 112 foot Solmar V is the most luxurious 
live-aboard operating in Mexico. 
Based in Cabo San Lucas, the Solmar V 
offers trips inthe summer to the Sea of 
Cortez and in the winter to the Socorro 
Islands (Revillagigedos), the last 
obs tes'ge} Copucteite thats to (-tef-saCe We) Bad Cooreterom 
| Seeterelebet c=tecwaad ected olere) thated @ETestesYore torte 
giant Mantas, whale sharks, sea lions and 
migratory whales are likely. Individuals. 
groups and private charters welcome. 
Call for more live-aboard info! 

Diving 
Provided 


by 
Suites www. amigosdelmar com 


1-800-344-3349 


(310) 459-9861. FAX : (310) 454-1686 


http econ 
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oe perience Paradise 
E cay = S : = « « 
eee tvithout Boundaries... 
7 t Forbes Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are treated to 
a world of space and choices beyond compare. All wrapped 
in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself knows no bounds. 
Our full service dive operation will cater to your every need...there are no 
time tables orschedules. Youdecide j- 
when and we'll take you to over thirty FO 
wig Class dive pig nearoy our spectac- MAGAZIN E ig 
ular island located in the Northern Group FIJI ISLAND 
of the Fiji Islands. Ifyou don't want to dive, ——— 
you can fish, windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing at all. Anytime. 
Your accommodations, a private bure, is located on the beach and features 


all the modern comforts and conveniences you will need. Our staff will 
prepare your meals, make up your bure and cater to your special requests. 


“ijt Forbes Laucata 


In a Fiji Forbes Laucala world, you get to 1-800-FORBES-5 
experience paradise without a Roar OR ie sight! Outside U.S. Phone (719) 379-3263 or fax (719) 379-3266 


Address: P.O. Box 149, Ft. Garland, CO 81133 


© SD/AD 1996 
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1 Yourself a Free 


COCcOs ISLAND 


Diving Adventure in Cos 





For The Ultimate 
Big Animal Diving 
in the World... 








Rica 





(Airfare and Hotel included) 


Nitrox and Rebreather Training & Rental on board 
Full information on www.underseahunter.com 


CALL FOR DETAILS & DIRECT BOOKING 


1-800-203-2120 


Costa Rica Tel: (506) 228-6535 © Fax (508) 289-7334 © E-mail: info@underseahunter.com 


° SHARKS ¢ MANTAS ¢ DOLPHINS e 
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THE MOST 
POPULAR TEK BCS 
(Continued from Page 17) 


Tek units may be the fastest growing 
segment of the BC market. A few years 
ago there were only a few, now almost ev- 
ery major scuba company offers one, and 
sometimes more than one model. What 
they have in common is back inflation 
with extra lift capacity (we show one ex- 
ception); releaseable weights or the abili- 
ty to convert to releaseable weights, plen- 


a a ee SE Se es 
For more information on the tek 
BCs featured in this article, contact 
the manufacturers and distributors 
listed below. 


Beuchat USA 

1321 NW 65th Place 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 

(954) 978-1204 (954) 978-1207 (fax) 
E-mail; beuchatusa@worldnet.att.net 


Dacor Corporation 

161 Northfield Road 

Northfield, IL 60093 

(847) 446-9555 (847) 446-7547 (fax) 
www.divedacor.com 


Dive Rite 

117 W. Washington Street 

Lake City, FL 32055 

(904) 752-1087 (904) 755-0613 (fax) 
www. Dive-Rite.com 





Divers Supply 

5208 Mercer University Drive 
Macon, GA 31210 

(800) 999-3483 

(912) 474-6790 (800) 329-3483 (fax) 
E-mail: diving@jaxnet.com 
www.divers-supply.com 











Diving Unlimited 

International, Inc. (DUD 

1148 Delevan Drive 

San Diego, CA 92102 

(800) 325-8439 

(619) 236-1203 (619) 237-0378( fax) 
E-mail: dui2@DUI-Online.com 
www.DUI-Online.com 


Forté 

7432 Prince Drive 

Huntington Beach, CA 92647 

(714) 848-8292 (714) 848-5832 (fax) 


Halcyon Equipment 

940 NW First Street 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311 

(800) 327-0412 

(954) 462-5570 (954) 462-6115 (fax) 
E-mail: halcyon@halcyon.net _ 

www.halcyon.net 








International Divers (IDI) 

14747 Artesia Blvd., #5-F 

La Mirada, CA 90638 

(800) 257-2822 

(714) 994-3900 (714) 994-5342 (fax) 
E-mail: idiscubadive@earthlink.net 


Mares America 

Shore Pointe, One Selleck Street 
Norwalk, CT 06855 

(203) 855-0631 

(203) 866-9573(fax) 
www.htmsport.com 


Oceanic USA 

2002 Davis Street 

San Leandro, CA 94577 

(800) 435-3483 

(510) 562-0500 (510) 569-5404 (fax) 
E-mail: oceanic@oceanicusa.com 
www.oceanicusa.com 





Poseidon 

SEArious Fun 

175H1 Commerce Drive 
Hauppauge, NY 11788 

(516) 231-4475 (516) 231-4496 (fax) 
E-mail: sfuninc@aol.com 

www. poseidon.se 


Scubapro 

1326 Willow Road 

Sturtevant, WI 53177 

(800) 467-2822 

(888) 801-8382 (800) 213-0740 (fax) 
www .jwa.com 





Sea Quest 

2151 Las Palmas Drive 

Carlsbad, CA 92009 

(760) 438-1101 (760) 438-3142 (fax) 
www.sea-quest.com 


Sherwood Scuba 

2111 Liberty Drive 

Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

(716) 283-2270 (716) 283-2356 (fax) 


2380 Mira Mar Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90815 


(562) 498-3708 (562) 498-1390 (fax) 





U.S. Divers 

3323 West Warner Avenue 

Santa Ana, CA 92799 

(714) 540-8010 (714) 432-9340 (fax) 
E-mail: tecinfo@usdivers.com 
www.usdivers.com 





Zeagle Systems, Inc. 

37150 Chancey Road 

Zephyrhills, FL 33541 

(813) 782-5568 (813) 782-5569 (fax) 
E-mail: info@zeagle.com 
www.zeagle.com 


ty of D-rings for accessories and, usually, 
the capacity to accommodate tanks larger 
than 80 cubic feet or double tanks, also 
known as “twins.” In Tek terminology, 
air cells are often aptly called “wings,” 

which they tend to resemble and function 





as underwater. 

Tek BCs are ruggedly made to with- 
stand tough conditions, often being made 
of urethane backed 840 or 1,000 denier 
nylon. Most are adjustable for tank height 
and user girth (they must accommodate 
bulky drysuits). Also because they are of- 
ten worn with drysuits, the torso area is 
open. Almost all of these BCs have two 
front closures, on some the topmost one 
can be moved up or down. The waist clo- 
sure is often a touch-fastener closing 
cummerbund with quick-release buckle 
on top. 

Among the models shown on the pre- 


vious pages there is a sameness, yet each 
also has its own special features. And, you 
can buy your Tek BC in any color, as long 
as it’s black! Space limitations precluded 
listing all of the details. For those you’ll 
have to visit your local dive store or con- 
tact the company (see our list) that sells 
the BC. = 
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COZUMEL’S LARGEST FLEET ¢ DIVE PARADISE » COZUMEL’S LARGEST FLEET 


5 DAY DIVE 
PACKAGES 
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PER DAY 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
800-710-8805 


FAX 206-441-5431 ¢ E-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
www.divetropical.com 


CUUMEL'S REST BARG 


SPECIAL 
LOW COST 
AIR FARES 


-— - 
ay 


<., Las Glorias 


. VILLA BLANCA 
BEACH HOTEL 


133514 LSADYVI S1SWNZOO ¢ ASICVYVd SAIC 13374 1S39DYV1 S 
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Paradise Island 


KX Yelm arelavetisveny 





e Visit the Lost Blue Hole, our circular wall 

e Dive intriguing wrecks and lush reefs 

e Relax on endless strands of white sand beaches 

e Indulge in elegant dining and glittering nightlife 


Stop just looking around! 





ADI 5-Star Facility 
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SUBSCRIBERS: 
Please direct all address changes, questions and 
inquiries regarding your subscription to : 
: |-800-800-3487 
The Great Barrier Reef 


| Liveaboard packages from $295" 
_ 10 dives/2 nights. For more deals, call 


| -800-443-0799 


atc@AdventureExpress.com 


Y) spventere A ictralia 


uble occupancy, Based on availability and subject to change. 4 





Lighthouse Atal! 
. Twesday 

Lighthouse Atoll 

Wednesday 


Lighthouse Atoll 


Thursday 
Glovers Atoll 


Friday 
Southem Belize 


Saturday 
Return to Belize City 


“THE REMBRANDT VAN RiJN,” a 184 ft. luxury live-aboard, 
will take you to ALL THE Best Divinc IN BELIzeE! 


The Rembrandt is the only live-aboard that will visit Lighthouse, Turneffe, 
Glovers and Southern Belize during your one week dive trip. All cabins are 
fully air-conditioned and have a private bath. Our spacious lounge is a 
perfect place to relax and review your days diving. 


fo Fov-F- Taps fe (=m —> 4 el-vel hale) at 


—) 1-300-453-7245 
es? Phone: 281 -987-9600¢ Fax: 281-987-1140 
“ee E-mail: oceanwh@infohwy.com 
iat eM sAWAWAlmel-lelul(o(-ialmeteluiyseUeVeomalian 
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skin diver 


Outside U.S. : 1-303-678-0354 








Choosing a 
Camcorder 
Format 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY JIM CHURCH 


uring the past few years, the two 

most popular formats for amateur 

underwater videographers have 

been standard 8mm and Hi-8. 
However, there are some new kids on the 
block. Digital camcorders have arrived 
with a bang. 

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? All non-digital 
camcorders and VCRs use an analog for- 
mat. The video signal is a stream of fluctu- 
ating voltages that magnetically records 
the picture on videotape. When you shoot 





Several manufacturers offer housings and 
lights for 8mm, Hi-8 and digital camcorders. 


or dub (copy) video, the recording VCR 
can’t perfectly duplicate the varied voltages 
of the video signal. Each copy degrades 
picture quality. 

Digital camcorders send a digital sig- 
nal—a series of 1s and Os—from the image 
sensor to the videotape. Thus, the image is 
recorded more accurately. If you dub digi- 
tal to digital, generation loss is virtually 
nonexistent because the digits (either a 1 or 
a 0) can be copied exactly. 

WHO SHOULD USE STANDARD 8MM? If you 
want a low budget personal hobby, 8mm is 
the way to go. Dozens of standard 8mm 
camcorders are available at prices lower 
than $500. You can easily record images 
that will please your family and friends. 
However, 8mm has some limitations. 
First, 8mm images will not be as sharp as 
Hi-8 or digital images. Second, if you make 
dubs of 8mm tapes, image quality declines 
quickly. Standard 8mm camcorders 








record less than 300 lines of resolution (a 
measurement of image sharpness). 

WHO SHOULD USE HI-8? Hi-8 is an en- 
hanced version of 8mm video and is still 
probably the most popular choice for un- 
derwater videography. If you want sharp- 
er images than 8mm but don’t want the 
added cost of a digital camcorder, Hi-8 is 
your best choice. Many of the underwater 
videos you ve seen on commercial TV 
were shot on Hi-8 camcorders such as the 
Sony TR81 and Sony CCD VX3. Hi-8 
camcorders record up to about 400 lines 
of resolution and cost more than 8mm 
camcorders. 





HOUSING FIRST 


If you don’t have a camcorder, choose 
the housing before buyi ying a camcorder. 
a8 compa and ¢ swesicgeie to rec- 














RE Inc. 
9563 Cote de Liesse 
Dorval PQ, Quebec 
Canada H9P 1A3 
(514) 636-9910 
(514) 636-8704 (fax) 






yeorneipaengeed (Top Dawg Housings) 
(408) = snicdl 

Cabos Cobras edincts 
5111 Santa Fe Street, Suite H 
San Diego, CA 92109 
(800) 875-1052. 
Light & Motion Indu 
300 Canery Row 
Menterey, CA 93940 
(408) 645-1525 

(408) 375-2517 (fax) 
E-mail swe giooamntern rah com 

Web site http://www.hmindustries.com 





tries, Inc. 











= Vers (fax) 






E-mail: ¢ ale@que: Pon0rts, com 
Sea & Sea Underwater Photography 
(800) SEA-7977 
(760) 929-1909 (USA) 
(760) 929-0098 (fax) 
consumer/camcorder/digital.html 












WHO SHOULD USE DIGITAL? If you want 
high quality acquisition footage for com- 
mercial use, digital is the way to go. Digital 
camcorders record about 500 lines of reso- 
lution, are expensive and can be copied to 
any other format for editing and duplica- 
tion. Even if the end product will be a VHS 








nu di+branch (noo’da brank). n. 
1. any shell-less marine gastropod . 


mollusk of the suborder Nudibranchia. 
2. Surface wear for a nu millennium. 


1888-240-NUDI 


Ask for it at preferred dive 
affiliates around the world 


Good looking stuff for you to put on when you get out. 


GOING TO 
BONAIRE? 


Cu us now and 
receive our free 
guide to planning 
your Bonaire 
vacation! 
Includes planning 
tips, lodging 
descriptions, 
discount travel 
information and 


package 
prices along 
with new 


lodging and 


ADVENTURES diving options! 


CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 


800-748-8733 


601-353-7547 FAX: 601-353-7559 
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Dy Kava Yue ANGI 
and see it ALL! 


Sams Dive Tours invites you — 
to discover the underwater — 
riches of Palau. 


Sams personalized service 
featuring diving, land and 
kayak tours. Over a dozen 
WWI wrecks, Manta Rays, 
sharks, soft corals and Palaus 
famous drop-offs. 


© SD/AD 1997 


Your satisfaction is our ultimate concern. 


Call Reef & Rainforest 


to plan your complete 
: Palau Package. 


VM 0. Box 428 .__ 
Koror, Palau 96940 : 
PADI DIVE CENTER : 800-794-9RNR [9767] 
Tel: 011 (680) 488- 1062 Fax: (415) 289-1763 


Fax: 011 (680) 488-5003 : http:/Awww.reefrainfrst.com 
E-mail: samstour@palaunet.com : : E-mail : mnrtravel@aol. 
WWieh* wwunaigahistours com -mail ; rnrtravel@aol.com 
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siyel LAND 


“Bill, Nowdla, and the staff at Bimini 
Undersea made the vacation 

_ for me... It's people 

_ {like them) that | ~ 
make this 
suchan 

— enjoyable sport.” 

_ -Annette Wilson, Larkspur, CA. 





Inthe Batamas 


Explore reefs, wrecks, and experleéf 
swimming with Bimini’s wild dolphins. 


3 days/2 nights from $219.00 


8 days/7 nights from $752.0 


Bill & KEEFE 


ot 





In Bimini: 


242-347-3089 = fax 242-347-3079 


PO. Box 693515, Miami, FL. 33269 
www.biminiundersea.com 


ndersea 


1-800-348-4644 &. 


305-653-5572 = 305-652-9148 Fax 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 
Tel: 954-929-0090 © Fax: 954-922-7478 
E-mail: bahia@ gate.net 
http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 


Bahia Tours 800-443-0717 
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CAYMAN BRAC ESCAPE! 


New, deluxe 2 bedroom villas on 
secluded palm-shaded, white sand beach. 
Restaurant, top-rated dive shop, complete 

villa/dive packages from $655/week. 
The Caribbean’s best diving 
just steps irom ‘your door! 





















Dive, Hike, Bike, 
Explore, Relax. 








_ ALMOND BEACH AYS 
| Free Brochure, 1-800-972-9795 © pppoe cise! tery com | 
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Only Fools 
Stretch 
the Rules 












RECYCLED DIVE GEAR 
/ae USED SCUBA EQUIPMENT 











ay Dry Suits, Regs, BC’s, Commercial 
ve ae Gear, Camera/Video, and More! 
Money Back Guarantee 





DISCOUNT DIVERS SUPPLY Seattle, WA 
On Line Catalog: www.discountdivers.com 


Call us at (206) 298-6998 ©osp/aD 1997 






Pristine wall diving only minutes off our golden shores... 


CcRANID TURK Turks & CAICOS ISLANDS 


E-Mail GTHotels@ caribsurf.com 
Fan ce wie 2668 


5 5 2 fax (649) 946-1128 
eats we paste cannenn. com 
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http://www. oT com/~reetnet/G Turk Ei@canitsurt com 
Dlue Water Divers 


small groups / personal service 
over 15 years local experience 
fax 809-946-2432 


Salt Raker Inn 


Grand Turk’s most hospitable hotel 
Ol Vela le Rotate lace iuinanaatere(aaakeelalvcial(aalers 
Beachfront accommodations 
PH 809-946-2260 fax 809-946-2817 


> 





http://www.microplan.com/b101000.htp 
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VIDEO COURSE 


copy, the better the image quality on the 
acquisition tape, the better the image qual- 
ity of the edited copy. Digital is for profes- 
sionals, aspiring professionals and rich 
amateurs. 

For computer editing, digital images can 
be downloaded directly into a computer. 
The editing can be computerized rather 
than from tape to tape. Thus, the edit mas- 
ter is of the highest possible quality. 

You won't see all the increased picture 
quality if you connect your digital camera 
toa TV set with an RCA cord for playback. 
This is because the RCA cord only passes 
about 240 lines of resolution to a TV set. If 
you use an S-video cord and TV input, 
youll see about 400 lines of resolution. You 
would need a digital connection and a TV 
set that could show 500 lines of resolution. 

Don’t let the limitations of your present 
VCR or TV keep you from switching from 
analog to digital. Your next VCR may be 
digital and your next TV may have a digital 
input. 

THREE CHIPS OR ONE? Unless the manu- 
facturer states otherwise, camcorders have 
one CCD chip, which must handle all the 
colors in the video image. Some cam- 
corders have three chips; one for each of 
the primary colors. 

Any camcorder needs a minimum 
amount of light to record pleasing images. 
In bright conditions, a three chip cam- 
corder (either digital or analog) records 
images and colors more accurately than a 
one chip camcorder. In dim light, however, 
one chip camcorders often record better 
images because the single chip sees all the 
light passing through the lens. (A three chip 
camcorder has a prism that divides the light — 
among the three chips. Each chip may see 
only one-third of the total light. Thus, in 
dim light, picture quality suffers.) Lastly, 
I’ve seen dropouts (those little white glitch- 
es) in 8mm and Hi-8 playback but I’ve nev- 
er seen a dropout on digital tape. = 











FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES IN THIS ISSUE, USE THIS 
READER SERVICE CARD! 
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SEND 
LITERATURE 
TO: 
STREET 
CITY 
STATE ZIP 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
1. Do you own a dive watch? 
(01) Cy Yes (02) (J No 


2. Where did you purchase your dive watch? 
(03) (Jj Dive Shop 
(04) Lj Jewelry Store 
(05) [_j Department Store 
3. How much did you pay for your dive watch? 
(06) J Less than $100 
(07) J $100-$299 
(08) Jj $300-$499 
(09) J Over $500 
4, What brand is your dive watch? 
(10) LJ Casio (11) LJ Citizen 
(12) (J Seiko (13) LJ TagHeuer (14) _j Other 
5. How many dive watches do you own? 
(15) Lj One (16) LJ Two 
(17) LJ Three (18) LJ Four or more 
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Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


QUESTIONNAIRE | 


1. Do you own a dive watch? 
(01) LJ Yes (02) LJ No 
2. Where did you purchase your dive watch? 
(03) [_j Dive Shop 
(04) {_j Jewelry Store 
(05) (_} Department Store 
3. How much did you pay for your dive watch? 
(06) J Less than $100 
(07) (J $100-$299 
(08) 1) $300-$499 
(09) (J Over $500 
4. What brand is your dive watch? 
(10) J Casio (11) Lj Citizen 
(12) J Seiko (13) LJ Tag Heuer (14) (J Other 
5. How many dive watches do you own? 
(15) LJ One (16) (J Two 
(17) Lj Three (18) LJ Four or more 
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P.O. BOX 5467 
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P.O, BOX 5467 
Pittsfield, MA 01203-5467 








SUPER COURSE, 
SUPER COACH 
(Continued from Page 91) 


derful staff presents the material just as she 
would, and sometimes even the jokes are 
the same. Cathy wants every visitor to have 
the best time possible. If you miss a dive 
and can’t use your rented camera, there is 
never a charge. Cathy’s attitude is it’s bad 
enough you couldn't dive, you shouldn’t 
lose money on an unused camera rental, 
too. 

Cathy is also available many weeks of 
the year for private instruction for begin- 
ners or for more advanced instruction. 
This popular format allows you to set 
your own pace and can include shore 
dives, boat dives or private charter. 

The Photo Centre offers virtually every 
service a photographer needs. Fast, reli- 
able repairs are available every day for 
Nikonos V cameras and lenses. They offer 
thorough testing and maintain a com- 
plete stock of Nikonos parts. Make an ap- 
pointment to have your camera over- 
hauled before arrival or before you go 
home. Cathy’s first rate E-6 lab uses care- 
ful monitoring techniques to maintain 
consistent high quality color slide film 
processing every day of the week. And 
there is a complete line of Nikonos, Sea & 
Sea, Ultralight strobe arms, extension 





AQUATICA 


een 


ESS 






4° AMPHIBICO 


HELIX 


310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 ¢ 800/33-HELIX © FAX: 312/421-2804 © http: //www.mastermall.com/helix © email: helix4uw@aol.com 





MAKE A DATE WITH 
CATHY AND HERB 


LIVE-ABOARD EXCURSIONS: If you 
want to travel to the South Pacific, join 
Cathy and Herb for trips to the Solo- 
mon Islands on the Bilikiki, May 5 to 16 
and August 4 to 15, 1998; April 13 to 24, 
April 27 to May 8 and August 3 to 14, 
1999. Trips to Fiji take place on the new 
Fiji Aggressor, May 17 to 27, 1998; Palau 
on the Palau Aggressor II, pine 9 to se 
1999; Chuuk on the Truk Agg 
M ee 19 to 29, 1999; and hecest New N 
G n Mike Ball’s new Paradise 
Sport, October 1 to 11 and October 15 
to 25, 1999. (Call Cathy for the Cathy 
Church Bulletin, a 12 page brochure de- 
scribing all of these trips in detail.) 

SUPER Courses: Dates for 1998 are 
June 13 to 21, June 27 to July 5 (a special 
repeat student only course with more 
individual help and fewer lectures), July 
11 to 19, August 29 to September 6 and 
September 12 to 20. (Call Cathy fora 
brochure describing the 1998 courses.) 




















tubes, film, batteries, Sekonic light meters 
and even RS teleconverters for sale. 

Cathy is rarely overly serious. When 
asked about the fake foot protruding from 
the camera cabinet, Cathy replies that it is 
just there to keep a smile on your face. 


YOUR UNDERWATER PHOTO AND VIDEO SOURCE! 
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CAMERA 
& VIDEO 





CATHY CHURCH 
COLLECTION 


As you take the stairway to either of her 
galleries, there is no warning just how 
beautiful the photographs will be. Her huge 
inventory includes more than 60 images, 
most available in six sizes, in up to 10 differ- 
ent metal or wood frames and a large selec- 
tion of mats. And, she can ship your print 
within the United States at no charge. 

The 11 by 14 to 30 by 40 inch prints are 
handprinted on Fuji super high gloss ma- 
terial by Spectrum Sea Color in Bingham- 
ton, New York. Unlike regular prints, they 
will last virtually forever without fading! 
These breathtaking photos are available at 
affordable prices and much of the collec- 
tion is even available as magnets. Call 
(800) 934-3661 for a color brochure of the 
Cathy Church Collection. (This number is 
for print inquiries and orders only.) 

Please stop in during your next visit to 
Grand Cayman. Cathy, co-author of four 
books and hundreds of magazine articles 
and an underwater photo teacher for more 
than 25 years, still enjoys introducing peo- 
ple to the beauty of the underwater world. 

You can contact Cathy at P.O. Box 479, 
Grand Cayman, BWI]; phone (345) 949- 
7415, fax (345) 949-9770 or e-mail 
brochure requests to cathy@cathy 
church.com. Visit her Web site at www. 
cathychurch.com. = 


SéAcSEA 
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VYINTERNET DIRECTORYY 


Call for information (213) 782-2778 or Fax (213) 782-2556 


wDIVE EQUIPMENT 

BERRY SCUBA 
www.BerryScuba.com 

e-mail: BerryScuba@juno.com 
BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG 
http://www. browniedive.com/dive 
e-mail: brownies@netrunner.net 
CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
www.centralskindivers.com 
e-mail: go53scuba@aol.com 


DEEP-SIX UNDERWATER SYSTEMS, INC. 


http://members.aol.com/dsusdive 
e-mail: dsusdive@aol.com 
DIVE-ALERT BY IDEATIONS 
http://www.aquaholic.com/divealert 
e-mail: divealert@juno.com 
DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY & DIVE TRAVEL 
http://divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@jaxnet.com 


FUJI ULTRASONIC ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


http://www.orange.or.jp/~fuji-us/ 
e-mail: fuji-g@orange.ne.jp 
JWA/SCUBAPRO 
http://www.jwa.com 

OCEANIC http://www.oceanicusa.com 
PIONEER RESEARCH 
www.pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 
SCUBA DEPOT CATALOG SALES 
http://www.scubacatalog.com 
e-mail: SDComments@aol.com 
U.S. DIVERS 
http://www.usdivers.com 

e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers 
wWMISCELLANEOUS 

ASIAN DIVER MAGAZINE 
http://www.asiandiver.com 

e-mail: info@asiandiver.com 
MARINE LIFE LEARNING CENTER 
http://www.fishid.com 

SEA-D PUBLISHING 
http://www.sea-d.com 

e-mail daved@candw.ky 
wPHOTO 


WIRAVEL 


- AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
_ http://www.aggressor.com or 
- e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


- ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT/BAHIA TOURS 
~ http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 


- e-mail: bahia@gate.net 
BAJA QUEST 
e-mail: bajaqust@balandra.ugbcs.mx 
BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 


http://www. interknowledge.com/bahamas 


BAHIA TOURS 


http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 
http://www.dive-baskin.com 
e-mail: baskindive@aol.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

_ http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 


_ BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm 


- e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
_ BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


~ http://www.twofin.com//twofin/bua.htm. 


- biminua@web2000.net 


- BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
~ http://www.cayman.org/bobsotos/ 
- e-mail bobsotos@candw.ky 


- BORNEO DIVERS and SEA SPORTS (Sabah) Sdn Bhd 


~ http://www. jaring.my/bdivers 

— e-mail: bdivers@po.jaring.my 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 

- http:/Awww.brac-caribbean.com 

_ e-mail: info@brac-caribbean.com 

- BRAC REEF 

~ http://www. braclittle.com 

- e-mail: refz79@prodigy.com 

- BUBBLES GALORE * BARBADOS 

- e-mail: Bubbles@Caribsurf.com 


_ CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS, INC. 


- www.caradonna.com 

- e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 
~ CAYMAN AIRWAYS 

_ http://caymanairways.com 

. e-mail: CaymanAir@aol.com 

: CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GALLERIES © http:/Avww.caymandiver.ky/. 


http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 


DIVING AND ARTISTIC MONSTER U/W PHOTOS 


http://www.art-dive-pict.com 
e-mail: art-dive-pict@tic.ch 

HELIX LIMITED 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 
e-mail: helixuw@aol.com 
LIBURDI’S SCUBA CENTER 
http://www.liburdisscuba.com 
e-mail: lscme@ix.netcom.com 
OCEANS BOOKSTORE & GALLERY 
http://www. primenet.com/~oceans/ 
e-mail: oceans@primenet.com 
QUEST VIDEO HOUSINGS 
http://www.questsports.com 
e-mail: dale@questsports.com 
RON’S MARKET LTD./UW VIDEO 
e-mail: ronsmkt@aol.com 
WIRAINING/CERTIFICATION 
ANDI http://www.andihg.com 
e-mail: ANDIHQ@aol.com 

IANTD http://Awww.iantd.com 
e-mail: iantdhq@ix.netcom.com 
NASDS http://www.divesafe.com 
e-mail: nasds@netten.net 

NASE http://www.nasescuba.com 
e-mail: nasescuba@msn.com 
NAUI http://www.naui.org 

e-mail: nauimikew@earthlink.com 
PADI http://www.padi.com 

SCUBA EMPORIUM 
http://www.scubaemporium.com 
e-mail: scubapat@scubaemporium.com 
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_ e-mail: dfoster@caymandiver.ky 

- CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
_ http://www.caymandivelodge.com 

~ e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

: CONCH REPUBLIC DIVERS * FL KEYS 
~ http://conchrepublicdivers.com 

- e-mail: ckandtom@fla.net 


~ CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA AIRLINES & TOURS 


_ http://www.destmic.com 

- CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 

~ http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 

~ e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 
CRYSTAL DIVERS * FliJl 
http://www.crystaldivers.com 
e-mail: crystaldivers@is.com.fj 


DIGITAL COAST - CD-ROM Florida Keys 


www.astro-networks.com 
e-mail: astro@astro-networks.com 


DIVE CLEARWATER’S CHARTER BOATS 


http://www.charternet.com 
e-mail: diveclw@atlantic.net 
DIVE PROVO 
http://www.diveprovo.com 

- e-mail: diveprovo@netrunner.net 
DIVE GUIDE INTERNATIONAL 
http://www.diveguideint.com 
e-mail: info@diveguideint.com 
THE DIVE SHOP LTD. * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/dive_shop/ 
e-mail: hardive@caribnet.net 
DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
http://www. DiversDiscount.com 
e-mail: info@DiversDiscount.com 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 


- e-mail: dvrsunlmtd@aol.com 


DIVI RESORT 
http://www.diviresort.com 


_ DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 


http://www.donfosters.com 


~ e-mail: maduro@netpoint.net 


~ ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADV * MAUI 
- WWW.mauiscuba.com 


e-mail: robinson@maui.net 


_ EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 


e-mail: endenrock@candw.ky 
EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS * COSTA RICA 


http://costarica.tourism.co.cr/hotels/ocotal/ocotal.htm - 


e-mail: elocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 

e-mail: PADO@SUNBEACH.NET 
FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 
http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 
FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: sub_aqua@ga.pro.ec 


_ HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 


http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
INTO THE BLUE 

http://www. intotheblue.com 
e-mail: cvdt@aol.com 

ISLAND DREAMS 

http://www. islandream.com 
e-mail: info@islandream.com 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT — 


http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

KONA COAST DIVERS H HAWAII 
http://www.hawaiiscuba.com 
e-mail: divekona@ilkona.net 
LAHAINA DIVERS INC. 
http://www .lahainadivers.com 
e-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 
LANDFALL PRODUCTIONS 
http://www.ecotravel.com/landfall 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

LITTLE CAYMAN RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 
e-mail: refz79@prodigy.com 
MAYA TOURS 
http://mayatour.com 

e-mail: info@mayatour.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP * HAWAII 
http://mauidiveshop.com 

e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
MICRONESIA * KOSRAE VILLAGE RESORT 


_ http://www.KosraeVillage.com 


e-mail: KosraeVillage@mail.fm 


MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
http://www.mikeball.com 

e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 

MORRITT’S TORTUGA CLUB & RESORT 
http://www. morritt.com 

e-mail: morritt@morritt.com 


_ NAPA CRUISES FiJI 


http://www.naia.com. fj 
e-mail: naia@is.com. fj 


NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 


_ http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.gate.net/~nekton 


_ e-mail: nekton@gate.net 


OCEAN HUNTER 
http://www.oceanhunter.com 


- e-mail: Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com 


_ PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY 
~ http://www. visit-palau.com 


e-mail: pya@palaunet.com 


PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 


~ http://www.tntgroup.com/dive/index.html 
- e-mail: PBR@Hondurashn.com 

~ PARADISE DIVE ONLINE CATALOG 

~ http://www. paradisedive.com 

- e-mail: ParaDive@aol.com 

- PARROTS LANDING 

- http:/Awww.parrotslanding.com 

~ e-mail: splash@parrotslanding.com 

_ PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 

~ http://www.peterhughes.com 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


~ RED SAIL SPORTS 


http://www. redsail.com or 


- e-mail: info@redsail.com 


: REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
~— http://www. reefrainfrst.com 


e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 


_ REEF EXPLORER EXOTIC DIVE ADVENTURES 


http://www.ozemail.com.au/~reefies 
e-mail: reefies@ozemail.com.au 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


- RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 
~ e-mail: rupel@BTL.net 


~ SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
_ http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 


- SEAEYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK, T&C 
_ http://www. interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk 


Cl@caribsurf.com 


_ SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
 http://www.seafever.com 


e-mail: seafever@safari.net 


_ SEAIMAGES/CARL ROESSLER 
: http://www.divexprt.com 


~ e-mail: divexprt@ix.netcom.com/ 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 


3 http://www.SouthernCrossClub.com 
- e-mail: relax@SouthernCrossClub.com 
- STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
~ http:/Avww.stuartcove.com 
e-mail: scove1045@aol.com 

_ SUNSET HOUSE 

_ http://sunsethouse.com 

_ e-mail:phototours@aol.com 

_ TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 

~ http://deepedge.com/T|Divers 

~ e-mail: tidivers@netrunner.net 

: TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 

~ www.DIVETROPICAL.com 

- e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 

- TROPICAL DIVE ENTERPRISES 

_ http:/Avww.Princessll.com 

~ €-mail: Princess!I@juno.com 

- TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 

~ http://tropical.scubamaster.com 

~ e-mail: diver@neosoft.com 


_ UNDERWATER BARBADOS 


http://www.ndl.net/~uwb 


~ e-mail: Myoung@ns.ndl.net 


UNEXSO http://www.unexso.com 
VILLAS OF THE GALLEON 


- http://www.mjwebworks.com/webworks/lfa 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


~ http:/Awww.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
- Or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


, WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE * BARBADOS 


http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 
e-mail: putnam@sunbeach.net 


WHITETIP DIVERS * PHILIPPINES 
http://www.umall.com/whitetip/ 


~ e-mail: whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 


_ XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
_ http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
- ore-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


_ YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 


http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 














BEFORE investing $$$ into a dive vacation 
invest in THE HENNESSEY GUIDE 


¢ 150 live-aboards worldwide 

e Pictures, maps, itineraries 

e Dive areas, climates & health info 

¢ Nitrox, rebreather capabilities! 
Check your dive shop or direct order 

S 800.664.2206 © 781.647.2206 

No fax: 781.647.1596 © email: henne98@aol.com 
























Sign THIRD COAST DIVERS OUTLET 
Lancuase [a introduces new video 
waaee = SIGN LANGUAGE FOR DIVERS” 


For Learn how to communicate in and out of the 


Divers $19.50, splendors of the deep 
70 MINUTE - FULL VIDEO INSTRUCTIONS 
CALL 1-888-255-DIVE 


nie AXIO S4E- 1180 os 
ealer & agency inquiries welcomed. (mead 
eeneens All major credit cards accepted 


DIVE YOUR WAY TO SUCCESS 


The world’s greatest recreational career guide for divers. 
Every Diver will want this 1st class publication! Jobs, 
Money, Travel, Marketing, etc. Special offer 25% Off! 
Only $16.95 U.S. plus $3.00 shipping. 
VISA/MasterCard accepted or send money order made 
payable to “Executive Select Marketing Ltd.” P.O. Box 534, 
Whangaparaoa, Auckland 1463, New Zealand. 
Tel/Fax 011 649-424-4029+ email: dive@ihug.co.nz 


pivecr Grand Cayman 
The premier interactive, edutainment dive 
CDon Grand Cayman, Multimedia rich, 
with over 30 minutes of high quality dive . 
movies in thousands of colors, compli- 
mented by music and narration. 


Dive Tarpon es , Stingray City, East 
End Walls, Reefs and Wrecks. 
Includes 200+ photo gallery and complete dive operation, 
lodging, restaurant, fishing and travel sections. 


Macintosh, Windows 95 & 3.1. 
Only $29.95 (plus $3 S&H) 


VISA/MC Direct Orders Call 800-243-1515 x650 
SHOOT TO THRILL, INC. 


BOOK OF THE MONTH 


BASIC DECOMPRESSION 
THEORY AND APPLICATION 


Critical issues discussed with technical exper- 
tise and clarity. Tables, meter validity, cross- 
correlations and the assumptions underlying 

decompression theory. 


BK #D350 $19.95 plusP&H 


FP BEST PUBLISHING COMPANY 
800.468.1055 oR 520.527.1055 








internet Demo: aan areas 


DAN TAG: |) $62 


Information 
iS Satety 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTO BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


America's Diving Headquarters 


Best *Prices ‘Equipment -Warranty :Service -Guaranteed 
World's largest Diving Dealer! 
FREE 56 page color catalog 
ra }-S00- 999- DIVE(3483) 


Visit ne Website at: 
























alancar Industries’ DAN Tag isa 
personalized emergency medical 
information sheet for DAN mem- 
bers. This clever and simple device 
contains all the information an EMT or 
other medical technician would need to 
know if you required emer- 
gency medical service. This 
allows them to make S| | SRE 
quick, on the 
spot medical 
decisions 
that could 
mean the dif- 
ference be- 
tween life or 
death. ‘ 
The personal infor- 
mation sheet is en- 
cased ina colorful, 
high impact plastic 
shell that is nega- 
tively buoyant and wa- ~ 
terproof. The DAN Tag is at- 
tached to your BC via a carabiner-style 
clip. It requires no maintenance, just at- 
tach and dive. 
One side of your 2% by 3 inch DAN Tag 
includes your social 
security number, 
| date of birth, blood 
| type, drug/medica- 
tion allergies, name 
and phone num- 
bers for primary or 
personal physician, 
name, relationship 
and phone numbers for 
emergency contact, and 
your health insurance 
information. The 
other side shows 
your name, DAN 
number and the DAN 
hotline number. 











Lycra Body Suits 
Starting at $39.95 


Polartec Suits 
Starting at $149.95 






Citizen Watches 


The Dan Tag is only $7.95. Not a bad 
price to pay for something that could 
mean the difference between life and “Te Fe 
death. For information, call (919) 684- Rupe —_. 
2948, = 


level rg 


circle #112 on Reader Service Card 








OVERSEAS DIVERS DIRECTORY 





Rates $510 for 6 consecutive ads, $792 for a full year. Add $83 
for 1st line bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY via bank 
draft or international money in U.S. funds. DEADLINE: 28th of 


3rd month prior to issue date. Send copy and payment to 
Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 or call (213) 782-2245. 





AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES 800-443-0799 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $595 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
avail. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 082 960 80 56 
HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. On Kenya Coast experience 
real Africa above and below the water. Call for prices & 
customized itineraries E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 


MANTA REEF CAMP - KISIWANILIVE-ABOARD 800-909-7697 


Experience East Africa’s very best Fax 206-441-5431 
diving from land-based or live-aboard. Complete safaris. 
Discounted airfares dive@divetropical.com 


Mae 












DOCKYARD DIVERS 809-460-1178 Fax 809-460-1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites 
ile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 








Ph. 011-2978-31228 
Fax 011-2978-32655 


PADI INT’L Dive Center, 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 


Complete watersports activities. 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA 


800 255-6425 
Aruba has the best Wreck Diving in the Caribbean! 

40’ & 48’ dive boats. 2 & 1-tank, night dives, instruction. 

ank dive package $125. Hotel pick-up with package. 






AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $1475-$2750. 
Family or small group charters available. Dive with the “Original 
Specialists.” E: abav@AdventureExpress.com fax 415 442-0289 
AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Dive “off the Beaten Path”--Minke Whales/Coral Sea/ 

Far North GBR. 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $1300-2995 


Owner operated. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com/415-442-0799 


PRO DIVE CAIRNS 

3-Day 2-Night Live Aboard and 1-Day Cruises 
to the Outer Great Barrier Reef also Cod Hole 
and Coral Sea Safaris fax 61740519955 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 61 70 40518722 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-40312739 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large Live-board TAKA Il, A/C.“The Friendly Alternative” 

TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 = Australia’s Great Barrier 
Reef and Coral Sea. Day trips, nitrox diving, liveaboard 
charters and accommodated packages. Fax: 61-7-40315221, 
E-mail: tusa@c130.aone.net.au, http://www.tusadive.com 


61740315255 
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SEASCAPE INN 242-369-0342 
Mangrove Cay, Andros-Five Cabanas, restaurant 

and dive shop on the beach. Moments from the 

Andros Barrier Reef and the Tongue of the Ocean. 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 


Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel 
PM. Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, 


night. All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 


XANADU UNDERSEA ADV, GRAND BAHAMA _ 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed/reet/wreck/night dives. ONLY NITROX 
facility in Grand Bahama  Pkgs * E-maiL: divexua@batelnet.bs 
242-352-381 1 fax 242-352-4731 





DIVEBOATSAFARI PH(246)427-4350 FX 436-8946 (800)513-5824 
Resort courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referral cert courses. 
Packages avail Special Group Rates upon request. 


Lowest prices/Island Bdos Hilton Needhams PT P.O. Box 510 


DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS 246-432-0931 PH/FX 
Small Groups, Personalized Service, Fast, comfortable 32 ft 
boat PADI Resort member. “The caring professionals” 
www.gti.net/hightide hightide@sunbeach.net 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. 

Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.1. Fax: (246) 435-8214 
DIVE WEST SIDESCUBACENTRE — TEL/FAX 246-432-2558 
Resort courses, all levels of PADI instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 






AMIGOS DELMAR ~~ Ph 011 501262706 FAX 501-26-2648 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 


packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 


FREE DIVING IN BELIZE LIMITED OFFER CALL NOW 
5 days diving free when you book direct with Gaz Cooper’s 
DIVE BELIZE call for full info 800-499-3002 or 954-351-8861. 
E-mail divebelize@netrunner.net. 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 


CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT 800-447-2931 Fx 218-847-0334 


21 beachfront, thatch-roofed casitas, freshwater pool, sand- 
floored bar, PADI dive instructor, discount air. 

E-mail: information@captainmorgans.com 

OCEANFRONT BEACH HOUSE 

3 A/C bedr., 2 baths, full equip. cable, TV, privacy; cheapest 
spot in Karlendyk; call Ina Faber 011-5997-8364 

Fax 011-5997-5510 (Max. 8 persons). 


JAGUAR REEF LODGE, Belize. The ULTIMATE adventure 


travel experience! Barrier Reef diving and Jungle tours. 

Call 800-909-7697 for complete information. 

Fax 206-441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
MANTA RESORT—GLOVERS ATOLL 1-800-326-1724 
12 acre private island resort on southern most atoll. 

Virgin wall diving. Fantastic food. White sand-warm sea. 

Ph. 310-937-6468 Fax 310-937-6473 





SCUBA & SEA KAYAK ON GLOVER’S REEF ATOLL 800-390-5715 
Slickrock Adventures: Dive, paddle, windsurf, feast on 
seafood at our private island. Special summer rates. 

Web: www.slickrock.com, E-mail: slickrock@slickrock.com 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX www.teleport.com/~belize 
Intro-nitrox certs. Over water cabanas. Top quality food & diving, 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. Belize: 501- 
212121 (e-mail: aw2trav2wbz@aol.com) 800-678-6871 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. 

Please call for details. http://www.tflats.com 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call 
International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 





FANTASEA DIVING & SNORKELING 1-888-D0-A-DIVE PH 441-236-6339 
Darrell's Wharf Harbour Rd. Paget PG01. NAUI affiliated & Bermuda’s 
PADI 5 Star Dive Center, accommodations/dive pkgs, wreck dives 
Our Specialty. Certification & referral. Fax 441-236-8926 
NAUTILUS DIVING  PH441-295-9485 FAX 441-234-5180 
Bermuda’s only two centrally located PADI 5 Star IDC centers. Wreck 
& reef dives daily, with wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. 

Pkgs available. E-mail nautilus@ibl.om or www.bermuda.bm/nautilus 


INN Bkdurgon@Bonairenet.com 800-526-2370 
Box 200 Bonaire N.A Fax direct to Al Catalfumo 011-5997-8846 
A truly unique owner operated small resort/apartments. 
Excellent Diving & Snorkeling. The reef is our backyard. 

BON BINI DIVERS/LIGHTHOUSE BEACH RESORT 508-399-7363 
Beachfront 2 bdr 3 bath deluxe townhome, pool, A/C, cable, 
minutes from our PADI 5-star facility, inst, service, boats, 
shore, snorkel program. Complete pkgs (w auto) w/ call. 
BONAIRE RENTALS 800-880-6434 
New Waterfront Townhouses at Lighthouse Beach Resort. Each 2 or 
3 bedroom home has 3 baths and a private beach & pool.154 charted 
dive sites. 5 minutes from town. $1000. per week 4-6 people. 

HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES 011-599-7-8405 Fx 011-599 -7-8605 
P.O. Box 216. Spacious clean quiet 1,2,3 a/c bdr bung cable TV 
full kthcn. Hot shower, pvt garden BBQ, afford rates, car rental & 
dive pkgs avail. Call Gary for brochure. 610-459-8100 ext 204. 
OCEANFRONT BEACH HOUSE 

3 A/C bedr., 2 baths, full equip. Cable TV, privacy; cheapest 
spot in Karalendyk; call Ina Faber 011-5997-8364 

Fax 011-5997-5510 (Max. 8 persons) 

SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 

Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come and 
enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 

TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 





Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique diving experiences: photos, 
marine creatures, much more. http://touchthesea.com 
(Closed July thru October). 


Reservations recommended. 
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BLUE WATER DIVERS 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 
Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISES 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853 
Luxury sail yacht 2-12 guests, 1st class relaxation for divers 
companions-families. Great cuisine, fine wines all included. 
Man watertoys http://www.yachtpromenade.com 


ANDS 


809/494-2847 






ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 1-800-972-9775! 
The Caribbean's best diving, unspoiled Cayman Brac! Deluxe, 
beachfront 2-3 Bdr homes for rent. $900-$1,150 week. Discount 
divepkgs. Fax 541-426-4863. www.almondbeach.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-888-633-7474 
Winter price buster diving packages. from only $599 for 5 
Nights including Air-Land-Dive. Full 2-tank, Night and 
Unlimited Shore Diving at Treasure Island Resort. 

CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME PH 203-866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm 2 bath prvt home $675wk. $120/day. 
Snki/dive off your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just 
relax & enjoy. Fully furn. Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. Avail. 
CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY PH 970-226-5489 
Oceanfront fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$70 -$200/day. Air, car & dive pkg. avail. Divers Heaven. 


Reference. Fax 970-282-0969 AP-USA.com/getaway 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 

Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 10 rm. 
dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
800-TLC-DIVE. http://divelodge.com 

DON FOSTERS DIVE CAYMAN 1-800-83-DIVER 
New Holiday Inn Hq. Great pkg. rates, group discounts, 
watersports, retail & photo center. Call for monthly specials. 
Tel. 972-722-2535 Fx (305) 438-4220 


DIVE LA ESPERANZA CAYMAN BRAC FX 3459480525 ph. 531 


Ocean side homes & apts w/ full kitchens A/C, TV, W&D. Private white 
sand beach. Free Brochures $70 & $90 pd, pc summer $110 & 155 
pd, pc. Winter we dive w/ Brac Aquatics Free airport pickup & d-off. 


Lloyds Grand Cayman -—7 Mile Beach - Exp world-class diving while 


staying at convenient oceanfront 2 bdr/bath condos. Sleeps 6. 
Ground-floor, A/C, Tennis, Pool, maid service, DIVE BOAT PICKUP. 


Call Glenda Lloyd-Owner, 800/370-0682 or fax to 561-467-2533. 


OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 800-544-6576 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, free pick-ups. Advanced diving & photo. Secluded 


Beach Villas 1-7 bedrooms. http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 


PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 345 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.I. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. New pool/spa. All inclusive packages. 

New dive boat/nitrox Direct booking FAX 345 948-1011 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN 800-255-6425 
6 dive boats, 3 dive & watersports centers. 

Daily 2 & 1-tank dives, night dives. Courses available. 

Wide variety of hotel & condo. packages. 

SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB 800-899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, all beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
Barefoot charm, freshwater pool, dock on property, Nitrox 
www.southerncrossclub.com International: (619) 563-0017 





AQUAVENTURAS PADI FACILITY & ECOVENTURES 800-367-5960 
Small dive groups. U/W photo svc. E-6 proc. Whale sharks, 
turtles, rays, etc. Rainforest trips. Whitewater rafting, birding, 
active volcanos, wind surfing, w/air packages. 

BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 800-779-0055 
Since 1976. World class diving PAD! Resort/IANTD-NITROX 7 
day/6 nt/5 dive pkg.From $463 pp/dbl. US fax: 954-351-9740. 
E-mail: billbeards@netrunner.net www.diving-safaris.com 
EL OCOTAL RESORT 800-909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount 
airfare/land/packages. dive@divetropical.com 








EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-525-3833 
Costa Rica’s premier dive resort. Prolific pelagics, year-round 
diving. Info El Ocotal Diving P.O. Box 025216 Miami FL 33102- 
5216. Fax 506-670-0083 E-mail ocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr 
COSTA RICA TIO SPORTS 800-246-6226 
Boat-dive Guanacaste area & at her places in Costa Rica. 
Sharks, mantas, sm gps. Also jungle/river tours avail. 
www.tiosports.com e-mail: go@tiosports.com fx 310-379-0876 
RESORT DIVERS de COSTA RICA 1.800.392.6292 
Dive Gulf of Papagayo, Catalina & Bat Islands. Friendly service. 
B&B to luxury resorts. 7nts/5 dive days from $468 pp. 

Tours too! www.mayatour.com info@mayatour.com 


& 





CARIBBEAN APARTMENTS 1-800-238-2140 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top dive 
sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/ Underwater 
Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 
LIONS DIVE HOTEL & UNDERWATER CURACAO. Bapor Kibra 
2/n tel. 599-94618100 fax 539-94618200. Full sve PADI 5* IDC 
Dive Center. entrance Nat. underwater park. 38’ 40’ dive boats, 
dive pkg./grp rates avail. Direct booking. E-mail Lionsdiv@ibm.net 
Princess Divers/Princess Beach 800/9DANCER or 800/992-2015 
Princess Divers, on the ground of Crowne Plaza Princess 
Beach Resort & Casino, is a PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes Facility. 
Dive pkg. & instruction video, photo & more. 


AN REPUBLIC 








NTURE VACATIONS INC. 

Explore this lush, beautiful island and it’s pristine reefs. Dive - Hike - 
Bike - Kayak - Fish - YOU decide. If you can imagine it - we can create 
it. Ph: 767-449-8578, Fx 767-448-1606, E-mail: f'unsuminc@tod.dm 
SAMANA DIVING, “EI Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 
Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 
TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 
of the island-sharks, rays-whale watching. 








DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 
World-class topside and underwater. 
Dive world renowned Somosomo Straits. Complete 


800-909-7697 


air/land/dive packages. dive@divetropical.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FlJl ISLANDS RESORT 

Ph: (800) 264-3454 Fx: (415) 788-0150 http/Avww.jmcfir@aol.com 
The perfect blend of comfort and the services of a world-class 
resort, yet has the warmth and intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 

grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MATANGI ISLAND RESORT 888-MATANGI 
240 acre island resort. Beachfront Bures, gourmet meals, soft 
coral, diving at its best, world class snorkeling and sailing. 
Romantic treehouse for honeymoons www.matangiisland.com 
NAI’A CRUISES FlJl 1-800-903-0272 www.naia@is.com.fj 
Fiji's finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 


trips. email naia@islcom.fj 679-450-282 Fx 679-450-566 


VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 800-828-9146 
16 luxury beachfront villas. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine 
diving conditions. Only Five Star Resort with PADI facility 

instruction. Member Relais Chateaux http://www.vatulele. com 


veer 









AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available. § ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
ADVENTURE DIVING W/GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA Fx 954-351-9740 
Tourist Class: Land based or live aboard. Best value! Full 
scuba gear for hire. Best divemasters dive with you. NAUI, 
PADI Courses, Referrals, Intro diving 1-888-317-6333 
GALAPAGOS—Y ou and 9 other adventures can charter a 
yacht to dive and explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine = US/CAN 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters aboard 
this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 
LA NTURE TRAVEL 





CA. 510-794-1599. 





CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 
Singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34319 
Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg school 


Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672-5861 
Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, facials etc. 
PADI certificate $400-over 25 sites, Bianca C, night dives, 
all-included for certified divers. 


LaSOURCE 


BILLS SCUBA SHACK 1-800-950-DIVE 
2349 S Kihei Road Maui HI 96753 1-800-879-DIVE 
PADI — NITROX Center — IANTD 
Rentals — Retail — Boats — Certifications. 
CAPT. NEMO’S SCUBA SHACK-MAUI 800-367-8088 
3 locations: Lahaina, Kihei, Wailea scubask@aol.com 
PADI 5 Star nitrox & rebreather training, photo dept Maui's 
newest/fastest fleet — Call for FREE BROCHURES 
DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 
Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 
DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, caverns, 
sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, EANX 
training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
robinson@maui.net or call 800# for FREE information package. 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE www.mauiscuba.com 
ECO-ADVENTURES Kona Hawaii800-949-3483/FX 808-329-7091 
Two spacious vessels. Small groups. Fun 2 tank charters. 
Manta, Blue water & Long Range dives. PADI 5 Star IDC & 
ANDI Nitrox. Air/Room/Car/Dive. ecodive@bigisland.com 
FLIPPERS SCUBA kkk www.ecstasea.com 

* Experts at two of the “World Top 12 Shore Dives.” * 

* * Small Groups Only * Always the Best Dives ** 
*& & & 800/578-3992 % 808/638-7946 »* Fax 808/637-8667 * * 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER = 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 
75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; _ 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PADI*% & & & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http://www.konacoastdivers.com NAUI*SSlePADI 5 * IDCeNitrox 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3483 © 808/329-8802 Fax 808/329-5741 
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LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on Maui's largest, most comfortable 
dive boats. Charters, rentals, retail & training (PAD! 5%, IDC, NAUI, SSI) 
at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (www. lahainadivers.com) 
MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at the 
Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 

RED SAIL SPORTS HAWAII 800 255-6425 
Explore lava tunnels, caves & tubes 

38’ dive boat. Two & one-tank dives, night dives. 

Instruction from beginner to expert. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. severns@mauigateway.com 
Relaxed, personal, informative diving for cert. divers & photo- 
graphers. Guided by Hawaii biologist or naturalist. 

SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with 
Oahu’s Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu H| 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 
1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 

PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 

Daily Boat Dives, rentals, sales, service, best prices! 






a 








CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 
Small resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 
boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 years in business. 800-869-7295 
BAY ISLANDS RESERVATIONS 1.800.392.6292 
Best dive resort values for the Bay Islands & Belize. 

All-incl wk from $599. Lo air. Rental cabanas / mansions. 

Maya Tours www.mayatour.com info@mayatour.com 
CASA DE LA PLAYA SANDY BAY ROTAN 

Seaside private houses. 2 Bed modern facility dis. 

Dive scuba/snorkel marine reserve 4/850 week. 
1-800-335-4806/Roatan tel/fax 504-451-016 Dorothy Reid Prop 
NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-566-6143 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 room/ 
6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat full dive 
shop. PADI instructions, packages start at $611 USD/wk 
PLANTATION BCH RESORT AT CAYOS COCHINOS 1-800-628-3723 
Direct Booking Group Special 10 pay $895 pp 4 Come FREE 

13 Pristine Islands Vrgin Beaches, Reefs, Walls, Seamounts. 

10 dbl rooms great food absolutely Best Diving Honduras 

OCEAN DIVERS ROATAN oceandivers@globalnet.hn 
Beach front resort in westend PADI small groups. Adventure 
diving on super fast ocean explorer. 7 nts $460. Look us up at 
http://www.roatonet.com/sunset-inn 504-451005 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 MAYAN 
RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 

ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Mayan ruins and more. 







Se 

IVE DERAWAN-INDONESIAN BORNEO 800-443-0799 
Dive with mantas/turtles in pristine Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 
islands off Indonesia’s Borneo. Week packages from $1130. 
Packages avail w/ air from US fax 415 442-0289 ph 415-442-0799 
Dive The Best of Indonesia Moyo-Komodo-Alor and Beyond 
On MV Baruna Adventurer A Luxury 100 feet Live Aboard 

Bali Dive&Drive Email: baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id 
http://www.comcen.au/~baruna Fax 0062-361-753809 
NUSANTARA DIVING CENTRE, NORTH SULAWESI, MANADO, 
P.O. Box 1015 Tip. +62-431-863988, 860638. Fax +62-431- 
860368, 854668. custom dive tours and courses on remote dive 
spots. Great wall, wrecks & nite dive. Good lodge and meals 
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JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE 
5 Star PADI, Dive pkgs. & Instruction, 3 dives daily, night dives, photo and 
video, personalized service. 4 resort hotels in Montego Bay & Runaway 
Bay. E-mail: webedivin@jamaqua.com http://www.jamaqua.com 


Tel: 876-973-4845/Fax 4875 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 809 957-4425 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PAD! Dive Shop. Beg. lessons dive 
pkg cert., night dive specialists 3 DD/w qualified instructors and 
guides. 800 818-2963 = HTTP:/AWWW.NEGRILJAMAICA.COIWNSG/ 


i i 






8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 
30 years of safety and quality divings. Dive School with big 





NG WITH BORNEO DIVERS 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./in- 
div. pkgs from $2665 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
10 day pkg. e: divd@AdventureExpress.com 800 443-0799 
BORNEO DIVERS 800-909-7697 
Nobody knows Borneo better. 
Contact our US rep for complete 
air/land/dive packages. 





dive@divetropical.com 


LAUGHING BUDDHAADVENTURE TOURS — Ph/Fax 360-293-5486 


Dive Sipadan, hike, Mt. Kinabalu and much more 
in small group with expert guide. 
www.asianadventure.com for photos and itineraries. 


SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 


Borneo's hottest dive destinations combo packages made easy! 
Pristine diving! Great Jungle adventures in Borneo, incl. The Orangutan 
415/256-8890 Fax 415-258-9115 


ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “MADIVARU” 800 443-0799 
HIGH VOLTAGE diving in A/C comfort on 100’ Madivaru 8 dbl 
cabins w/head. 13 nt pkgs incl air from LA $4195. Boat 

only $280 p/nt. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD 800-909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less 

Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 

$300/night. Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 


BAJA 





BAJA EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 800-843-6967 
Live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. from La Paz. 
Professional service since 1974. Fax: 619-581-3311 

E-mail: travel@bajaex.com Web: bajaex.com 


EAST CAPE EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 888-DIVE-BAJA 


Dive in pristine conditions, custom boat, 2 meals a day. 
Beautiful accommodations, package & custom trips avail. 
Adventure Awaits! Fax 707-569-8148 www.divebaja.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES Tel/Fax 011-52-114-30117 
PADI 5-Star/NAUI Pro/SSI/Since 1984. Complete 
watersports centers. 2 exclusive beachfront shop. 

Home page: http://www.sierra-computers.com/~cabo 


CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 


Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! Full 
Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 www.cabovillas.com 


SCU-BAJA DIVING CENTER LA PAZ MEXICO 1-888-886-DIVE 


http://www.sunadv.com ph 213-891-9202 fax 213-624-0545 
Looking for faster boats to dive in El Bajo and sealion’s 
colony? Try our brand new services!! 





SEA OF CORTEZ /LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, suite 
& condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & whale 
sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 

CORTEZ CLUB—BAJA’S BEST AND SAFEST DIVING & ADVENTURE 
Offering 8 daily diving—live-aboard trips, PADI Courses, Whale 
Watching & full range of watersports—fast boats. 
1-888-216-9230 (CA only) fax 112-16123. www.cortezclub.com 


COZUMEL 








AQUAWORLD 888-266-9888 www.aquaworldcozumel.com 
Multi-lingual watersports PADI instruction, beginner, 
divemaster SCUBA and snorkel trips, SubSea Explorer, 
Eco-conscious educational tours aqwssc@cozumel.com.mx 
COZUMEL/AKUMAL BEACHFRONT HOME & CONDO RENTALS 
Fast, flexible trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi-dive 
discounts. 1-11 BR homes. 800/833-5971 FAX: 561/488-9385 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVER http://www.akumal.net 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. Fora  dive@divetropical.com 
wealth of free info./reservations call or 800 909-7697 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS 800-346-9470 
Website http:/Avww.vni.net/~cdg E-mail cdg@cozumel.czm.com.mx 
Two bedroom apartments, three & five bedroom villas with 
a/c, kitchen, maid svc, pool, dive with Dive Paradise 
COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS1-800-291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—1100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. 
AC,Res-Mgr. Custom Dive services. Group rates US owner. 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & 
jeep rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 
SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & PH/FAX 842336 EVE. 
First PADI 5 Star Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, tours. 
Courses referrals. Excomm DVR Military & Police DV instr mgr. 
us dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 


BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS 800-U-GO-DIVE 
Finally open after 40 years, the best in the pacific: High tech 
facilities. Aircraft Carrier Saratoga, Japanese Battleship 
Nagato, Cen Pac Dive Exp Fax 714-851-3111 
FAMED FISH N’ FINS 800-909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true dive@divetropical.com 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORTPH. 691-370-3567 FX 691-370-3568 
Email nautilus@mail.fm Enjoy peace & tranquility dive 

Kosrare “Jewel fo Micronesia” virgin walls & drop-offs. 

To explore custom built boat with full shade cover. 

MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Mantas! Rarely visited dive sites offering magical walls, 
caverns & cannels. mantas, Eagle Rays, sharks, pelagics, 
intact culture. Island visits! Spcl. Dive Packages avail. 

SS THORFINN PH 691-330-3040 FAX 691-330-4253 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s World Renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

E-mail: Seaward@mail.fm http://Awww.thorfin.com 
“OCEAN HUNTER” the only true Liveaboard in Palau 

Only 6 divers aboard, book directly for 7-14 days of unlimited 
diving. P.O. Box 964 Koror, Palau 96940. Tex/Fax: (680) 488-3626 
Fax: (680) 488-1725, E-mail: Ocean. Hunter@palaunet.com 
TRUK STOP HOTEL #$PH691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant, Bar. Private dock. Located on the 
water, less than a mile from the airport, within easy walking 
distance of major stores and dive shops. 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDIRESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish /and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $265p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72'MV FEBRINA 800/443-0799 
9, / or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

PH 800-757-1365 Pin Code 1815 





INANURAN BEACH RESORT Ph/fax 63-912-501-9736 
YOUR PRIVATE ISLAND IN A ROMANTIC PARADISE ...... First Class ac- 
commodations and restaurant. 7 nights full board, 6 days 
Scuba Diving and transfers: US$ 960 p/p all included. 
WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 
Dive the best of the Philippines. We do it all. 

Joncor || Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 
whitetip@mnl sequel.net http://umall.com/whitetip/ 










CARIBE AQUATIC ADV 787-729-2929 FX 787-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902- 
2470. Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAU! & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 23 years experience. 
CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUI PRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 





A PH97276334404 FX 97276333771 
PADI 5% Diving courses at all levels. 36 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast dive boats/live-aboard/shore diving/Sinai Safaris 

3 great locations Eilat, Israel, Taba & Nuweiba Hilton Egypt 
GHAZALA FLEET 800 909-7697 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboars of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 

25 yrs experience. Fax 206-441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
M/Y FORTUNE 

Sailing from Hurghada every Saturday one week live-aboard 
Northern Route $1400. Southern Route $1750. 

Call 1-800-809-0305 
INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAYS DIVE CTR 

Daily dive Sharm & Hurghada from $52.00 2 dives per day Hotels 
avail from $30 p.p.p.o. Live-aboard from $150 p.p.p.d. Int’l flights 
at 30% off published rate. Call Today 1-800-890-8889 

#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class svc. Live- 
aboard Angelina II and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 









CAPTAIN’S QUARTER HOTEL 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, 

reef diving. Package rates w/all dive shops incl. 

Full breakfast & box lunch. http://saba-online.com 
DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
Fax 1-253-851-5467 www.divesaba.com 
One stop shop for individual, group/charter diving. 

Air, rates available to nearby islands as well 

JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA 011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. Dive packages available. 


800-883-SABA 














QUEEN’S GARDENS RESORT 800-599-9407 
Grand opening January 1997 small elegant hotel. 

12 fully equipped suites private jacuzzis pool bar rest. 
Breathtaking view exquisite tropical setting 

SEA SABA DIVE CENTERPh:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 
Http://www.3routes.com/scuba/seasaba.htm! or 800-883- 
SABA. Full service PADI/SSI facility; no crowds on our 38’ 
boats. Combine affordable pkgs w/best variety of dive sites. 





#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. dive@divetropical.com 


Di ay US. Reps di 


800-909-7697 
Fax 206-441-5431 


DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 
ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT 800-443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon & enjoy your very own Tropical Paradise. 
Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from $190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji 
or Solomons. E: divi@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 







KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 869 465-2670 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Ph/fax 869-465-1 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 
cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 





ANSE CHASTANET/SCUBA PH 758/459-7000 FX 758-459-7700 
A unique hideaway resort w/ SSI/PADI/SCUBA Centre right in the 
heart of St. Lucia’s Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, 
night diving, 49 rooms, 2 rest/bars,2 beaches. 888 465-8242 
LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $400. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & 
ELEGANT. Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate 
from $400. Call for info & reservations. 





OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER PH599-545252 & 544357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 
www.stmartendiving.com e-mail: divesm@megatropic.com 
TRADE WINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599-5-75176 
Visit our web site www.st-maarten-st-martin.com PADI & 
SSI Training Facility - Daily boat dives to wrecks & reefs. 
ONLY 5 min from cruises ship pier in Phillpsburg. 





Atoll Divers. Seychelles - Amirantes - Aldabra. Details: 

UK Office. fax +44 1424814329 Seychelles tel +248-513911 
Liveaboard 72’ Luxury Yacht. Atoll - Walls - Channels - Caves. 
Untouched coral. Aldabra main-channel 6 knot drift dives. 


ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443-0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
from $2450 7 night trip. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 





FANTASEA DIVERS, PH www. fantasea.net 
Thailand’s top rated live-aboard: MV FANTASEA to Similan Isl. 
PADI Courses & Davdives. E-mail: info@fantasea.net. Ph. +7767 
340088 fax 340309. USA Rep 800-443-0799 Fax: 415-442-0289 
MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER www.pidcedivers.com 
5 D/6N cruise to either Similan/Surin or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: 66 76 - 381 219. 

PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road PHUKET 83130 









PHONE 809-946-1408 


DIVE GRAND TURK! 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 


DIVE PROVO 800-234-7768 www.diveprovo.com 
Experience unrivalled levels of customer service. 
Hotel Packages - Daily 2 tank am/ 1 tank pm dives - 
plus all day scuba safaris. E-mail divprovo@caribsurf.com 
OASIS DIVERS - GRAND TURK 1-800-892-3995 
Best diving in the Turks & Caicos Islands. Beachfront 
hotel dive packages. Check on our low cost specials. 
www.oasisdiver.com or e-mail oasisdiv@caribsurf.com 
ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 800-833-1341 
Top rated Turks & Caicos PADI resort operation estab. 1970, 
3 fast boats, hotel pkgs, instruction, private charters. 
www.provo.net/ptd/on Island ph: 649-946 4232 fx 941-5296 
S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD toll free 888 767 1433 
Capt Dave’s hospitable home afloat Scuba, beachcombing, 
free-diving, windsurfing, fishing. Private cabins 56 tri. 
Itinerary totally your preference. charter@webaccess.net 

i iets Siaihatiaties 







DIVE EXPERIENCE 0-73-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 

First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 

DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina809/775-6100 X2144 
P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 

Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 

LOW KEY WATERSPORTS = Ph/Fax: SHOP-809/693-8999 
P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 

PADI 5 Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. 

Diving for beginners thru experts. Villa Rental Dive Packages. 
SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE 11809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Cruise ship pickup. 
Reef/Wreck, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., Sales, 
Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 

DIVE THE VIRGIN ISLANDS FROM YOUR OWN PRIVATE YACHT 
Charter a 42 Grand Banks Trawler with Captain and Chef. 

Crew are PADI & NAUI instrs. Call for rates and avail. 

St. Thomas Charters 340-779-1660 e-mail: stys@islands. vi 









ADV WRECK DIVINGINSANTO/AQUAMARINE 800-443-0799 
Dive the incredible 654’ SS Pres Coolidge. Visit custom villages, great 
svc/food/diving & VALUE. 7 nt pkgs fr$895.Grps welcome. Combine wFiji 
or Solomons. E: di @Ad ureExpress.com 415-442-0799 










800 909-7697 
Caribbean’s most action packed Fax 206-441-5431 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard dive@divetropical.com 
ANTARES I//. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly. 
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| 42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUN 10-4 « MON - WED 9-5:45 
THUR 9-6:45pm ¢ FRI 9-1 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


CHAMPION PLUS 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 
exhaust valve, soft touch inflator, 
hard pack, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable shoulder 
straps & D rings. 


ADMIRAL 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 
e Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 
inflator, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose 
holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy 


PYRAMID 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight sys- 
tem up to 35 Ibs. Unrivaled comfort 
and stability. Rugged brass inflator 
with built-in over pressure valve. Lift 
Capacity up to 55 Ibs. Dual tank 
bands and 6 D 


MAIDEL 


Designed for the active female diver 

¢ Designed with the female diver’s 
comfort the highest priority 

© Cut shorter to fit the female torso. 

¢ Integral weight system utilizing up to 
a total of 20 lbs. 

e Lumbar backpack and dual tank 
bands provide ample stability and 


24 Hour 
FAX 


yd Wd} Ey <1 3) 


E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


Rive fect 


oe 
BAHVEM 


! 
| a 


BAKVEM 


Low Profile, integrated weight 

design 

® Combines a durable 840 denier 
outer shell and a comfortable 420 
denier inner shell 

e Integral weight system, utilizing up 
to a total of 20 Ibs. 

e Six plastic D rings and three stain- 


Now Available 
The 156 page illustrated 
Leisure Pro 


Diver’s Catalog 
Send your request to: 
Leisure Pro 


XS-XL §134°° es ea XS-XL 189° 5S rings. XS-XL 5199" sd 


e Chute 1&2 
° Oceanpro 5K 
© Flex @ Isla 


° Vector 840 
¢ Synchro Club 
¢ Synchro Tech 


¢ Masterlift Tek 
e Masterlift 
Equalizer 


* Alcyone © Cruise 
* Cousteau ¢ Elan 
¢ Sea Master 


DACOR TTT TM RC CS 


¢ Nautica ° Outback e Librator 2 *¢ Sepecturm 1/2/3/4 
e Extreme ¢ Rig ° Cayman e Luna 6 Imprex vA Pro ¢ Diva Infinity 


* Black Diamond 
° Flyt Pak ° Silhouette e Imprex BB *Quickdraw °Predator 


REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


TT Ce a 


e VS-3 * VS-4 e Extreme Plus ¢ Akros ¢ Nikos » Delta Il 
¢ VS-8 ¢ VTR-8 ¢ Extreme ¢ Enduro * Voltrex » Abyss ¢ Omega Il 
° VX-10 ° Quantum e Titanium ¢ Alpha 4 


SCUBAPRO ee CA 


¢ MK10 ¢ MK20 ¢ Brut ¢ Magnum e Imaprex ° Arctic « Sea 4 
¢ G-250 « D-400 ° Oasis Il ¢ Imprex Il “Aquarius ¢Micra+ 
e R-190 ¢ Maximus ¢ Imprex AD2 ¢ Impulse 


WE CARRY ALL BRAND NAME OCTOPUS - Call for prices 
DIVE COMPUTERS 


RT RS CS ee 


* Guardian e Matrix ¢ Pilot ° Prodigy 
¢ Divemate ¢ Scan 4-5 ° Phoenix *Data 100/+ 
° Genius ¢ Monitor 2-3 * Marathon ¢ Datatrans 


TTS CE OT 


* Aladin Pro ¢ Commander ¢Maestro Pro” ¢ 19-300 Wrist °Quantom Loop 
° Aladin Air « Nemesis ¢ Maestro © 19-330 Hose °Extrem Access 
° Aladin Air X ° Captain Sport * SCA-800 Console Soaaihre 


¢ Resource 
° Escort 


WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF METRIC COMPUTERS - Call for prices 


COMBINATION POWER INFLATOR & OCTOPUS 


Scubapro Air 2 
Sequest Air Source 
Beuchat Venturi + 


CONSOLES & GAUGES 


* Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon 

¢ Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730) 

* Tri Gauge 5000 PSi, MD!, Temp 

* Pressure Gauge ONLY 

* Double Console PS! 5000 pressure/depth/Temp.... 
¢ Dacor Endura Console w/Compass 

* TUSA SCA/760 Console Triple Guage 


* TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass 
* TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage .................. 
¢ US DIVERS Pivot DP2 

¢ US Divers Scan 4 Compass |... 
* Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’ 

* Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass 


Mini Plus 


Air Ultra cca 


Octopus 
$ 5 gs 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and 
scuba certificationThis Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 


42 West 18th Street 


security. less D rings 
} *204” *214” New York, NY 10011 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 


CHAMPION PACKAGE SAILOR PACKAGE LIEUTENANT PACKAGE 
° Blue Reef Champion TUSA BCD e Blue Reef Admiral BCD 
e Beuchat Regulator U.S. DiverRegulator e Sherwood Regulator 

e Sherwood Console Sherwood Console ¢ Double Gauge with 

e Large Duffle Bag Hose Protector Temperature 

¢ Regulator Bag Regulator Bag e Sherwood Octopus 


e Hose Protector $ 2 5 e Hose Protector 
$3495 99° 
for Octopus add $44.95 


COLONEL PACKAGE = 
¢ B.C.D.- TUSA, SHERWOOD, MARES ~¥ wi 
* Regulator — US Diver, Sherwood, TUSA =54649 oi 
* 4 Gauge Console - 200 ft. depth/MDI/ cat J -... 

4500 PS|/Temp/ Compass * Mini Plus Octopus rf] oe 
* Save-a-Dive Kit « Marking Pen » Regulator Bag * Diver's Light sss 
¢ Log Book * Oct Holder * Gauge Holder * Hose Protectors * SS Dive Kni 


CAPTAIN PACKAGE ADMIRAL PACKAGE 
¢ BEUCHAT MASTERLIFT EQ BCD-_ « TUSA, IMPREX BCD 


¢ VS3 Regulator ¢ TUSA, IMPREX II Regulator 


¢ VS Octopus * Double Gauge Console 
* Double Gauge Console ¢ TUSA Duo-Air IR-3 


$s 4 g gP* ¢ Large Duffle Bag * Hose Protector 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 
¢ Full Foot Fins 
¢ Low Volume Mask 
* Silicone Snorkel } 


Create Your 
Own Brand 


Match any 
BC /Reg/ 
Console 
for 
significant 
Savings- 
Call for 
Details 


PACKAGE __, 
e Silicone Flex Snorkel 
e Open Heel Fins 
e Silicone Mask 


® Open Heel Fins 
e 4 Window Mask i 


7 Bey 7 
BOOKS AND VIDEOS 


BOOKS 10% off with purchase of any 3 items Dolphins Whales & US 29.95 


The Amber Forest.....24.95 US Virgin Islands 


Atlantic Diver Guides 
¢ New Bronswick 
e Prince Edward Isl. ..24.95 
Marine fishes 
Law & Diving Prof. ...38.95 
From Sky to Sea 
The Diana Advent. ...39.95 
Fishwatching 
Salvage of the 

Birkenhead i 

Palaces Under the Sea 24.95 
Battles of Pensacola ...6.95 


Cape Cod Maritime 
Disasters 


Guide to Wisconsin ....10.95 
Peking Paper Novel 
Padi Touch the Sea 
Fish & Dive Caribbean 10.95 
California 

Marine Life 
Colors of the Deep ...24.95 
Buried Treasures 

of the U.S... 16.95 


Chapmans Emergencies 


VIDEOS 


Best of Papua 

New Guinea 
Bonaire Miami 

to Sunset 
Coral Cities Carribiean19.95 
Calif. Channel! Isles ...19.95 
Catalina Underwater ..29.95 
Emerald Coast Divers ..19.95 


Freeport & Nassau 19.95 
Dive California Style ...19.95 
Open Water Experience24.95 
Dive California Style ...19.95 
Padi Open Water 
Professional (5) ....209.95 
Proper Dry Suit Dress. .29.95 
Southern Bahamas 
Water Toys & 
Dive Buddies 


Red Sea Fishwatcher ...19.95 


DIVER'S WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 


OCITIZEN 


Aqualand 
Aqualand II 
Aqualand Pro 


PRO MASTER 
SERIES 


Hyper 
Aqualand 


Freestyle 


Hammerhead Men’‘s 


CHRONOSPORT 


Aruba 100M 
Abaco 100M 
Neptune Auto 


with 
Interface 


: Le 
Unit ...Call ws 


Sport 
Chronograph Call 


Aqualand Duplex.Call 
D/M Chronograph Call 
100M Prof.............. Call 
200M Prof.............. Call 
200M Titanium ....Call 
Sport Diver 


97.95 
Orion Automatic .104.95 
Time Line 300ft W/R 19.95 


Sea&Sea Marine Dive 
Watch 





oe 


TUSA 


MASKS 
TM-30, TM-10, TM7500Q Call 
TM5700 Liberator Plus Call 
TM7000Q, TM3800Q TM6000QCall 
TM8000Q, TM2000Q Mini Kleio Call 
TM4000Q Kleio 29.95 
FINS 
Liberator Xten 5000 /5500 
IMPREX SF-9900/7700/8800 
Reef Tourer Full Foot 
Cetus -SF-1R or SF-15 
SNORKLES 
SP 500Q/580Q Hyperdry 
SP210Q = Call SP400 


BEUCHAT 


MASKS 
Primo 49.95 Voyager 2 34.95 
Optimo 2 36.95 Maxima 2 36.95 
Strato 46.95 
SNORKLES 
Active Dry Flex 
FIN 
Active O/H Activa F/F Call 


Cressi-Sub 


Frog Fin (XS-L) 59.95 


SEA QUEST 


FINS 
Wenoka Reflex 


OCEANIC 
MASKS 
Mini Prismatic I! 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 29.95 4 
Bi-Vu2 46.95 Bi-Vu 4 
SNORKEL FIN 
Response 14.95 V-Drive 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Call 
Call 


44.95 


34.95 
32.95 
49.95 


64.95 


= 


FINS 
U.S. DIVERS 


MASKS 
Scan Tri View 
Look Split Lens 
Hawaii 1 32.95 Hawaii 2 
Hawaii3 38.95 Hawaii 4 
Pulse 


56.95 
31.95 
32.95 
40.95 
34.95 
FINS 

62.95 Blades FP 41.95 
38.95 Pulse 41.95 
SNORKELS 
Impulse 2 

Flex Impulse 2 24.95 
Aquarius w/purge 18.95 


OCEAN MASTER 


Dry Snorkel 2000 24.95 
Proflo 19.95 
MASKS with Purge 
Equalizer Z2 36.95 24 42.95 
Equalizer Pro Vision 36.95 
Equalizer 1 39.95 
Equalizer View 3 42.95 


SCUBA PRO 


MASKS 
Hot Frames 74.95 
Tri Vent 69.95 XQ Tri Vent 64.95 
Quad Vision 59.95 
New View 44.95 Scenic 42.95 
Focus 44.95 Futura2 36.95 
SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 26.95 Twin Valve 32.95 
FINS 


Blades 
Compro 


22.95 


Veloce H.P. 52.95 
Gorilla Sea Wing 97.95 
Classic Sea Wing 64.95 
Jet Fins 62.95 Hyper SW 59.95 


XQ Sea Wing 97.95 


6% Discount 


e SNORKLES 


DACOR 
MASKS 
Quantum w/Purge 
Integra 4 Window 59.95 
Integra 4 Window QL 49.95 
Integra DL 45.95 Tri Vista 64.95 
Pursuit DL 42.95 Ultrall 34.95 
FINS 
Turboflex S.P. 
Integra Fin 
SNORKELS 
Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 19.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 21.95 


Magnum Single Lens Mask 39.95 
Magnum 2 Mask 39.95 


SEAVISION 


PF-1200 Mask 59.95 


OCEAN REEF 
Full Face Mask 
Evolution 


MARES 

MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Venstosa 34.95 Lirica 

FINS 

Plana Avanti 
Avanti HP Full Foot 
Avanti Quattro 
Power Plana SL 
Avanti L 


29.95 


45.95 
74.95 


Call 
39.95 


on any 3-Piece Outfit with MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


6.0mm Neoprene Wetsuit 1 329°. 


6.5 Semi Dry Suit 


6.5mm Hood .19.95 5mm Glove19.95 


5mm Boots 
3 Finger Dry Mitt Glove 


Royal Polartec® Suits A\POLARTEC® 


Royal Lycra Skins 


Children’s Wetsuit 
2mm Shorty 


Royal Shorty 
2mm, 3mm 

Royal Jumpsuit 2mm = (xS-xL) 
Royal Jumpsuit 3mm _ (xs-xt) 


Dry Suits 


e Nokia ¢ Harvey’s ¢ Bare ¢ Diamond 


Call for Prices 


DIVE LIGHTS 


Compact Light 
Halogen w/Spare 
Bulb & Lanyard 
with 4 C Batteries 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 
34.95 UK-400R 
52.95 UK-800R 
14.75 SL-4 Sunlight 
29.95 Spare Bulbs 


UK-400 
UK-1200 Hal. 
Mini Q40 
SL-6 
PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 


95 
only 3 XS-XL 
5 
only 2es 


only 54% 


Harvey’s 


Henderson 


Semi Dry 7.0mm...254.95 


2nd Skin SK-190 162.95 
Action Jumpsuit ..159.95 
Titanium Toaster ..284.95 


Lycra Skin 
Polartec 


t Leisure-Pro, we 
guarantee that 
you will pay the low- 


est price 


57.95 
78.95 


in the 


nation on every item 
we sell. Here’s how 
it works. Find any 
identical item priced 
lower at 
Authorized Dealer in 

the country that can be verified and we 
will beat that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 


any 


including size, color and same year model, 
at the time of purchase. 


Guarantee does not apply to close- 


outs and liquidations. 


BAGS and BELTS 


BACK PACKS 
Large 25x20x11 


24° 


104.95 
154.95 
21.95 
Call 


Large 


10.95 


Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 


Kinglite 
Britelite 
Pelican Cases 


IKELITE 


21.95 
44.95 
29.95 
42.95 


Mini C-Lite H 
Mini C-Firent. 
Super C-Lite H 
Sata Lite 
RCD Light 43.95 
PC-A Light 18.95 


Nite Rider Lights 


P.C. Lite 


PRINCETON TEC 


Aqua Flares 
Aqua Flash 


Vor TEC 
Aqua Strobes 
TEC 40 

TEC 600 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


TEC 400 
TEC 800 


54.95 Pro Lite 4-C 
34.95 Stealthlite 


Maxi C-Fircnt. 
Super C-Lite HR 114.95 
Sata Lite Coil 
RCD Light HR 114.95 


Mini C Mark 


32.95 Neoprene 


19.95 


52.95 with wheels 
49.95 


22.95 
49.95 


Belt w/Buckle.. 
BEUCHAT 
Off Shore Backpack 


Economy Pack 
Backpack with Wheels 
Padded Regulator Bag 
DUFFEL BAGS 

19.95 X-Large .29.95 
Dlx with wheels 


19.95 


WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 
6 Pocket or 7 Pocket 


Roller Duffle Bag 
Mesh Bag SB-82 
Back Pack BP1 
Mesh B/P SB-90 


Call 
Cail 


4.95 


MESH BAGS 
Lrg .14.95 XL...19.95 
Back Pack 


KNIVES 


WENOKA SEAQUEST 


COMPACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 
#41601, 41602, 41605 


#416163 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


SEABEAR 


JBL 


Explorer 20/22/24 © 38 Special/XHD 


Magnum Custom ® Super Carbine ¢ 
129.95 

. Travel Magnum/ Combo 

¢ Sawed Off Magnum 


29.95 


Point ..19.95 Blunt 
Deluxe Point/Blunt 


COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Point ..56.95 


Titanium Blunt ....56.95 
TUSA 
Call FK1O Mini Knife 
OCEANIC 
Arrow 
BLUE REEF 


19.95 BC Knife 14.95 


Personal checks welcome. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or dri- 
vers license for reference. No return/Refund on Books/Videos. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card. For return/exchange within 14 days, call for RA#. We ship UPS. 
Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products may not be eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact.Trade names 
and trade marks are owned by respective mfr. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax. While Supplies Last. Not responsible for typographical 
Prices Valid Thru March 3, 1998 Subject to supplier prices 


errors 


ORDER TOLL FREE US and Canada 


800-888-493 
AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


Aquatica F5 Call 
Aquatica A90 Call 
Aquatica F4 Call 
New Sport II 
Housing 
Video 

* Housing Call 

Aqua Lens 589.95 


Special Closeout Offer 
Aquatica F4 with 
EO Connector 
Aquatica 80 Housing 
8” Dom Port f/4, 90SX 
Mac Port f/3, 4 
Aperture Gear 
/4, 80, 90SX 29.95 


NIKONOS-V 


Nikonos V USA 674.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 

Adorama Warranty 749.95 
Nikonos V USA w/35/2.5 869.95 
15/2.8 UW Lens 1449.95 
28/3.5 UW Lens 359.95 
20/2.8 UW Lens 674.95 
35/2.5 UW Lens 179.95 
80/4 UW Lens 379.95 
28mm UW Finder 19.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 84.95 
DF-11 268.95 DF-12 169.95 
SB 105 Complete 609.95 
SB 105 Flash Head 449.95 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 94.95 
SC-100 Double Cord f/Nikonos164.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Dbl Bracket Set f/SB105/3/2 264.95 
Ext Arm Set £/SB105/3/2 129.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 169.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 54.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 

Ikelite Ext Tube Set 99.95 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 
Sekonic L-164C U.W. Meter Call 


UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 68.95 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 


12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) with Finder 

for 12mm Fisheye 1081.95 
15/3.5 806.95 20/3.5 w/Cs 537.95 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens 319.95 
High eyepoint Viewfinder 238.95 
Optical Viewfinder 104.95 
New YS-30 TTL 329.95 
New YS-60 TTL Kit 509.95 
YS120 TTL 642.95 YS300 TTL 839.95 
Ext Tube 1:3 47.95 


Call 


899.95 
1379.95 
169.95 
149.95 





PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED 
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 
Approved by NIKON 


Basic UW Photography with a 


Nikonos V 

Complete, step by step instruction from 
assembly and testing of the system to 
achieving great results underwater right 
away. #VIBUP 24.95 


Advanced UW Wide Angle 
Photography with Nikonos 
#VIAUPW 
Advanced UW Macro 
Photography #VIAUPM 


SEA KING 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
WATERTIGHT CASES 
Inner Foam with 

Dimensions Version Dividers 
613 13x9x6" 59.95 _ 
518 18x13x5" 79.95 _ 
718 18x13x7" 84.95 —_ 
821 21x13x8" 104.95 134.95 
822 21x18x8" 149.95 _ 
827 189.95 264.95 


Seal-Tight 
Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5") 
X-Large (19x15x9”) 


29.95 


24.95 


59.95 
69.95 


42 West 18th Street 


e New York, NY 10011 


Order Dept. Mon.-Thurs. 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9:30-6pm EST. 
EST 


Customer Relations (212 


741-0466 Mon.-Thurs. 9-7pm Sun. 11-2 


ORDERS & INFO (212) 741-0052 Fax #212-463-7223 


SONY 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
MPK-TRV-2 Housing Call 
SPK-TRV-1 Sports Call 
SPK-TRB Sports Pak 149.95 
HVL-M20 20W UW Video Light Call 
HVL-80DA 50W UW Light Call 

We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 


VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 


Please Call For Prices 


SEAcSE 


MX-10 


Motor Marine MxX-10 
Body 329.95 


Pode 


Pees 


MX-10 with YS-40 Kit 
20mm Lens f/MX-10 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 
New Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 


499.95 
214.95 
129.95 

49.95 


MOTOR MARINE II/EX 
TTL Flash capability, 1/125 sync, 
Power winder 
Motor Marine II-EX 529.95 
New Motor Marine II-EX Outfit 
with YS-60 Flash 899.95 
Ikelite Substrobo 50 Kit 199.95 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 


NX-90 
UW Housing 1761.95 
1499.95 


New CX-600 
UW Rebel G 


New VX-1000 UW Video 
Housing $3595.00 


ewa-marine 
MASTER SERIES 


UA upto 210mm lens 159.95 
UAX same as UA w/flash 169.95 
UA-XP Deep Sea 219.95 
UF-P Housing f/Pentax 6x7 79.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 67.95 


UNEDREWATER 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
VST f/Sony TRS 194.95 
VZL f/Sony CCD-301 99.95 
VCR f/Canon E700 49.95 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 19.95 
VC-1000 f/Sony VC-1000379.95 
Video Cape Large 49.95 
fiother models _—_ Call for Price 


UR PRO 
UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS 
CALL FOR PRICES 


PELICAN 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 

#500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 

Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 35.50 - 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 40.50 - 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 56.95 - 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 72.95 104.50 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")89.95 116.50 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 94.95 138.50 
#1526 Combo Case Call 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag 65.95 
#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 107.95 158.50 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 124,95 180.50 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5")169.50 174.95 
#1750 -(50x13.5x5") 159.95 - 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


DSeaLife 


Underwater Dive Camera 
® Fully automatic 35mm camera ¢ 
f:3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 
* Hard molded underwater housing with 
“easy grip” rubber armoring 
* to 50 meter depth 199.95 
Sealife SportDiver 99.95 


New 100 Epaque Plus 


Automatic 
35mm, 150 ft. 
depth, Moto- 


rized me 


Advance 
@ Ay oe 
ikelite 


with 
Auto 
Flash 
AQUA SHOT II 
Now includes a roll of film 
Accepts flash & Non Flash 
56° 


disposable 
Kodak & Fuji cameras 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 
Aquashot II Kit includes: 
paueni il, Macro Kit, 
ase an 
Substrobe AQ/S 239” 
CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 549.95 
f/Nikon N70 549.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 549.95 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 549.95 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 

TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 
fimost Sony & JVC Housings 639.95 
Pro Video Light Lead Acid 29.95 
Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 14.95 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe $ 
Substrobe 50MS 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 
Substrobe 100A TTL 
Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad 
Substrobe 300 w/Nicad 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 
Remote TTL Slave 
4081 Quick Handle 
Quick Grip | 
Quick Grip Il 
Macro Mount 64.95 
Macro Arm 169.95 


NEW SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 
Consists of choice of 
UW Strobe, New Tray & 
Handle Rapid Advance, / 
(NiCad & Charger 
w/200 & 400 Kits) 
New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Sync 
Cord & Pelican 
Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 524.95 
#3946.58 #400 Kit 929.95 
#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg.929.95 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 884.95 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, Bracket 
& Srobe Arm Il 399.95 
Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite 
Housings: consists of choice of Substrobe, 
Quick Grip Arm, TL Cord, & Pelican Case 
#396846 Ai Kit 564.95 
#396862 200 Kit w/charger 824.95 
#396857 300 Kit w/charger 549.95 


DIVING LIGHTS 
Sata-Lite Straight Cord 42.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 49.95 
Mini C Mark 49.95 RCD. 43.95 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts 23.95 
Modular Super Lite 154.95 
Other Ikelite Accs Call 


‘ 
4 i 


49.95 
184.95 
224.00 
339.50 
449.95 
619.95 
519.95 
719.95 
139.95 

29.95 

94.95 
149.95 


SLIDE FILM 

with 

ASA 24 proc. 

(64) 4.29 7.68 
(100) --- a 
E100$ (100) --- -- 7,49 
ED Il (200) 4.49 7.86 5.19 
KL (200) 5.09 8.46 7.15 
FUJICHROME 

ASA wio Proc. 
100 36 3.99 
200 36 4.29 
Velvia 5.39 
Provia ll 100 36 5.35 
AGFACHROME 
50 36 4.89 

100 36 5.45 


5.95 10. 
3.39 


wiProc. 
6.95 
7.28 
8.38 
8.38 


Sensia Il 
Sensia Il 


RSX 
RSX 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 


tration purposes only and may not be exact. 


Prices effective till March 3, 1998 
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209 Broadway (Koute 1 10) 
Amityville L.L, NY 11701 
(800) 262-4160 
Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 
http://www.berger-bros.com 
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Sea & Sea CX600 Newrbecearmee naar 
for the Canon Sea & Sea Mot 


Rebel “G‘ IIEX with YS60 strobe 


Sea Life Reefmaster Kit 
Strobe & Close-UP Lens Sea&Sea NX90 and 
Now Available Nikon N9OS 


“ 
Gates Housings for most 
F SONY camcorders 
Amphibico Dive Buddy 
For all SONY or Canon 
camcorders 


ee. 


Ikelite 
Substrobe 200 


ALL 


4 5\@) BD) U1 G4 be) 
4 


IN 


SONY VX1000 and STOCK 


Amphibico VH1000 for the 
serious videographers 


Full Line of Sony Camcorders 
In Stock. Call for Pricing. 


We ship anywhere in the world! 
Rental, Repairs & Trade-ins 


All 
Ikelite Dive 
Products 
Available 


Housings Available 


for SONY DCR-PC7 
and JVC GR-DV1U 


© AD/SD 1997 
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Medicine 


Atrial Fibrillation 


BR PERED BOVE MD. PH.D 


he most frequently asked questions 

regarding diving and the heart 

concern atrial fibrillation. Among 

abnormal heart rhythms, this one 
seems to be increasing in frequency. 
When atrial fibrillation occurs, the upper 
chambers of the heart (the atria) begin 
beating rapidly and irregularly, reaching 
rates of 600 per minute. Fortunately, the 
main pumping chambers (the ventricles) 
are protected bya slowing of the signal 
from the atria so that every fourth or fifth 
beat reaches the ventricles. The resulting 
pulse rate is then a fraction of the atrial 
rate and will be in the range of 120 to 150 
beats per minute. When the heart devel- 
ops this rhythm, the individual will feel 
an irregular heartbeat and, in most cases, 
the heart rate is rapid. Some people expe- 
rience a drop in blood pressure and feel 
light-headed, fatigued or short of breath. 
Some patients with coronary disease will 
develop chest pains. In any case, exercise 
becomes difficult and the ability to dive is 
compromised. 

Atrial fibrillation is caused by either ab- 
normalities of the heart itself or by excess 
stimulation of the heart by adrenaline-like 
medications, too much alcohol or an over- 
active thyroid. Atrial fibrillation may be re- 
lated to high blood pressure or to coronary 
artery disease and there is an increased in- 
cidence of it with age. People with abnor- 
malities of the heart or valves may also de- 
velop atrial fibrillation. In many cases, 
there is no identified stimulus and the 
heart is normal when the atrial fibrillation 
develops. 

The relation of atrial fibrillation to al- 
cohol is well known and has been labeled 
the “Holiday Heart Syndrome.” Atrial 
fibrillation may be sporadic, occurring 
unpredictably or with exercise, diving or 
alcohol ingestion. It may be continuous. 
Many people have chronic continuous 
atrial fibrillation and, with proper medi- 
cation, have no symptoms. When treat- 
ing atrial fibrillation, we try to return the 
heart rhythm to normal with drugs ora 
brief electric shock. In some cases, the 
atria do not return to a regular rhythm 
and individuals must live with chronic 
atrial fibrillation. 

Our greatest concern with atrial fibril- 
lation is the risk of a stroke caused bya 
blood clot forming in the poorly con- 
tracting atria. In people more than 60 
years old, the risk of a stroke appears to be 


about 4.5 percent for each year atrial fib- 
rillation is present. This risk can be re- 
duced to about one percent per year if an- 
ticoagulation is used. Some people will 
gain adequate protection from a stroke 
using only aspirin. These individuals are 
usually younger and have no other heart 
problems. 

There are many divers who take Cou- 
madin, the most commonly prescribed 
anticoagulant, which is used for a variety 
of disorders, including atrial fibrillation. 
In the October 1997 Diving Medicine, we 
discussed the use of anticoagulants and 
the problems they may cause. 

DIVING WITH ATRIAL FIBRILLATION: For 
those prone to sporadic atrial fibrillation, 
diving can be one of the stimuli. When 
divers are submerged, there is a shift of 
blood into the upper body from the legs. 
The added blood in the heart stretches the 
atria and makes them prone to fibrilla- 
tion. Some divers will experience transient 
heart rhythm abnormalities owing to 
these fluid shifts. Individuals known to 
have easily provoked atrial fibrillation are 
usually advised to take medication to 
keep the heart rate slow in the event atrial 
fibrillation occurs. Your physician should 
be able to determine whether you need 
such medication. 

One physician determined his patient 
needed medication only before diving as 
there seemed to be little evidence of atri- 
al fibrillation at other times. At the other 
extreme is the diver who has continuous 
atrial fibrillation. This individual needs 
medication to control the heart rate and 
may also need anticoagulation. 

The concern with anticoagulation is 
bleeding. With any injury (cuts, bruises, 
broken bones), bleeding can be excessive 
and will need special attention to ensure 
minimal blood loss. One concern with 
diving is injury caused by an ear or sinus 
squeeze. Bleeding into the middle ear or 
sinus from a squeeze can cause a severe 
infection. Prevention of squeezes may re- 
quire judicious use of decongestants, not 
diving when congested and continuous 
equalization of ears and sinuses during 
descents. 

Atrial fibrillation does not mean an end 
to diving. In the absence of severe heart 
problems, use of medication to control 
the heart rate and anticoagulation when 
indicated will not prevent diving but cau- 
tion is needed to dive safely. =# 














Search and Recovery, 
Marine Pollution and Diving in the Future 


he search for and recovery of a lost 
object is usually a recreational diver’s 
first commercial venture. These en- 
terprises are usually successful. They 
involve only a diver and his buddy. Most of 
the objects are small and light enough for 
divers to handle. After a successful search 
phase, recovery of heavier objects can be 
made by attaching a line to the object and 
hauling it into the boat or onto the shore. 

A reader from Arizona wrote, “My dive 
buddy and I do minor search and recov- 
ery in several lakes in Arizona. Recently, 
we found some heavy objects (boats). We 
now need a method for raising them to 
the surface....Our dive boat is a good, 
safe, dive platform but will not support 
any added weight.” 

Various types and sizes of commercial 
lifting gear are available. Mostly they are 
inflatable liftbags. Different designs and 
sizes are capable of lifting weights from a 





BY ER: CROSS 


few pounds to a few tons. The liftbags are 
collapsible and easy to stow and handle. 
Different capacity bags have valving and 
venting systems compatible with the 
weight that will be handled. 

Local recreational dive shops may not 
have liftbags in the size and lifting capaci- 
ty needed by a dive team. For a wide range 
of liftbags, write to Dive Commercial 
International, 4315 11th Avenue, NW, 
Seattle, WA 98107-0667. DCI says it can 
supply most styles and sizes of liftbags. 

Before commercial liftbags became 
available, divers made their own inflat- 
able systems. The most common method 
was to convert 55 gallon (and smaller) 
steel drums or barrels into lifting devices. 
In the September 1980 Skin Diver Mag- 
azine, Technifacts (then called Scuba- 
Tech) featured a lengthy article on vari- 
ous aspects of commercial scuba diving. 
Included were sketches of the conversion 


of steel drums to lifting devices. In the 
September 1970 SDM there was a one 
page article on making a rubberized can- 
vas liftbag that may have been the fore- 
runner of today’s commercial liftbags. 

Divers should be aware that objects be- 
ing salvaged, such as boats, engines of 
various kinds and most containers, may 
contain oil or other liquid pollutants. 
During lifting, their contents may spill. 
One pint of spilled oil may cause a slick 
equal to the size of two football fields. 
Such a slick can interfere with the devel- 
opmental stages of several forms of 
plankton. Compared to global pollution 
problems this may appear minor, but the 
salvager will be held responsible. 

Marine pollution is an ongoing global 
problem. The highest percentage of pollu- 
tion is washed from the land into the 
streams, lakes and rivers that ultimately 
empty into the surrounding seas and 


Central Skin Divers 





BEFORE You Buy OR UPGRADE YOUR EQUIPMENT: 











WeEsB SITE: www.centralskindivers.com 


FREE ADVICE 


Whether you’re a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, now you can talk to | 
Central Certified Scuba Divers about their personal experiences with Life Support 
Equipment provided by companies like Dacor, Genesis, Mares, Oceanic, Poseidon, j 
Scubapro, SeaQuest, Sherwood, “Spare Air’, U.S. Divers, Uwatec, Zeagle, etc. : 
Just call, Toll-Free, and ask for the Central SkinDivers special Catalog Listing of | 


Recommended Name-Brand Equipment, with Worldwide Manufacturer Warranties, 
with No Obligation To Buy Anything, Now or Ever. 





For over 45 years, Scuba Divers from all over the world have turned for help to 
Central Certified Scuba Divers to get the Life Support Equipment they need. 
For Free Advice, or a Free Catalog— (or for instructions on how to get to the 
Central SkinDivers “PADI DIVE CENTER” just minutes from New York’s Kennedy Airport) 


Call TOLL-FREE: 41-SOO0-S53 -SCUBA 
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SONY CONSL 
ROFESSION 


Camcorders 
in stock! 


Amphibico VH 1000 for 
SONY DCRVX1000 


Fits all SONY or 
Cannon Camcorders! 1 


Tkelite Video Housing 
fits most JVC and Sony 


: The smallest housing available 
camcorders : 


for the Sony DCRPC10 


Fax orders to 718-628-7441 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 


We just don’t advertise it! 
MVeeitavyepia-lla |, B yaels 4 


MM11-EX MX-10 with 
with YS40A strob 
YS60 strobe | fon 


it 


a o 


TWO NEW SEA&SEA 
HOUSINGS 


VX100D for Sony Digital 
Video Camcorder DCR-SC100 


FD-7 for Sony Digital 
Still Camera MVC-FD7 


Allin stock! 


Nikonos V 
Call for Special 
Package Pricing 


: Sea & Sea EX 600 
: Housing for Canon Rebel “G” 


—_ : Sea Life Reefmaster 
EWA Marine -the affordable : Special for February 
underwater housing : Only. Call for Low Price! 


http://www.armatos.com 
E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
© AD/SD 1997 
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TECHNIFACTS 


oceans. Billions of drops of oil, dripping 
from millions of cars onto streets, high- 
ways and parking lots, eventually flow in- 
to the oceans. Research indicates that 180 
million gallons of used oil from surrepti- 
tious engine oil changes are poured down 
storm drains. The report concluded, 
“That is equal to 16 Valdez-type oil spills.” 
The 1983 issue of The Times Atlas of the 
Oceans showed that 28 percent of oil pol- 
lution in the oceans is from land run-off; 
only 24 percent was from tanker opera- 
tions, including spills. Nearly 75 percent 
of the ocean near landmasses showed in- 
termittent serious pollution of some kind, 
including sewage, radioactive material, 
mine tailings and pulp waste (both sugar 
and coffee pulps are significant pollutants 
in some areas). In other areas, fertilizers, 
many kinds of industrial chemicals and, 
overwhelmingly, plastic wastes are the 
problems. Additional killers of marine life 
are monofilament line and nets. 

Divers are unlikely to contribute to 
marine pollution while engaged in diving. 
After all, the world beneath the sea is our 
environment. We like our recreational 
areas clean and uncluttered. However, 
there are some kinds of dive or boating 
paraphernalia that can become either un- 
sightly or potentially hazardous marine 
debris. Information in the September 
1997 issue of Seawords, The Newsletter of 
the Marine Option Program, University 
of Hawaii, reports that turtles, cetaceans 
and many kinds of fish are susceptible to 


endangerment, either as a result of entan- 
glement or ingestion of some kinds of 
marine trash. They also become entan- 
gled in the plastic retaining rings from 
beverage can six packs. 

The unsightly pollution includes bev- 
erage cans, bottles, their cartons and plas- 
tic retaining rings. Rarely are smaller 
forms of marine life trapped or wedged in 
this form of trash. However, it does occa- 
sionally happen. Seldom will dive boats 
have hazardous nets on board. Never- 
theless, proper disposal of even small nets 
and short lengths of monofilament line 
should be followed. 

In a Seawords article, Alice Keesing re- 
ported some startling data. Ninety-nine 
percent of the 312 species of sea birds in- 
gest plastic pellets, mistaking them for 
fish eggs. Some turtles feed on certain 
species of jellyfish. Plastic wrappers ap- 
pear similar to the jellyfish and are also 
ingested. Ina 1996 cleanup of marine 
trash, more than 20,000 pieces of plastic 
food bags and wrappers were gathered, as 
well as nearly 22,000 pieces of plastic 
foam—a potentially deadly harvest. In 
addition, 40,209 cigarette butts were re- 
covered. I’ve heard about second. hand 
smoke; what about second hand tobacco? 


THE FUTURE OF DIVING 


The science of diving has remained 
constant for thousands of years. The 
physical laws of solids, fluids, gases and 
their interaction remain unaltered. Also, 
the understanding of diving physiology 
has remained static for many years. 
Rewriting proven ideas of the sciences 
and physiology of diving will not change 





IN THE NEXT ISSUE 





CHECK OUT 
igh Value, Low Cost 
Dive Computers 
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age-old principles. 

In recent months, much has been said 
about taking diving into the next century. 
It is important to note that the subject as 
discussed has been about getting diving 
into the next century and not throughit. A 
century is 100 years, a very long time. A 
lot can happen in 100 years. 

For many of us diving started early in 
the 20th century with Victor Berg, diving 
for pearls in the South Seas or with Jules 
Verne’s Captain Nemo in the submarine 
Nautilus. In 1934, it was with some disap- 
pointment I met the real world of “mod- 
ern’ diving in the Navy: hand pumps and 
open bottom, shallow water helmets to 
depths of 60 feet. Usually, a dive was lim- 
ited to less than one hour. With changes 
in dive gear and technology, and a much 
improved understanding of the science of 
diving, we got to the 21st century. 
Saturation diving is possible to depths of 
more than 2,000 feet. Duration of a dive 
might be 30 days with an additional six to 
seven days under decompression. 

The millions of readers of Skin Diver 
Magazine are predominately into diving 
as a sport; a healthy, body building sport 
that is enjoyed by all. Some commercial 
divers are already into 21st century div- 
ing. Their equipment is complex, poten- 
tially life threatening and not user- 
friendly. Some of it is becoming avail- 
able for very advanced recreational div- 
ing. However, this may not bea path 
recreational divers want to follow. Stay 
with Skin Diver Magazine for your en- 
joyable path to future diving. You will be 
glad you did. = 
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PRINCESS II CorRECTION: An incor- 
rectly edited sentence in “Welcome to My 
Fiji,” which appeared in our January is- 
sue, indicated the Princess IJanchors on 
dive sites. While this live-aboard does 
take its guests right to the sites, it does not 
anchor on them. The editors of SKIN 
DIVER apologize to the authors of the ar- 
ticle, Jack and Sue Drafahl, and to the 
owners of the Princess II, Nigel and Carol 
Douglas, for any misunderstandings this 
may have caused. 

For more information on the Princess 
IT, call (888) 234-5447, = 


Nikonos and Sea & Sea 


Repairs, Sales & Accessories 
Underwater Photo-Tech 


16 Manning St. #104, Derry, NH 03038 nf 
603-432-1997 603-432-4702 fax 
uwphoto.com E-mail uwpt@ix.netoom.com 


Authorized Warranty Center for Nikonos and Sea & Sea 
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vem’, 1-800-290-5622 ip egg Ga 
NAP tel: (718) 437-2257 AEST Emme 
5 x AA Fax: (718) 437-5436 - 24 ur *MARES  * TUSA 
wn SPORTS LB e.mall: cget@pipeline.com *DACOR _ ° OCEANIC 
© BEUCHAT e SHERWOOD 
5104 12th Avenue = SPECIAL DISCOUNTS |* IKELITE » DIVE RITE 





Brookiyn, NY 11219 = EoR INSTRUCTORS 


TECH PACK 


Tusa Imprex, BCD 
Tusa Amprex Regulator 
3 Gauge Console, Pressure Depth & Temp. 


Hee Me ad IR3 

uffle Ba 

Hose Protects $5 24° 
SCUBA PACKAGE #101C 
PREMIER PACKAGE 


* Mares or Tusa, BCD 
¢ Tusa Regulators $29995 


¢ Mares or Tusa, Consule 


SCUBA PACKAGE 






B.C. your choice: Tusa, Mares Seaquest, Ete. 
- Bladerless, Back Pack Padded, Dual Bands, 
Low Profile to reduce Drag, 2 Lg. Pckts w/Drain, 
Balanced Power Inflator, Snug Fit. 


Regulator your choice: Tusa, Mares, Dacor 

Sherwood, etc. - High Performance, 
Lightweight, Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 

4 GAUGE CONSOLE 

5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI, Temp., Compass 


Octopus your choice: Lightweight & Long Hose 


PAC KAG E 102A 
¢ REGULATOR Sherwood, Tusa, Mares, Dacor 
© GAUGE CONSOLE 
OCTOPUS LONG HOSE °2 U9" 
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AUTHORIZED 
REPAIR & SERVICE STATION 
Call For Detalis 
DIVE LIGHTS - IKELITE 


New RCD Super 8 
MINI CH Sale| RCD H Rech ta a 






















Mache Gl sebaxsov | “e 

© Mask Silicone ¢ Open Hill Fin Int G Ma a 
RCD Halogen Sale| MaxiC H Call 
* Flex Snorkel $5655 PC Lite 22.95|SuperC Lite Call 






WE CARRY AFULLLINE | UNDERWATER KINETICS 
OF D.R. PRODUCTS UK 400 34.95 | SL6 29.95 
PLEASE CALL tp 400R 104.95 | UK1200H 52.95 


DIVE 
RITE 


Tanspac Il w/Rec Wings _— Call 
pie II eee Wings Call 












L4 22.95 | MINI A40 14.75 
UKSOOR 154.95 
PELICAN LIGHTS ON SALE 































































King Pelican SALE 
Britelite 34.95 
Super Pelilite 14.95 
GAUGES 
MARES Double Gauge 74.95 
Fins Masik 4 Gauge 99.95 
Imprex 7700, 8800, X.Ten 5000, 5500 ESA, VEDR, SETA Mares Flatbrass 2D 109.95 
cae QUICK ADJUST fad A A FF df dig eS ea f 
0, Avanti, Avanti erwood Combo a 
ee a _s DACOR Sherwood Compass Module 29.95 
Mion Design 4000, 2000 Mask Oceanic Max Depth Navcon 114.95 
Snorkel Integra, QL, DL, Pursuit DL, Trivista roe BBL G en” 5 
Se elt Wea Sch 6 cl 
Genesis Series Slim Line 4700, 4000, 4600, BEUCHAT Pressure Gauge 44.95 
4200 Mask, Fin, Snorkel COMPUTERS 


Mini Mask 4400, 2100, 2000 
OCEAN MASTER 

Equalizer 22 : 
Equalizer 24 








\\ 


© O, Full Face Mask 


\\ Call 
a " | f 
\ 


Free Guage Protector w/any computer 
eee ae Kit 139.95 
Orca Pilot Call 


A 








































































Dry Snorkel Orca Pilot Nitrox Call 
ea Genesis Resource Combo Call 
i FEE Genesis Resource Wrist Call 
Genesis Escort Hoseless Call 
SPARE AIR KIT 2.7 - ON SALE tse sili ee I 10300 fall 
usa Computer Console a 
MAKE YOUR CHOICE FROM COMPANIES SUCH AS: Nel sat 
* SHERWOOD rs BEUCHAT * TUSA # US DIVERS Sherwood Courier Computers Call 
Dive Rite Bridge Call 
SEAQUEST * MARES * DACOR * OCEANIC i ite te Nihias cl 
- a 5mm Wet Suit § 5mm Bout w/Zipper ceanic Prodi a 
WET SUIT Hood/Plush and Rubber Sole $ 1 7995 Oceanic Data Blus Call 
fe DP ECIAL 5 mm Glove Uwatec Aladin Air X Call 
3 MM Shorty 54.95 | Hood w/Plush 24.95 MoT Ms ie 2 
3 MM Wet Suit 139.95 | Boot w/Premium Sole 24.95 










ALADIN DIVE COMPUTER 


Altitude, Temp, Interval Time,Max Depth, 


6.5 MM Wet Suit (ptush, 081 stich etc) 139.95 | Back Pack DBL Padding 56.95 
5 MM Wet Suit 129.95 | Mesh Bag LG 19.95 



















iyera skin 34.95 Seaquest Bags ae Bottom Time,No fly, Log book, Surface 
6.5mm Semi Dry Suit 149.95 | Weight Belt w/Buckle 8.95 Interval, Deco Time. « Iluuminated 
78.95 | Snorkel Vest 29.95 Disp. ° NO Decompression 
58.00 | Tusa Duo Air Call | Tusa SS400 Call] @ ° Functional Dep. 250 ft. 


° Auto Altitued 10,000 ft. 
omy $4 6025 


We at Sunshine Sports GUARANTEE that you will 
obtain the LOWEST PRICE & the 


Scuba Pro Air 2 Call 


Mares Octopus Call 
Oceanic Slimline Oct 59.95 


Seaquest Air Source 
54. 





Aqualand Two Tone 
pause | 
200M Pro 


























BEST SERVICE on any Scuba item 
that we carry. This is how it works 
locate any item at any retail outlet 
or from any catalog with their price 
& we will beat that price by 5%. No 
conditions. Remember: Shop around & make your 
last stop at Sunshine before you go diving. 


cata 3 exnaes Call 
Aquashot | Camera 54.95 
Includes Camera 
Aquashot 3 Outfit Call F 
Aquashot II Outfit Call 
Includes Camera, : 
Macro Kit, Case Substrobe, Aqua Snap 10 with YS40 A KIT|M : a i I Ex 


mm Lens for 
dl ae galt Macro Lens for MX10 | 16mm Lens 






























Il 
eutarbte ok. aa Close Up Lens for MX10} Macro Lens 3T PELICAN 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad Call | Color Filter Macro Lens 2T PRODUCTS INC. 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad Call {Lens Caddy - Ete. |YS60- Ete. 
Water Proof Cases 



















Quick Grip Arm Call 
Macro Crip Arm Call 
Modular Grip Arm Call 
Modular Video-Lite Call 
Pro Video Lite II Call 
Substrobe Packages for Nikonos Call 
CAMERA & VIDEO HOUSINGS 

SLR-AF Housings Call 
SLR Packages Call 













#1400 = 2*/4"L x S1/4"W x 51/4" D 96.95 
#1450 15°L x 101/2Wx6"D 72.95 
#1500 17°L x 101/2°Wx6"D 89.95 
#1520 18°Lx 127/e'Wx63/4"D 3993.95 
#1550 3 =19°L x 14°W x 75/a" D 104.95 
#1650 29°Lx18Wx1017"D 164.95 





Fully Automatic 160° Depth Hard 
Molded Underwater Housing, 
Easy Grip, Rubber Aroming 


New Strobe Now Available 










Modular Super Lite Call sie Beat tana Gal | #1700 (Wheels) 139.95 
Video Housings for most Sony Video Cameras | Free 2 Rolls of Film with each PLEASE CALL FOR ALL GTHER 
Digital Video Housings for Sony & JVC Reefmaster Camera PELICAN PRODUCTS 
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THE 
PROFESSIONAL'S 
SOURCE 


New Address: 


PHOTO - VIDEO - PRO AUDIO|| 420 9th Avenue 


FOR ORDERS CALL: 


N.Y.C. 10001 


OR FAX (24 HOURS): 


800-947-9979 800-947-7008 


212-444-6649 


212-239-7770 





On the Web: http://www.bhphotovideo.com 


SEAcSEA 


MX-10 Camera..........0.0000cce 
YS-40A Flash for MX-10............. 
MX-10 w/YS-40A Flash Kit......... 
20mm Lens f/MX-10 |... 214.95 
Macro Lens for MX-10.....0..... 129.95 
MotorMarine I! EX Camera......... 529.95 


Motor Marine tl-EX w/YS-60 Kit.899.95 
16mm Conversion Lens MM II...274.95 
20mm Conversion Lens MM 1I...291.95 
High Optical Finder f/16, 20 Lens249.95 


NIKONOS 


USA=I/mported and warrantied 
by Nikon USA 
IMP.=imported & warrantied by B&H 
(not qualified for Nikon USA 
Rebates and Warranties) 


Nikonos RS AF SLR.............0.00000.. 
13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye 
28/2.8 R-UW AF... ccc 








IMP. USA 
“Nikonos V Body......... 589.95.....674.95 
“Nikonos V w/35/2.5...764.95.....869.95 


Dri2 ee eg eee 95... 194. 95 
W/O CaSC ou... ccceese cee: 189.95 


Double TTL Sync Cord......... 164.95 
Sync Cord #10208.......00.000... 89.95 
ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
IKELITE 
Optical Viewfinder #5002............ 119.95 
Ext. Tube Set #4090.03..000.00000000. 99.95 
SEA & SEA 
12/3.5 Super Wide Fisheye ....... 1081.95 
Viewfinder for 12/3.5 Lens.......... 358.95 
16mm Conversion Lens /35/2.5 319.95 
15/315... 806.95 20/3.5....... 537.95 
Optical Finder for 20/3.5 Lens ....104.95 
High Eyepoint Finder /15,16,20 .249.95 


Extilube 35mm 121 .t.cc0:8 nce 45.95 
Extilube:35mm 1:2)... 4a 45.95 
Ext Tube’S5mm 173 ....:....ss.cces000006 45.95 
Ext Tube 28mm 1:2... 45.95 





CAMERA HOUSING 
For Most SLR’s AF..........0.00.00..... 549.95 
Aquashot Ili.:..2%55..00.. 084. 64.95 
Aquashot II w/Macro Kit 
and Substrobe... 239.95 
FLASHES 
Substrobe 505 w/Slave............... 189.95 
4043 Substrobe 50.00.00... 224.95 
4046 Substrobe 100A................. 339.50 
NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200 ........ 619.95 
NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400......... 729.95 
STROBE PACKAGES for NIKONOS 
3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit.......... 364.95 
3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit.......... 415.00 
3946.46 Substrobe Ai Kit............ 535.00 


NEW! 3946.62 Substrobe 200 ....910.00 





VH-1000 
Marine Video 
Housing 
wm, for Sony 
=7 DCR-VX1000 
$2599 


Mini Pro Video Light & 
Power Pack Kit VLM-135 


DIVE BUDDY 
SERIES ® 


Available for . \ 
8mm/Hi8 ® a 
Camcorders b 


$1199 


Marine Video Light 
Model 101S 


UNDERWATER VIDEO HOUSINGS 








Distributed by Nikon inc. 
We are a Full Stock Dealer! 


a (SE 


35mm Automatic Dive Camera 





Operational to 60 ft. depth.......... $99.95 
Reefmaster 

Operational to 164 ft... $199.00 
Macro 3x for above...........0..00. $39.95 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions w/toam Dividers 


1200 (9Y%x74x44) 3550 — 
1300 (94x74x6%) 40.50 — 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) 64.50 — 


1450 (15x10%x6) 83.50 104.50 
1500 (17x11%x6%) 98.50 116.50 
1520 (18x12%x6%) 108.50 138.50 
1550 (19x14x7%) 121.50 158.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 143.50 180.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 169.50 219.95 
1750 (50%x13%x5) 18450 — 


NEW! 1526 (1520 case w/Gadget 


Bag Silver, pa Paterna eae CALL 
UA Housing .....159.95 
UA-Z Housing f/longer 
lenses up to 9” 194.95 
UA-X Housing..189.95 
UA-XP Housing219.95 
UF w/o Flash....119.95 
U-FX f/use w/Shoe 
MountyRlashhe: 7:0. 2......208..24.... 
U-FXP for use w/Side 
Mountgklas ic 32 cece 
U-MM Compact Auto-Focus 
Cametaeee e008... cee 59.95 
U-AMZ Compact AF ZoomCamera 64.95 
Hurricane HOOd..............ccceee 64.00 
U-VVL f/Sharp Viewcam ............. 214.95 
U-VST f/Sony TR5,6,7 ................ 199.95 
U-VID f/IVC DV-1.......eeeesseeeee 239.50 
U-VPC f/Sony PC-7 oo... 239.50 
U-VML For JVC compact, Canon 
ES-2000, Panasonic EZ-1........ 199.95 
V-1000 f/Sony DCR VX1000 
Digitallssccc2.%, 0... tee eemaeee 379.95 
VEX f/iCanonabn? 06. scsccevseeets 229.95 


Price includes camera adapter rings 


ikelite @B) 


COMPASSES 
2500 PRO Compass Wrist............ 29.95 
2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist........42.95 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 


For Sony TR-Series (Specify)......639.95 
For Sony FX Series (Specify).......639.95 
For Sony VX-1000...... 1049.00 
FOF SOMY'VX=3 ko cs cdi classes 1049.95 
For JVC AX Series (Specify)........ 639.95 
DIVE LIGHTS 
RCD Halogen..............ccsssseesseassees 43.95 
Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)24.95 
Modular Super Light (nicad) .......149.95 
Modular Video Lite (nicad).......... 199.00 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad).....214.95 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites ........ 36.95 


Naoeosea  DCR-TRV7 


and Panasonic PV-710 
open screen electronic and 
mechanical control 


$1694°5 
Video Sea 
DV Video 
Housing for 
Sony PC-7 
open screen 


electronic and‘ 
mechanical control 


*1694°° 


Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $6.95 up to 1 Ib. Add 75¢ for each addi- 
tional Ib. For ins. add 50¢ per $100. Prices valid thru MAR. 19, subject to supplier 
prices. ©1998 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors 
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SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE SUBSCRIBER SERVICES 
MOVING? 
Please give us four to six weeks notice of a change of address. Even if you have notified the post office 
about your change of address, please fill out and mail this form to us to ensure accurate delivery of your 
magazine. New Subscription or Renewal? 12 issues of Skin Diver, only $19.94. 


UNLISTED SERVICE? 
Skin Diver Magazine makes available to other quality publications and carefully screened companies the 
names of its subscribers. If however, you do not wish to have your name made available please indicate below. 


Check appropriate box(s): 


( ) New Subscription 
( ) Change of Address: Please note new address. 


( ) Renewal ( ) Payment enclosed ( ) Billme later 
( ) Please do not make my name and address available to other publications or companies. 


Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Attach mailing label here andsendto: Skin Diver, P.O. Box 52595, Boulder, CO 80322-2595 








“We Ship UPS Daily” 
ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-4DOLPHIN 

©, or 1-800-436-5744 

WELLLEY Monday - Friday 9:00 to 7:00 
Saturday 9:00 to 4:00 

Sunday 11:00 to 3:00 Pacific Time 





BY TY SAWYER 


Dolphin Scuba Center, Inc. 


1530 El Camino Ave Sacramento. Ca. 95815 


obert A. Clark has been involved in 





scuba instruction since the early 
1960s. His teaching philosophies 
became the basis for the original 
Jeppesen Open Water Sport Diver Manual, 
which he authored. These methods 
evolved into the instructional curriculum 
for Scuba Schools International (SSI). 

Clark’s latest 
book, Never Let ’em 
Quit, encapsulates 
his three decades of 
experience teach- 
ing divers not only 
the mechanics of 
diving well and 
safely, but instilling 
in them a lifelong 
love for the sport, 
too. Never Let ’em 
Quit is meant to be a source of inspiration 
and practical advice for scuba instructors 
of every affiliation. The book covers ev- 
erything an instructor might need to be 
aware of, from the fundamentals of the 
learning process to instructor liability. 

Whether you dream of becoming a 
scuba instructor or consider yourself a 
grizzled veteran, the advice in this book 
may be just the thing you need to lift your 
teaching to new levels of fun and effec- 
tiveness. After all, sending off well pre- 
pared, passionate and enthusiastic new 
divers into the undersea world is the most 
important thing an instructor can do. 

Never Let ’em Quit, by Robert A. Clark, 
9 by 6 inches, 110 pages, softcover, is 
available for $15.95. To order, call SSI di- 
rect at (800) 821-4319, = 
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“DIVE NOTES 
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KID’s WEEK ON THE BAY ISLANDS AG- 
GRESSOR III: Aggressor Fleet is offering its 
first Kid’s Week in the Bay Islands, July 18 
to 25. Children ages 4 to 11 are free and 
children 12 to 17 are half price. The sec- 
ond child is half price regardless of age. 
Each child must be accompanied by an 
adult. A crew member will provide super- 
vised activities for nondiving children. 

Diving, meals, accommodations and a 
superb crew are included in the price. 

For reservations, call your travel profes- 
sional or Aggressor Fleet, Ltd., at (800) 
348-2628, e-mail divboat@aol.com or 
divboat@compuserve.com or visit the 
Web site at www.aggressor.com. = 


(916) 929-8188 or fax (916) 929-3528 


E-Mail DolphinSac @ aol.com 





“Serving Scuba Divers since 1974” Come ais our 17,000 sq ft facility 


DOLPHIN WETSUITS AND SKINS 
te 
1/4” Full : 
Step-In 
Wetsuits 
99 
Just $129 


Men’s & Womens 





1/4” Step-In S-XXL $129.99 
1/4” Step-In 3XL-SXL $149.99 
Dolphin 2mm Shortie $ 49.99 
Dolphin 6.5mm Hoods $ 18.99 
Dolphin 3mm Vest s-L $ 24.99 


Dolphin 
3/2mm Full 
Suit 
Just $109” 


Men’s & Women’s 





DoLPHIN LYCRA SUITS 


Lycra Skins 
Just $32” 


Sizes S-XXXL 
Black Only 





All Black S-XXXL $ 32.99 
Black & Blue S-XXXL $ 34.99 
Black & Pink S-XXXL $ 34.99 
Black & Purple S-XXXL $ 34.99 
Lycra Hoods S-XL $ 14.99 
Thermal Fleece Suits $159.99 
AFTER DIVE JACKETS 
Tru-West black/blue int. $ 79.99 
PADI after dive jacket $159.99 
Atlan after dive jacket $ 89.99 
Masks, FINS, SNORKELS 
Twinns Fin wares ABS Buckle $ 29.99 
Apollo Prestige Fin $149.99 


Pegasus Full Face Mask $119.99 
$ 54.99 
$ 9.99 


Apollo Masks from 
Flex Snorkel w/purge 


Twinns Fin 
with Mares ABS 
Buckle and Straps 


S29” 


4 Colors & Sizes 


Apollo Snorkel $ 39.99 
REGULATORS BCs AND GAUGES 
IST R-1000 $129.99 
Poseidon Odin $399.99 
Apollo 107B w/Prestige $459.99 


Call For Your Free 40 Page Newspaper! Reference Ad # 9803 
lita Pucing) is for Mail Order coniys Limited to Stock on Hand! Offers end eg te 





Spare Air 2.7 CF $189.99 
R-6000 
Low Profile on 
Octopus "=f -@ 
99 
$39 


IST J-1000 BCD $149.99 
GP8000 3 Gage Console $139.99 


Ikelite 
Pro Compass 


S29” 


$ 54.99 


Apollo Compass 
Pony BOTTLES 
13cu ft Alum. w/valve 
19cu ft Alum. w/valve 
30cu ft Alum. w/valve 
40cu ft Alum. w/valve $129.99 
Ultimate Pony Bracket $ 64.99 
*Technical Dive Gear Available* 
PHOTO AND VIDEO 


Sea & Sea 
MX-10 w/Strobe 


S479” 


$ 89.99 
$109.99 
$119.99 





eh 
Sea & Sea MX-10 0410 $319.99 
MX-10 Macro Lens 0402 $129.99 
MX-10 Close-Up Kito4s03 $ 59.99 
20mm Wide Angle Lens $239.99 





Lights & Motion Fi 
StingRay 4 si 
Video System \ de 


$1999” . a 


Motormarine Ilex w/strobe $899.99 
16mm Wide Angle Lens $319.99 
20mm Wide Angle Lens $339.99 


Macro Lens 2T 0304 $159.99 
Macro Lens 3T 0301 $129.99 
Reef Master System $199.99 


Ikelite Aquashot w/camera $ 59.99 
Aquashot Macro Kit $ 49.99 
Aquashot Close-up Lens $ 18.99 
Disposable Cameras $ 13.99 
Aquashot Package w/strobe $249.99 
Nikonos V w/SB105 $1499.99 
Ikelite Camera Housings Call 

Essential Guide to video $ 16.99 


Aquatica and Ikelite 
Camera Housings Avalaible 
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DivE TOoLs 
K-11 Deluxe Dive Knife $29.99 
Utility Shears $16.98 
DiveRite Z-Knife $11.99 
UK Blue Tang Knife $49.99 
Hammer Head Horn $42.99 
Dive Alert $34.99 
PELICAN Dry Boxes 


#1100 Size 8'/,"x 6'/," x 3,7 $12.99 


Pelican Dry 
Boxes 
start at 


S 17 os 


#1200 Size 10," x9°/,"x5"$ 34.99 
#1300 Size 10',"x94,"x7" $ 39.99 
#1400 Size 13"x 12"x6" $ 54.99 
#1450 Size 16"x 13"x7" $ 69.99 
#1500 Size 18." x 1" x67," $ 89.99 
#1520 Size 19," x 12"x7', $ 99.99 
#1550 Size 20//," x 147x 8, $104.99 
#1600 Size 23'/,"x 24"x9" $119.99 
#1650 Jumbo 31” x 21” x 11°$ 169.99 

UNDERWATER LIGHTING 
Dolphin Crevice Light $ 9.99 
Dolphin Light Cone $ 2.98 
UK 1200 Night Light $54.99 
UK 400 Night Light $34.99 



























Princeton 
Vortex 
HeadLamp 


S29” 


SL4 Crevice Light $19.99 


$24.99 
$13.99 


PCa Crevice Light 
Princeton Aquaflare 
Princeton Aquastrobe $29.99 
Princeton Aquaflashes $13.99 

PADI TRAINING MATERIALS 
Openwater Crew Pack $33.99 
PIC Envelopes just $11.00 
Advanced Crew Pack $39.99 
Rescue Crew Pack $34.99 
Divemaster Crew Pack $44.99 
Openwater Video Set $29.99 
Openwater CD Rom $59.99 
Scuba Review CD Rom $49.99 
Encylopedia of Diving $34.99 
Scuba Tune-Up Book $17.99 
Pisces Dive Guide $14.98 


Travel Department 
Cuba - July 98 
Red Sea Adventure - September 98 
Cocos Islands - November 98 
Papua New Guinea - January 99 
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| LEARNED ABOUT DIVING FROM THAT... 











Slammed and Slashed in an 
Elkhorn Rinse Cycle 


he half moon shaped beach in front 

of our condos in Akumal was pro- 

tected by an almost continuous bar- 

rier reef of Elkhorn Coral, which 
came within just a few feet of the surface. 
The reef had a small natural cut that al- 
lowed boat passage from the protected wa- 
ters of the beach to the deeper, open waters 
of the Caribbean. 

My buddy on this dive, Larry, was an in- 
structor I had met at the start of my week 
long vacation in Akumal. He seemed an ex- 
cellent and very conscientious instructor; I 
had watched him help lead several of our 
previous dives. 

Our dive plan was to enter the shallow, 
calm waters from shore, take a compass 
heading to a marker pole at the entrance to 
the barrier reef passage and head into deep- 
er water. I was not wearing a compass and, 
since Larry was an instructor who had just 
made the same dive the day before, I felt se- 
cure in following his lead. 

We began our swim toward the marker 
pole. The maximum depth was only about 
14 feet. There was surge but nothing I 
couldn’t handle (or so I thought). We com- 
pleted the first leg of our dive. Larry then set 
off on another heading. I found out later it 
was the one he had taken the day before. 
We swam along the new heading to some 
fascinating coral heads and more Elkhorn 
Coral swarming with small tropicals. The 
surge had us zooming over the coral and 
the ocean floor with incredible speed. This 
should have sounded an alarm in my head. 
The surge seemed Just as strong, if not 
stronger, then it had been in the shallower 
water inside the coral barrier. 

Larry and I fought our way around the 
coral, consuming an incredible amount of 
air, until our pressure gauges told us it was 
time to head back. When we surfaced to 
confirm our plans to return to shore we no- 
ticed the skies had grown darker, the wind 


Skin Diver (ISSN 0037-6345) Published Monthly Vol. 47 No. 3. Published by Petersen 
Publishing Company, 6420 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles, California 90048-5515. 
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Subscription rates for 1 year (12 issues): U.S., APO, FPO and U.S. Possessions $19.94. 
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had increased considerably, and it looked 
like another rain storm. Larry took another 
compass heading, we submerged and be- 
gan the 800 yard swim back to shore. This is 
when the fun really started. 

I was on Larry’s left side, about 15 feet 
away, flying forward with the surge and 
then trying to hold position as it moved in 
the opposite direction. As we came into 
shallow water, I suddenly found myself on 
top of the Elkhorn Coral, put there bya 





large wave. Before I could do anything, an- 
other large wave smashed me into the 
coral. When I finally got my head above the 
surface, my mouth was full of sea water. 
The coral had snagged my regulator hose 
and ripped it from me. I gripped the coral 
tightly with both hands to keep from being 
dragged across it by the retreating water. I 
could not reach for my regulator or switch 
to my octopus without being swept away. I 
tried to crawl over the coral and off the reef 
before the next wave hit, but my right foot 
had gotten caught and I couldn’t move. 
Another wave pounded me into the coral; 
my hands and legs were already cut and 
bloody. I’m going to die here, | thought. I’m 
going home in a box. 

About this time Larry surfaced off to my 
right about 60 yards into the boat channel. 


Another wave came and then another. 
Each one inflicted more damage, drew 
more blood. But my foot was free. I franti- 
cally tried to crawl over the coral, but now 
my regulator was entangled. I was able to 
turn around and free the hose just before 
another wave rolled me across the coral. 

Larry finally realized my predicament 
but was physically unable to reach me. 
Even a small dive boat stopped to render 
aid but was also deterred by the reef. 

Suddenly, there was a short lull in the 
waves, long enough for me to gather my 
thoughts, stick my head below water and 
spot a small path through the coral. I sub- 
merged and swam with all my might. I 
kicked and clawed my way through the 
Elkhorn Coral, and cleared the reef just as a 
wave came crashing down. 

Out of breath, heart pounding and still 
dazed, I filled my BC with air and floated. 
Larry swam over and we rested before 
starting our surface swim back to shore. 

Later that evening I found out Larry had 
not set an exact reciprocal heading to the 
channel opening but had decided to take a 
short cut. 

My first mistake was not confirming the 
dive plan with Larry. If I had known he was 
going to take a short cut back to shore, I 
would have strongly urged against it. 

My second mistake was to put my trust 
in a brand new dive buddy based solely on 
his experience and instructor rating. I 
trusted the title instead of my own com- 
mon sense. 

My biggest mistake? I underestimated 
the sheer force and strength of the ocean. 
The increased force of the surge should 
have convinced me to abort the dive and 
wait for a better day. 

When I returned to Houston several 
days later, I purchased a good compass and 
learned to use it expertly. It would be my 
navigation skills I relied on next time. = 
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Boulder, Colorado 80322-2595. 
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SIMPLY THE BEST. 


“When performance and price are compared, the Alpha Sport 
is absolutely the best buy available in regulators today.” 


—Rodales’ Scubalab on Affordable Quality Regulators 
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- Call 510-562-0500 for the Oceanic dealer nearest you 
| | gr visit our website at oceanicusa.com _ 
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